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Scott Miller, DGG, Erica Hahn, Counselor, Harvey  Soldan, Treasurer, Stephen Douglass, 
Membership Secretary, Mandy Dunkle, Historian, Lorraine Kocen, Elder, Robert Lincoln, 

Deputy Governor South, Diane Douglass, Deputy Governor North,  
Ben Hobbins, Recording Secretary, Kathleen Watson, Governor  
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Membership Meeting, Burbank, CA  
June 21, 2025  

Incoming Executive Board Members 2025-2027 
 

Lorraine Kocen, Elder; Stephen Douglass, Membership Secretary; Sharon Gardner, Recording Secretary; 
Mandy Dunkle, Historian; Tom Adams, Treasurer; Jay Williams, Deputy Governor South; Diane 

Douglass, Deputy Governor North; Dr. Robert Lincoln, Governor, Absent Donna Riegel, Counselor,  
sworn in by Governor General Lisa Pennington, Esq.  

GG Lisa Pennington, &  
CA Gov. Kathy Watson  

Outgoing editors 
Gail & Ray Raser 

Executive Board couple  
Diane & Stephen Douglass 

Gov. Watson conducting state meeting Members listening to GG Pennington's presentation 
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GSMD Governor General Lisa Penningtonõs Presentation 

  Why we must share the story  We had good leaders  

Everyone had a job                 Lisa makes sharing the knowledge available  

A reminder to use YouTube Channel  

 

The California Members were given 
another chance to listen to a lesson from 

our knowledgeable  
Gov. Gen. Lisa Pennington, Esq.   

She had us captivated by the way she 
shared the story we knew, but from her 
scholarly perspective.  Besides being a 

good leader, she has also shown she is a 
good teacher.   

 

Thank you Lisa. 
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Governorõs Message  
 

I started researching my genealogy twenty-five years ago to answer the question I have received all 
my life:  What is your relationship to Abraham Lincoln?  I determined that I am descended from 
Thomas òthe Milleró Lincoln who immigrated to Hingham, MA in 1636.  President Lincoln was 
descended from Samuel Lincoln who also immigrated to Hingham in 1635.  About fifteen years 

ago, a Y-DNA project at FamilyTreeDNA determined that the two lineages 
are different haplogroups with no connection for thousands of years.  So, I 
have no blood relationship to the President. 
 

But beyond the same surname, I believe I have a further connection to 
President Lincoln.  My Lincoln line had settled in northern Illinois south of 
Chicago in 1835.  In the early 1860õs when Abraham Lincoln was president, 
three generations of my Lincolns lived there (Jedediah b. 1796, Charles b. 
1819, and Sylvester b. 1843).  President Lincoln was assassinated in 1865, 
shortly after Sylvester Lincoln married Helen Parker in 1864.  Their first 
child, a son, was born in 1867.  While the name Abraham is not found in 
either Sylvester or Helenõs recent ancestry, they named this first son Abra-
ham.  While it canõt be proved, I tend to believe that their first son was 
named after the President who they may have seen and heard when he cam-
paigned for Illinois Senator in 1858 (the Lincoln-Douglas debates).  So, in 
school when I was asked how I was related to Abraham Lincoln, I used to 
say he was my great-grandfather and only later adding that my Abraham 
was not President Abraham Lincoln.    President Lincoln had four sons 

with only the eldest Robert living to adulthood.  Robert Lincoln served as Secretary of War and as 
Ambassador to Great Britain so was somewhat known.  My great-grandfather and his wife had five 
sons and one daughter with two dying as infants.  Their youngest son, Robert, was the only one to 
have children. While less convincing than Sylvester naming their son, Abraham, after the president, 
perhaps my great-grandfather, Abraham, named his son after the presidentõs son.  This Robert was 
my grandfather and my father, Robert, and I continued the Robert name. 
 

I was honored to be installed as the new Governor of the California Society of Mayflower De-
scendants at the CSMD membership meeting in Burbank on June 21.  I hope that I can continue 
in the fine examples of the Governors before me.   We had five past California Governors at the 
meeting:  Kathy Watson, Scott Miller, Ray Raser, Marcia Maloney, and Donna Cole.  I started at-
tending CSMD BOA meetings as a representative of the Los Angeles Colony during Marciaõs term 
in office and continued in the BOA during the terms of Ray, Scott, and Kathy.  Donna Cole was 
Governor from 2000-2003 when I became a member of the Society.   
 

Gov. General Lisa Pennington was our special guest at the meeting.  Her presentation on the sig-
nificant òfirstsó in America that a few of the Mayflower passengers achieved was very interesting.  
She emphasized that they would not have been able to do these things if they had remained in 
England.  The Mayflower passengers established traditions that were the foundations of many 
aspects of our modern America. 
 

 

Dr. Robert Lincoln 
Governor  
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I was happy that all seven Governors of the colonies in the South plus one Governor from the 
North were able to attend in person:  Bud Leaf of San Diego Colony, Pam Mikkelsen of Inland 
Empire Colony, Lisa Shaw of Orange County Colony, Jeanette DeHart of Foothill Colony, Judy 
Law-Torok of Los Angeles Colony, Tawny Welch of Rancho Conejo Colony, Jay Williams of San-
ta Barbara Colony, and  Christie Trapp of Alameda Colony.  For the California Society, our mem-
bers are most involved with the meetings and communications of the colonies and these colony 
Governors are so important to our Societyõs continued success. 
 

The main items that the State Society will be focusing on for the upcoming two years were dis-
cussed during the meeting.  The Oakland Library will be closed before our lease ends in May of 
2027 and there is much to do to transfer the contents.  The California Society is hosting the 
GSMD Board of Assistants meeting in September 2028 in Northern California.  The planning for 
this has already started as we look at sites to emphasize the history in the area and the Napa Valley 
vineyards.  There will be many opportunities for members to help with these projects.  Donõt be 
shy in volunteering to be a part of it.   

Dr. Robert Lincoln, Ph.D. 
Governor 

 
 

Outgoing Governorõs Message  
 

It is with deep gratitude and a profound sense of responsibility that I begin my service as Deputy 
Governor General representing California at the General Society of Mayflower Descendants. To 
be entrusted with this national roleñdedicated to preserving and promoting the legacy of the 
Mayflower Pilgrimsñis both a high honor and a calling rooted in 
service. 
 

As I take on this new role, I am also sincerely touched and honored 
to have been named Honorary State Governor of the California 
Mayflower Society. This recognition is deeply meaningful to me, as 
it reflects not only the work we have done together, but the spirit of 
collaboration and fellowship that defines our state society. 
 

Over the course of my term as Governor, one of our significant 
achievements was the successful implementation of QuickBooks 
Online to manage both membership and financial records. This 
initiative has brought increased transparency, efficiency, and long-
term sustainability to our administrative operations. It was a team 
effort, and I remain grateful to all who supported and trusted the 
process. By modernizing these systems, we have strengthened the foundation upon which future 
leaders can build.  This is just one example of how tradition and innovation can go hand in hand. 
As we honor our Pilgrim ancestorsñwhose courage, faith, and vision shaped the early course of 
our nationñwe also carry a responsibility to ensure that our Society remains strong, relevant, and 
well-equipped to inspire generations to come. To my fellow members, thank you for the trust you 
have placed in me. I look forward to serving with integrity, working across societies, and uphold-
ing the mission of the General Society with reverence and resolve. 

Kathy Watson  
Honorary  Governor  
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Deputy Governor  North  
 

I am deeply honored to have been elected Deputy Governor North of our State Society for the 
2025ð2027 term. It is a privilege to serve on the Executive Committee and the Board of Assistants, 
and I look forward to working alongside our State Governor, Dr. 
Robert Lincoln, and his Board as we continue the important work of 
preserving and promoting our Mayflower legacy across California. 
 

Looking back on the past term, I am especially pleased with the mean-
ingful progress made by the Decision 2025 Committee. A huge thank 
you to committee members Marston Watson, Dianne Sweeny, Dianna 
Saario, Nancy Lucchese, and ex-officio member Kathy Watson. Each 
of them contributed countless hours to evaluate and reorganize our 
extensive collectionñno small task. Iõm proud to report that we have 
completed the analysis and deaccession of over 2,200 books, freeing 
up more than half of our physical rental space. 
 

The list of available titles has now been shared with several public 
libraries and genealogical and historical societies to determine interest. 
By mid-Q3, any remaining books will be made available to our mem-
bership. This was a monumental step forward as we prepare for the next chapter in our library and 
office planning. 
 

Over the past term, I also had the pleasure of visiting all but one colony in the northern region. It 
was a joy to meet with Colony Officers and members and to see, firsthand, how each colony brings 

something special to our shared mission. While every 
colony is unique, our collective commitment to honoring 
Mayflower heritage is universal.  Working together, we 
will continue to thrive. 
 

Another highlight was the joint effort by the Sequoia and 
San Francisco Colonies to host a table at the Gaspar de la 
Portol§ and Los Altos Chaptersõ DAR 250th Celebration 
of the Battle of Lexington on April 19th in Redwood City. 
The event was well attended, and interest in the  
Mayflower Society was strong and encouraging. My 
heartfelt thanks to 
Alice Mugler (SE) 
for securing the 

invitation, and to Steve Douglass (SE), Nancy Sanchez (SF), 
Dianne Sweeny (SF), and Susan Sweeny (SF), who joined me 
in hosting our outreach table. We were also grateful for the 
many SE and SF members in attendance who directed guests 
to our table and shared information about our Societyõs mis-
sion and membership. 
 

As I look ahead to the new term, my goals are clear. I remain 
fully committed to supporting Governor Lincoln in his vision and initiatives for our Society. In my 
continued role as Chair of the Decision 2025 Committee, I will work diligently to complete the re-
design and relocation of our office and library before our lease concludes in May 2027. 

Nancy Sanchez  & Steve Douglass 

Diane  Douglass 
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 Iõm also excited to strengthen collaboration with the northern colonies through more joint events 
and regional outreach. Finally, I am thrilled to be part of the planning committee for the 2028 
General Board of Assistants (GBOA) meeting, which will be held in Northern California. Former 
Governor Kathy Watson is leading the effort, and I look forward to working closely with her once 
again. Together, with the participation of our colonies, we aim to make the 2028 GBOA the most 
memorable to date. It is a true honor to serve our Society and to walk forward with so many dedi-
cated members. I am excited for what lies ahead. 

Diane Douglass 
Deputy Governor North 

Deputy Governor South 
 

I was elected as your new Deputy Governor South at the combined Board of Assistance and 
Membership Meeting in Burbank on June 21, 2025. The installation was performed by our  
Governor General, Lisa Pennington. Thank you for your support and confidence. There were a 
couple of main topics for discussion. The first concerns our Oakland library and office. The annu-
al rental expense is over $51K. Due to the advances in computers and technology, the physical 
books for doing research at this library are rarely used. Our current rental lease agreement will 
expire on May 01, 2027. A decision was made not to renew this to reduce our expenses. The 
books will be distributed among other genealogical societies and entities. Note: as a non-profit 

organization, we are required to maintain a physical office. This 
will be accomplished with a much smaller office (location is yet to 
be determined at this time). 
 

There were also a couple of minor modifications to some bylaws; 
the most notable standing rule change concerned a revision to 
Article X, Section 6. Currently, the BOA gives each individual 
colony an allotment of $500 plus $4 for each member. In the past, 
if a member wished to belong to more than one colony, an addi-
tional $4 would have been required by that member which would 
be passed on to the secondary colony. Due to complexities with 
Quickbooks, it would be easier not to track that additional $4 fee. 
This means that members would only be charge for their primary 
home colony and not additional ones. 
 

Our membership count for the state in this past second quarter 
has increased by fourteen. There was a renewed emphasis for colony governors to determine if 
inactive  life members wish to remain so or are deceased. California was selected to host the 
GBOA for 2028. It will be in Northern California since Southern California hosted the last GBOA 
in our state. This is a good opportunity to watch the proceeding of the General Society as well as 
attending side trips to see features of interest for the region. Governor General, Lisa Pennington 
presented the program: òPilgrim Stories: Why They Must Be Toldó. This is just one of a great se-
ries that she has produced on the following website: https://www.youtube.com/
@mayflowersociety. This is a great resource if any colony needs a program for their next meeting. 
 

I am looking forward to attending (either physical or virtual) the various colony meetings in South-
ern California. To those colony governors, please send me your contact information (including 
email) and meeting schedule for the next year. Thanks. 

Jay Williams 
Deputy Governor South 

Jay Williams  
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Fortine Educational colony Award Winners Announced at 
State Membership Meeting On June 21, 2025  

 

Every two years an award is presented to the colony, which through its activities and outreach 
programs, has demonstrated exceptional performance in meeting the educational and public rela-
tions goals of The California Mayflower Society. This important award is named in honor of Eu-
gene (Gene) Fortune who was a very beloved member of the California Society for many years. 
He served in various capacities within the state as well as governor and treasurer. He also served 
as Governor General to the General Society of Mayflower Descendants. Sadly, Gene passed away 
in 2005. 
 

Geneõ s widow, Pat Fortine, is usually with us to present the award, but had other commitment 
on June 21st. She and Gene spent many years visiting schools and community group telling the 
real story of our Mayflower pilgrims. This award honors his legacy. Once again, the judges found 
it difficult to determine the winner because colonies throughout the state outdid themselves, par-
ticularly with speaking engagements, publications, and other outreach activities. 
 

The 2023-2025 award was presented to Foothill Colony with second place presented to  
Orange County Colony. Certificates and the Trophy were presented to the winners. 
Congratulations All! 
 

Orange County Colony   
2nd Place Winner  

 

Mandy Dunkle, Donna Cole,  
Scott Miller, Lisa Shaw,  

Kathy Watson , Marcia Maloney 
and Billie Mitchell  

Foothill Colony 
1st Place Winner  

 

Back row: Harvey Soldan,  
Tom Adams  

 

Front row:  Erica Hahn,  
Carole Curran Jeanette DeHart  

holding the trophy, Marcia Maloney, 
and Kathy Watson  
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State  News  
State Historianõs Report 

 

Summer is now here and the time to enjoy the good weather with friends and family is in full 
swing.  As we end the Watson Administration in June, I wanted to say thank you to the Executive 
Board and committeesõ teams for always being so dedicated to their roles and responsibilities. We 
have accomplished so much in the last two years, it has made things so much more efficient and 
productive for our State Society. It has helped this officer in her role as State Historian and making 
things easier for our members and potential members. 
 

Our new software program is designed to help our State Treasurer, and his team has made the way 
to issue invoices for dues and application fees so much more streamlined. It will really help with 
the process of properly preserving our membership and allowing the individual colonies to know 
more about their pending and current membership. 
 

The GSMD Executive Board has placed a new acting Historian General to fill the spot with Allie 
Golonõs resignation earlier in April. Our new Historian General is Rev. Michael Denney of Maine. 
He is also our Elder General and the State Historian for Maine. This new role will remain until a 
new Historian General is voted in at the next triennial GBOA in Plymouth which should be in the 
Fall of 2026. I look forward to working with Michael and helping to keep the Historian department 
moving forward and being productive in our approach to submitting applications. 
 

On the subject of applications, we are seeing things slow down a little bit from what weõre used to. 
We are working steadily to submit applications as quickly and efficiently as possible. And ask our 
members to encourage membership amongst your friends and family who would love to be a part 
in preserving their lineage to the passengers of the Mayflower! 
 

Thank you for all your support these last two years as your State Historian. I look forward to con-
tinuing my role and serving our society both locally and nationally. It has been a pleasure to work 
with you on your applications and share your stories of your family history, too. I hope to see 
more of you in the future in your individual colonies.  
As always, if you have any questions or need help with submitting a supplemental, please let me 
know. 
 

Application Updates: Year to Date (2025), weõve had approximately 40 new members and 64 
supplementals approved.  
 

Applications submitted between March 22nd and June 30th: 28 new member and 18 supplementals.  
 

Mandy Dunkle  
California State Historian 
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America 250 Birthday Committee  
Pilgrims to 250 Patriots Programs  

 

Itõs been nearly two years (Fall 2023) since we started the California Mayflower America 250 
Birthday Committee and our Pilgrims to 250 Patriots programs, honoring our Mayflower history, 
our Pilgrim ancestors, our ties and contributions to the founding 
of America, our Institutions, political system and development of 
our branches of government, enhancements to our culture, cele-
brating our Patriots and Patriot Ancestors, and us!  
 

We are an industrious lot of Pilgrim ancestor Descendants and we 
have proven this over the last over 400 years. We are, after all, 
Americaõs Original PilgrimsÉ! The Committee under our leader-
ship has been extremely busy forging ahead with our programs of 
honoring and celebrating the United States and all 250 years of its 
American History.  
 

What is your Pilgrims to 250 Patriots Story?© 
 

Since the America 250 Birthday Committeeõs start in the fall of 
2023, Governor Lisa Pennington issued her support to the project. Without her, we feel, we 
would not have succeeded. Did you know that we developed our initiative with the whole GSMD 
in mind? Yes, we did, for all 54 entities. On the theme ôõAmericaõs 250 years of Historyõõ, we de-
veloped standardized, in a box, detailed Programs, Marketing, Public Relations, Communication 
and program assets, with unified branding and a 10-year timeline. The Decade of the American 
Revolution (2023-2033) is our òopportunity windowõõ, from the Boston Tea Party to the Signing 
of the Treaty of Paris, for promoting our Pilgrims to 250 Patriots, our strategic development, our 
forward programs, branding and merchandizing, and membership developmenté everything 
vital to our Societies and mother Society, the GSMD. 
 

In mid-May, our committee met and made a motion to extend our recommendation to the 
GSMD Executive Committee to entertain discussion on our Committee and Initiative frame-
work, and our recommendation to adopt our pilot initiative for the entire GSMD. The GSMD 
Executive Committee met last evening, June 18th 2025, discussed our motion and proposal, ap-
proving our project initiative adoption for the entire GSMD! Our America 250 Committee will be 
interfacing our overall program, branding and programs with our GSMD Education Committee 
Chair, MAL Beth Lambright. It must be noted that Beth is a DAR as is Ashley-Anne. Ashley-
Anne is also on the Colonial Dames National America 250 Committee. We will be working hard 
in the next weeks and months in preparation for the GBOA in September.  
 

I want to first personally thank Kathy Watson, our Executive Committee for accepting my initia-
tive proposal and my Chairmanship -and our BOA who approved it, in the forming a Mayflower 
America 250 Birthday Committee in fall 2023.  
 

I also want to thank Ashley-Anne Hobbins who has acted as Vice Chair of the Committee, along 
with Milton Greenway, a personal friend and committee member, my committee appointee Scott 
Miller, along with Lisa Penningtonõs GSMD committee appointees made last year -Executive 
Director Mark Schmidt, Secretary Marty Beerman and our Communications Director Doug Blake 
last year.   
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Lastly, I wish to thank Lisa Pennington for her enduring, persistent support for my daughter and 
my project and vision as we developed it forward.  
 

We are weaving together our rich Pilgrim Heritage, our Pilgrim Traditions and History. We draw 
America and our Publicõs attention to our Pilgrim founding at Plymouth. We do this by partner-
ing with America 250 partner  organizations, America 250 Gov, Veterans and Military Branches, 
and other supporting and bloodline organizations. It is an amazing opportunity for the GSMD to 
spread our Pilgrim Blessings to all of America, and to develop our membership 
 

Thatõs our California America 250 Birthday, Pilgrims to 250 Patriots Update. We are going 
GSMD Wide! We hope everyone is proud of California Mayflower Society and our efforts to 
promote American Patriotism, Freedom, Veterans, Flag, Country and Constitution, and especial-
ly our GSMD Mayflower Society Outreach efforts highlighting our original Plymouth ancestors 
of the Mayflower!  

Ben Hobbins 
Chair America 250 Birthday Cmte ''Pilgrims to 250 Patriots'' California, GSMD 

California State Captain, CaMay 
 
 

California Mayflower Juniors Report  
 

The California Mayflower Juniors newsletter is emailed biannually.  Editions of the newsletter 
contain information on Mayflower passengers including the children.  There are articles on the 
history of Plymouth Colony and the historical sites in the surrounding area.  Games and activities 
are also included.  Do you have a Junior in your family?  Are you receiving the newsletter?  Of 
the 330 current California Juniors only 197 have email addresses on file.  The newsletters are a 
great way to share your Mayflower heritage with your family members and descendants.  Submit 
updated email addresses to camayflowerjuniors@gmail.com. 

Amy Conboy 
Juniors Membership Chair 

California Mayflower Society 
Juniors Committee, GSMD 

Editorõs Report  
 
The current editors of the California Mayflower Quarterly, Ray and Gail Raser, are resigning after 
over 13 years of providing this service to the state society.  Nancy Murray-Konkolewski and her 
son Everett Konkolewski of the Orange County Colony have volunteered to be the next 
co-editors.  Governor Robert Lincoln is happy to appoint them to the position, and they will 
start with the Fall 2025 issue.  Nancy currently writes and publishes the OC Colony newsletter.  
She is an elementary school teacher and technology director at her school creating flyers and 
managing websites and social media.  Everett is also tech-savvy especially with visual design.   
The California Society is fortunate that Nancy and Everett will be applying their skills on our 
Quarterly. 

 

Ray and Gail Raser 

Co-Editors  
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2025 State Scholarship Winners 
 

California Society of Mayflower Descendants is happy to announce the 2025 scholarship win-
ners.  The applicants wrote a letter from one of their Mayflower ancestors to a family member 
in England addressing the theme, òThe first year in America tested the endurance and resolve 
of the Pilgrims. November 1621 the arrival of the ship, Fortune, brought new concerns for the 
struggling colony.  Our judges reviewed each application and essays prior to meeting via zoom 
to select our winners. The judges represented Northern, Central and Southern California colo-
nies. We congratulate each of our applicants and wish them the very best for their future ad-
vanced educations. 

Billie Mitchell 
Scholarship Chairman 

 
Our Scholarship Winners: 

 

1st place $5,000: Elliott Freeman lives in Salem, OR. He is sponsored by his grandmother,     
 Sequoia Colony. Elliott will be attending the University of Oregon. 
 

2nd place $3,500: Zoey Ann Moore lives in Oak View, CA. She is sponsored by her aunt,  
 Foothill Colony. Zoey will be attending Spartan College of Aeronautics and  
 Technology. 
 

3rd place $2,500: Jessa Dunn lives in San Rafael, CA. She is sponsored by her grandmother, 
 Redwood Empire Colony. Jessa will be attending Cal Poly school of Marine Sciences. 
 

4th place $1,000: Nora May Allen lives in Petaluma, CA. She is sponsored by her grandmother. 
 Redwood Empire Colony. Nora will be attending Gonzaga University, Washington. 
 

Congratulations to our 2025 Scholarship Winners 
 
 

Elliott Freeman  
 1st place $5,000  

 
Dearest Family, 
 

I hope this letter finds you in good health. As I write, the winds are growing colder, and we 
reflect on our first year here. It has been a time of struggle, yet also a testament to our faith and 
resilience. The Mayflowerõs voyage was grueling, but nothing prepared us for what awaited in 
this unfamiliar land. Our first winter was harsh, and nearly half of us perished from cold and 
hunger. We endured, but the journey has proven more difficult than we imagined. And now we 
are facing our second winter in our new country. 
 

Now, as we begin to recover, new concerns have come upon us with the arrival of the Fortune 
in November. This ship brought over more than fifty souls, by they were not the relief we had 
hoped for. Many are unprepared for the conditions here, and their arrival places a heavy burden 
on our already strained resources. Our food stores are low, and now we must share what little 
we have with them. These newcomers have little or offer, and their arrival has left us with great 
concern for the coming winter. 
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What troubles me most is the lack of unity among us. The newcomers, while welcome, do not 
share the same religious convictions as we do. As you know, when we first sailed, we came as a 
people united by our faith, seeking the freedom to worship as we wish. However, the Fortune 
brings individuals who are not of our faith and are more concerned with survival than our shared 
mission. This division, though not yet severe, may create tensions in our community. 
 

I cannot help but think of the decisions we made before we left. When we first set sail, we be-
lieved that God had guided us to this land and that our faith would help us endure whatever hard-
ships came. Yet, we did not anticipate the severity of the climate, the lack of food, and the diffi-
culty of farming. The land here is poor, and we have struggled to grow enough to feed ourselves. 
The arrival of more people places even more strain on us, and our ability to survive this winter is 
uncertain. 
 

The financial arrangement we made with our investors has also added pressure. They expected us 
to find profit, but we have had little time for such concerns. Instead, we have focused all our ener-
gy on survival. The new arrival brings more mouths to feed but no immediate help in providing 
for the colonyõs future. 
 

I ash for your prayers, for the road ahead is not easy. We face a difficult winter, with fewer sup-
plies and more people to care for. I know Godõs grace will continue to guide us, but we cannot 
ignore the challenges ahead. The decisions we made before we sailed have led us here, to a colony 
struggling with limited resources. Still, we press on, as our faith compels us to do. 
 

With love and gratitude, 
Stephen Hopkins, 

Plymouth Colony, 1621 
 

Elliott Freeman Personal Essay  
The story of the Mayflower passengers is one of hardship, courage, and resilience. My ancestorõs 
experience aboard the Mayflower was marked by uncertainty, but also by an unwavering determi-
nation to forge a new life. The settlers were not just looking to 
survive but to establish a community rooted in values of persever-
ance, determination, and grit. These qualities resonate deeply with 
me. 
 

As I reflect on their journey, I find myself inspired by their ability 
to endure great trials in pursuit of something better. Their cour-
age reminds me that difficult paths often lead to meaningful re-
sults, revealing profound truths about the human spirit. This in-
sight has instilled in me the importance of resilience in my own 
life. Iõve learned to face adversity head-on, embracing challenges 
rather than avoiding them, and finding strength in situations that 
initially seem daunting.  
 

Exploring these historical moments has not only deepened my 
appreciation for the struggles endured by others, but it has also 
profoundly influenced my values. I now place a greater emphasis on resilience, adaptability, and 
community in my daily interactions and decisions. Whether in academics, work, or relationships, I 
recognize that challenges are not merely obstacles but vital opportunities for growth and self-
discovery.  
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This journey has taught me that with perseverance and support from others, I can navigate the 
complexities of life and emerge stronger on the other side. 
 

Iõve learned to approach uncertainty with a sense of hope, trusting that perseverance will guide me 
through. Looking to the future, I want to carry these lessons forward. Like the settlers, I aim to 
embrace change with optimism and adapt to new situations as they come my way.  Similarly, I 
want to contribute to building communities, whether in my personal life or professional career, 
where collaboration, mutual support, and resilience is central. 
 
The Legacy of my Mayflower ancestor, combined with the impact of the Fortune settlers, has rein-
forced the importance of facing challenges with determination, maintaining a long-term vision, 
and working together toward shared goals. These values will continue to guide me as I navigate 
my own path forward, helping me embrace both the inevitable obstacles and the opportunities 
that come with them. 
 
 

Zoey Ann Moore  
2nd  place $3,500  

 
To My Church Family in Leiden, 
 

 The challenges my family and I endured while being driven into hiding has proven to be nothing 
compared to our first year in the New World.  The winter has been harsh, we have little food, and 
there have been a lot of diseases. We were not prepared.  We arrived in November 1620, just as 
winter was starting, which gave us little time to prepare. We had little shelter. With such a harsh 
winter it made it especially hard to grow food.  We needed more knowledgeable farmers, our food 
supply has been unreliable. Along with the shortage of food, we have been exposed to scurvy and 
pneumonia taking half our original Mayflower passengers. Of course, the lack of shelter and poor 
nutrition did not help.   
 

As I write my letter, our focus has been on our religion.  Mary, Love and Wrestling continue to 
support the building of the church we are establishing in the New World.  As you know, we  
originally had troubles with the Natives, but have now established a peaceful relationship with the 
Wampanoag people, and they have helped us with their knowledge of food and the local land. 
With all our hardships, I feared the largest one was coming.  There was a ship heading toward our 
colony. We knew nothing about it, not who was on it, nor where it came from. I feared that we 
would have to battle to save our church and homes.  I feared we may lose even more of our  
people. 
 

 The ship landed in Cape Cod on the 9th of November 1621.  The longer it stayed anchored off 
the coast, the more nervous we became.  We thought it could have been a hostile French ship. 
Governor Bradford heard of the ship's arrival and ordered the militia to load the cannons in case 
the French began to attack. After weeks, the ship finally reached Plymouth Bay. We were all 
drained from our prolonged concerns of the ship's intent, but we soon were relieved to find it was 
a friendly ship. The Fortune had about 35 Englanders, but they did not have the provisions to 
support themselves.  Governor Bradford did welcome the labor that came from the passengers of 
the Fortune.  Though the ship was also from England they brought us some troubles when it 
came to our relationship with the natives.  



CALIFORNIA MAYFLOWER                  15                           VOLUME XLIX,  No. 3 

 

The passengers on this ship were often disrespectful towards them making our trade with the 
natives fragile.  We continue to work on our relationship with the Wampanoag. 
I can not believe the nervousness and pure terror we went through with the arrival of the Fortune. 
I am relieved to report we did not have to start a battle. We did not lose any more supplies or 
people. We need everyoneõs help to build the New World. 

Continue to Pray for Us, 
  William Brewster 

 
 
 

Zoey Ann Moore  Personal Essay  
 

Learning about my Mayflower ancestors has brought me a special sense of appreciation to what 
they overcame so that my family and I could be where we are today. They went through harsh 
winters with very little shelter and food, barely making it by. My family and I can live in our house 
with food on the table and little concern because of the sacrifices the Pilgrims made.  We are able 
to celebrate our heritage and what our ancestors achieved because of the adventure the passengers 
set out on that day in 1620.  
 

In my research, it also made me reflect on my own 
values.  The trust the Mayflower passengers had with 
their family and community was undeniable.  They 
trusted each other to sail across an ocean, leaving be-
hind everything they knew.  I have a great deal of grati-
tude for the trust and bravery they had for leaving their 
homes to find the New World so that America can be 
what it is today.  
 

It provides me with a sense of hopefulness that I can 
get through the big, new, and scary world ahead of me 
going into the future after high school. Knowing that 
my ancestors sailed through the ocean, not knowing 
where they were going or what they would encounter 
gives me a sense of pride and determination.  Then, 
the Pilgrims had similar feelings of the unknown when 
the Fortune arrived. They didnõt know who was aboard 
the Fortune, nor their intent.  Learning about my an-
cestors bravery and resilience, I know I can get 
through whatever life throws at me, and so much more.  My future will hold challenges, but I look 
forward to tackling them as my ancestors from the Mayflower did. 
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Jessa Dunn  
3rd  place $2,500  

 

15th of December, 1621 
 

To my Dearest Brother and Sister, 
I write to thee, my last living relations with a heavy heart and bearing news both joyous and bur-
densome. Our ship landed just shy of a year ago now, and although we have accomplished much, 
this New World tests our faith daily. I must begin with the most terrible news which I fear you 
may not have yet received. I regret I may not hold you in an embrace, now that Mother, Father, 
and Joseph all have passed in the winter after we arrived in this land. I miss them dearly and pray 
for them every day. 
 

I am not the only soul who has lost family either. Much of our company, once so strong, has gone 
on to meet our Holy Father. I fear we would all have perished if not for the 3kindness of the Na-
tives of this place, for our harvest was meager, and theirs plentiful enough to share. 
 

My spark of hope was fanned into a candle flame when a new ship arrived on our shores, bearing 
many more faithful souls, though not much in the way of desperately needed provisions. The For-
tune gave us the hope we needed as this bleak season crept near, but now, as the solstice approach-
es, the colony crawls with apprehension. 
 

Even with the able-bodied young men the Fortune brought, I fear that we may not survive without 
further aid. The forests, though full of the most beautiful timber, provide little in the nature of 
food, and it is oh so laborious to cultivate from the strange soil here. There are a great many of us 
and we crowd in on one another. And with the young men the Fortune brought us, so too they 
brought new ideals. 
 

Many of the new arrivals are as devout and hardworking as those of us already established, but I 
hear whispers among a few that fill me with a deep unease. Some of the newcomers believe the 
colony is doomed due to this trying beginning. I feel the best has been done in terms of leadership, 
and the Compact that Father and many of the other men signed has functioned thus far, but it may 
be necessary for more order in our growing colony. Of course, I shall have no say in such things, 
but I believe God will guide us through. I note in particular that young John Alden, who signed 
the Compact aboard the ship along with our father, seems to be gaining much popularity. I am of 
the firm opinion he will become a great man and serve our new home well. 
 

Now, my dearest siblings, I wish you to know, that with all that has happened, we are ever grateful 
for this opportunity to have escaped the persecution of our faith we received in England. However 
trying it may be here, I am filled with gratitude that we may worship God without threat. I think of 
you both longingly and pray for your safety and happiness. 
 

Your loving sister, 
Priscilla Mullins 
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Jessa Dunn Personal Essay  
 

Where would we be without the Pilgrims? Would we have religious freedom, self- governance, or 
even America as we know it? The Pilgrims came to the New World seeking a better life, much like 
many modern-day immigrants. After years of religious persecution, they made the brave decision to 
leave behind everything they knew and cross the potentially deadly Atlantic. Many, including my 
ancestor Priscilla Alden (formerly Mullins), sacrificed family, security, and comfort for an uncer-
tain future. 
 

While researching Priscilla, I was struck by how young she 
wasñjust eighteen and the same age I am now. She en-
dured unimaginable hardships, losing her parents and 
brother soon after arriving. Despite these losses, she sur-
vived, adapted, and helped build the Plymouth Colony. 
Yet, history largely focuses on her husband, John Alden, 
and the other male settlers. Of the 102 Mayflower passen-
gers, only 28 were women. While 41 men signed the May-
flower Compact, women had no say in governing the new 
colony. Still, they played a crucial role raising orphaned 
children, making clothing, cooking, and keeping the com-
munity alive. Their resilience and contributions, though 
often overlooked, were just as vital as those of the men. 
 

I am inspired by these women, who found strength even 
when they had no official power. They remind me that 
leadership is not just about laws or signaturesñitõs about 
perseverance, sacrifice, and shaping the world in ways that 
often go unnoticed. Priscilla and the other women of Plymouth laid the foundation for genera-
tions of women to follow, proving that quiet strength is just as powerful as any declaration. As I 
look toward my own future, I hope to embody their courage and determination, to stand firm in 
my beliefs, and to make a difference, even if history does not record my own name.  
 

The Pilgrims embodied the earliest version of the òAmerican Dreamóñthe hope of building a 
better future despite hardship. They also planted the seeds of democracy, establishing a govern-
ment where the people had a voice, even if that voice was initially limited. Today, immigrants 
from around the world take similar risks, leaving behind everything in search of opportunity and a 
say in their own futures. But while the Wampanoag helped the Pilgrims survive, at great personal 
risk and later discrimination, todayõs immigrants are often met with hostility. If the Native Ameri-
cans had turned their backs on the Pilgrims, history might have unfolded very differently. This 
realization has deepened my respect for immigrants and Native Americans alike. 
 

America was built by people who took risks and by those who helped them. We owe it to our 
history to show the same courage, resilience, and compassion today. 
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Nora May Allen   
4 th  place $1,000  

 
To my mother and father-in-law, Mr. and Mrs. Fisher, 
 

I am writing to you to illustrate the hardships your daughter and I have faced while coming to 
America. The New World is full of never before found resources and experiences; yet, there are 
still many things going amiss. The journey here was not pleasant. With a scarcity of food and ne-
cessities, many of the travelers on our ship died painful deaths and other families are now moving 
forward without their loved ones. However, not all was bad. Elizabeth finally gave birth to little 
Oceanus Hopkins, your second grandchild.  
 

We are happy to welcome our little boy to the New World and begin to build a life that we can be 
proud of. Since our arrival, I have been assigned as the principal negotiator with the Native Amer-
icans on behalf of the Plymouth colony. I have taken the time to peacefully create a treaty with the 
natives and learn of their unique culture and hunting techniques. I have learned two of their lan-
guages as well which has helped me to appeal to them and display enough respect that encourages 
them to establish even better relationships with us. To do this, I also housed two emissaries from 
the Massasoit tribe and talked with them for many hours about how to create a strong alliance 
with the Wampanoag. Being a part of the group of men who made the first encounter with the 
Natives has truly been an honor. I have learned to use my skills and open-mindedness to reason 
with them and create a trusty balance of relationships. Adjusting to life in the colony has been 
tough as our English diets are adjusting to new foods and resources and we are having to learn 
new hunting and fishing skills from the natives. Thirty-seven more passengers also arrived on the 
ship òFortuneó.  It is hard to accommodate these extra pilgrims, because they brought few sup-
plies and very little food.  Therefore, they are draining our resources.  We also do not have accom-
modations for them, and they have to live in our homes.   
 

Unfortunately, many people are continuing to die due to a spread of diseases like smallpox and the 
flu. We all knew that adjusting to this environment was never going to be easy, but sometimes I 
wonder if it is really all worth it. Is the New World really going to be as fantastic as everyone made 
it out to be? Though I do not know the answer, I am confident that I can strengthen our relation-
ships with the Natives and progress towards an even better life in the future. I also hope that one 
day you, Mr. and Mrs. Fisher, will be able to travel to the colony and join your daughter, myself, 
and your grandkids. Despite the struggles, I can see how life could turn out to be far better here 
than it ever was in England.  

With deep tenderness and aspiration for the future, your son in law, 
Stephen Hopkins 

 
 

Nora May Allen  Personal Essay  
 

I plan on pursuing my educational goals in criminal justice and/or administration and minoring in 
the Spanish language. After obtaining my Bachelorõs Degree, I intend to enroll in law school to 
become a family law or prosecuting attorney. I am a critical thinker and detail-oriented, as I have 
been self-motivated to learn about the impact of advocacy. Serving marginalized nations is a goal I 
strive to accomplish. With these goals in mind, exploring the experiences of my ancestor, Stephen 
Hopkins and the pilgrims on the Fortune, has further expanded my goals by widening my 
knowledge of the hardships current marginalized people have faced.  
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After learning how Hopkins was able to appeal to the natives in order to establish a treaty, I am 
able to better understand his motives and techniques. His dedication to learning native culture 

helped the pilgrims create strong relationships with the na-
tives and be able to peacefully coexist and negotiate various 
matters. Hopkins, as well as all the pilgrims on the Fortune, 
displayed great determination and unity in traveling to the 
New World. Additionally, Hopkins was well acquainted with 
the Native Americans as he learned two of their languages in 
hopes of better understanding their practices and lifestyle. In 
my own life, my ancestorõs respectable actions have encour-
aged me to minor in the Spanish language in college so that I 
am able to assist more clients in the legal field. His work also 
motivated me to be more open-minded and understanding 
of the numerous different cultures inside and out of our 
nation. In my career, I can take what I have learned from 
Stephen Hopkins and how he established good relations 
with different people and used his knowledge to benefit both 
his community and that of the Natives. Together, Hopkins 
and the pilgrims of the Fortune demonstrated true courage 
in the will to discover the New World and learn to coexist 

with the Native Americans. With this information in mind, I strive to accept new cultures and 
practices as openly as my ancestor Stephen Hopkins did and embrace the hardships within every 
circumstance.  

ATTENTION LIFE MEMBERS!  

 
 

Ways for you to stay in touch with the Society of Mayflower Descendants in California: 
Attend Colony meetings/events 
Attend Biennial Member meeting 

Respond to emails/letters 
Make a donation 

 
Submit contact information changes to membershipsecretary@camayflower.org 

Be aware of the Life member Standing Rule: If a Life Member has had no contact with 
the Society for two (2) years even when the Society has attempted to establish contact, 
it will be presumed that he or she is no longer living. He or she will be dropped from 

our membership rolls by 31 December of the second years in which there was last con-
tact from the member.  

A member who has been dropped from the rolls for this reason may notify the Society 
of his or her continuing existence and will be reinstated immediately. 
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ALAMEDA COLONY  
Kathleen Ruth Cooney 
GS# 106873  CA# 10784 
11th from William Bradford 
 

FOOTHILL COLONY  
Galen Andrew Hollins 
GS# 106782  CA# 10776 
12th from William Bradford 
 

Robert Marion Newcombe 
GS# 106862  CA# 10782 
11th from Stephen Hopkins 
 

Gregory Christopher Brown 
GS# 106911  CA# 10786 
11th from Francis Cooke 
 

MONTEREY BAY COLONY  
Lynn Meredith (Meacham) Roth 
GS# 106941  CA# 10789 
13th from Francis Cooke 
 

MOTHER LODE COLONY  
Helen Jean Hippenstiel Gesick 
GS# 106781  CA# 10775 
12th from Stephen Hopkins 
 

Mark Randall McDonald 
GS# 106808  CA# 10778 
12th from William White 
 

Lorri Ann (Lawrie) Valenzuela 
GS# 106924  CA# 10787 
11th from George Soule 
 

ORANGE COUNTY COLONY  
Jocelyn (Whiting) Blaskey 
GS# 106795  CA# 10777 
11th from John Alden 
 

RANCHO CONEJO COLONY  
 

Kathleen Poroi-Richmond 
GS# 106987  CA# 10792 
12th from Thomas Rogers 

REDWOOD EMPIRE COLONY  
Linda Lee (Locy) White 
GS# 106942  CA# 10790 
11th from John Howland 
 

SAN FRANCISCO PENINSULA COLONY  

Andrea (Wikle) Kirjassoff 
GS# 106848  CA# 10781 
13th from William Brewster 
 

Sally Anne (Hutchins) Maag 
GS# 107038  CA# 10794 
11th from John Alden 
 

SAN JOAQUIN VALLEY COLONY  
James Robert Loomis 
GS# 106940  CA# 10788 
12th from Miles Standish 
 

SEQUOIA COLONY  
Elliott Moore Freeman 
GS# 106822  CA# 10780 
14th from Stephen Hopkins 
 

Stewart Charles Brewster 
GS# 106968  CA# 10791 
10th from William Brewster 
 
MEMBERS-AT-LARGE 
David Charles Minor 
GS# 106874  CA# 10785 
12th from William Bradford 
 

William Paul Bishop 
GS# 106872  CA# 10783 
11th from John Howland 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
ALAMEDA COLONY  
David Bradford Stephenson 
GS# 92462  CA# 9225 
14th from William Brewster 
14th from Mary Brewster 
 
 

Supplements from  
April 01, 2025  to June 30, 2025  

New Members from  
April 01, 2025  to June 30, 2025  
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INLAND EMPIRE COLONY  
William James Frederick 
GS# 91333  CA# 9150 
13th from Mrs. Mary Brewster 
 

LOS ANGELES COLONY 
Shelley Showalter 
GS# 106508  CA# 10744 
14th from William Brewster 
 

Andrew Mark Hopkins 
GS# 105690  CA# 10664 
12th from Miles Standish 
14th from William Brewster 
 

MOTHER LODE COLONY  
Caroline Broomand 
GS# 84512  CA# 8614 
12th from Stephen Hopkins 
 

REDWOOD EMPIRE COLONY  
Rebecca Ann Lewis 
GS# 106035  CA# 10702 
12th from Samuel Fuller 
 

SAN DIEGO COLONY  
Martha Lukasik 
GS# 103826  CA# 10429 
13th from Richard Warren 
 

Johnathon Christopher Hall 
GS# 106459  CA# 10739 
13th from Richard Warren 
12th from Edward Doty 
 

Matthew Charles Hall 
GS# 106460  CA# 10740 
13th from Richard Warren 
12th from Edward Doty 
 

Michael Alexander Hall 
GS# 106461  CA# 10741 
13th from Richard Warren 
12th from Edward Doty 
 

SAN FRANCISCO PENINSULA COLONY  

Cameo Wood 
GS# 100411  CA# 10004 
13th from William Bradford 
 

David Allen Dean 
GS# 102828  CA# 10310 
13th from Isaac Allerton 

SEQUOIA COLONY  
Margaret Stehle 
GS# 106523  CA# 10749 
11th from Henry Samson 
12th from John Cooke 
13th from Francis Cooke 
 

Emily Meacham 
GS# 106419  CA# 10734 
14th from Thomas Rogers 
14th from John Alden 
14th from Priscilla Mullins 
15th from William Mullins 
 

Sarah Anne Boncore 
GS# 106556  CA# 10752 
14th from Edward Fuller 
 
 

LOS ANGELES COLONY 
Doris Philips 

 

ORANGE COUNTY COLONY  
Patricia Glenn 

November 3, 2021 
 

SANTA BARBARA COLONY 
Sandra Mooney 
June 11, 2023 

 

Jamie Souza 
December 5, 2024 



CALIFORNIA MAYFLOWER                  22                           VOLUME XLIX,  No. 3 

 

Elected Officers & Board of Assistants  
 

Governor    Dr. Robert Lincoln   governor@camayflower.org 
Dep. Governor N.   Diane Douglass   deputygovernornorth@camayflower.org 
Dep. Governor S.   Jay Williams   deputygovrnorsouth@camayflower.org 
Secretary    Sharon Gardner  recordingsecretary@camayflower.org 
Treasurer    Tom Adams  treasurer@camayflower.org 
Historian    Miranda òMandyó Dunkle historian@camayflower.org 
Membership Sec.   Stephen Douglass  membershipsecretary@camayflower.org 
Elder    Lorraine Kocen  elder@camayflower.org 
Counselor   Donna Riegel  counselor@camayflower.org 

Appointed Positions & Committee Chairs  
Captain    Ben Hobbins  captain@camayflower.org 
Surgeon    Matthew S. Bowdish, MD surgeon@camayflower.org 
Librarian   Dianne Sweeny  librarian@camayflower.org 
Office/Library Manager  Kathleen Watson    officemanager@camayflower.org 
Jr. Membership   Amy Conboy   juniormemberships@camayflower.org 
250th Celebration   Ben Hobbins  coachbenhobbins@gmail.com 
Public Relations   Carole Curran   prchair@camayflower.org  
Investment   John McNeill   investments@camayflower.org 
Edu./Scholarship   Billie Mitchell    edu@camayflower.org 
Website    Kathleen Watson   siteadminco@camayflower.org 
CA Quarterly Editors  Nancy Murray-Konkolewski  newseditor@camayflower.org 
   Everett Konkolewski   newseditor@camayflower.org 
Gene Fortine Award  Marcia H. Maloney   trophychair@camayflower.org 
Audit Chair   Vacant    audit@camayflower.org 
Parliamentarian  Marston Watson   parliamentarian@camayflower.org 
QBOA Administrator  Karen Craig  klcraigs1@gmail.com 
   Karen Schwartz  kmschwartz@verizon.net  
Advisor   Kathleen Watson    advisor@gmail.com  
Bequest Chair   Kathleen Watson   sfmayflower@gmail.com 
A 

 

Former State Governors  
 

2023-2025   Kathleen Watson   advisor@camayflower.org 
2021-2023   Scott  A. Miller   scottamillercalmayflowersoc@gmail.com  
2019-2021   Raymond C. Raser   rayrasergov@gmail.com  
2017-2019    Marcia Huntley Maloney  torriecat15@gmail.com 
2015-2017    Patricia M. Friesen   xjester@aol.com  
2011-2015    Kenneth Whittemore   kenwhittemore@gmail.com  
2009-2011    J. Michael Phelps, Esq.  phelps@alumni.princeton.edu  
2007-2009    June Brainard Lazich   juniemin9@aol.com  
2003-2007    Donald Dickenson   ddickenson@aol.com  
2000-2003    Donna Bennett Cole   donnacole03@aol.com  

 

 

Colony Governors  
 

Alameda    Christie Trapp    christietrapp@aol.com  
Foothill    Jeanette DeHart  dehart.family@yahoo.com  
Inland Empire   Pamela Mikkelsen   pammis@gmail.com   
Los Ángeles   Judy Law-Torok  lacolonygovernor@gmail.com  
Monterey Bay   Shelly Ware   shelley4721@att.net  
Mother Lode   Sylvia Dilgard  sdilgard@att.net  
Orange County   Lisa Cole Shaw   lshaw10@cox.net  
Rancho Conejo   Tawny Welch   teg76@aol.com  
Redwood Empire   John McNeill      rovingjohn@sonic.net  
San Diego   William òBuddó Leef  sdcolonygov2024@gmail.com  
San Francisco Peninsula Marston Watson   sfcolonygov@gmail.com  
San Joaquin Valley   Dianna Saario    dlsmayflower@gmail.com  
Santa Barbara   Jay Williams   jay-williams@att.net  
Sequoia    Sharon W. Erickson   Sharon.winslow.erickson@gmail.com  
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Are You Moving? 
 

Be sure to notify our State Membership Secretary, Stephen Douglass: 
membershipsecretary@camayflower.org 

He will notify your governor and everyone else who needs to know.  This will enable you to  
receive your California Mayflower, Mayflower Quarterly and other mailings in a timely fashion. 

 

************************************************************************  

California Mayflower 
 

Next deadline: Oct 01,  2025. Send all text and photo submissions to: 
newseditor@camayflower.org 

 

Submissions to the California Mayflower  Quarterly must be in digital format, either in the body 
of an email or as a Microsoft Word document attachment. Queries relevant to 

 Mayflower families will be published pending space availability.  PLEASE limit them to 75 words.  
Include your membership number and contact information. 

 

NOTE the  deadlines:  They will remain the same year after year.  Submissions prior to the  
deadlines are always appreciated. 

 

   Fall issue   October 1st, 2025 
   Winter issue   January 02, 2026  
   Spring issue  April 1st, 2026 
 

   Summer issue       July 1st, 2026 
 
 ******************************************************************************  

Visit the California Society of Mayflower Descendants on the web at: 
www.camayflower.org or www.camayflower.com 

 

Visit the General Society of Mayflower Descendants at: 
www.themayflowersociety.org 

************************************************************************  
 

CA Mayflower Board of Assistants 2025-2026 Meeting Schedule 
 

 
 

Mark your calendar to save these dates for future meetings: 
 

 

Fall 2025 - October 17 &18 North: Location to be determined 
 

Winter 2026 - January 16 & 17 - Virtual Meeting 
 

Spring 2026 - March 20 & 21 - South: Location to be determined 
 
 

 

 

***********************************************************************  
 

2025 California Mayflower Society.  All rights reserved.  Society members may  
reprint if credit is given.  All others must contact an editor for permission.  Authors retain rights to their 

work. 
 

 

Formatted by Blanca Prisila Soto  
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Colony News  
Foothill Colony  

 

The Foothill Colony Celebrates a Summer of Achievements and Transitions. The Foothill Colony 
is proud to celebrate a season marked by success, recognition, and a renewed sense of purpose as 
we continue to grow and thrive. This summer brought with it several important milestones and 
well-deserved acknowledgments 
for our dedicated members and 
leaders. 
 

One of our most significant 
achievements this year was re-
ceiving the prestigious Gene 
Fortine Awardñan honor that 
underscores our unwavering 
commitment to preserving the 
legacy of our Mayflower ances-
tors. This distinguished recogni-
tion reflects not only our dedica-
tion to service and community 
values but also the collective ef-
fort, unity, and passion demon-
strated by our members through-
out the past two years. 
 
We are also excited to announce 
new leadership appointments to 
our Executive Board. Tom Ad-
ams has been elected as the new 
Executive Board Treasurer, 
bringing fresh energy and a strong financial acumen to the position. In addition, Donna Riegel has 
stepped into the role of Executive Board State Counselor, a key position that supports our broad-
er organizational mission and vision. As we welcome new leaders, we also want to express our 
heartfelt gratitude to those who have faithfully served. Harvey Soldan, who recently concluded his 
tenure as Executive Board Treasurer, has made significant contributions to our financial stability 
and long-term planning. Similarly, Erica Hahn, our outgoing Executive Board State Counselor, 
leaves behind a legacy of thoughtful guidance and dedicated service. 
 

The Foothill Colony is stronger because of these individuals ñ past and present ñ who give so 
much of their time, talent, and leadership. As we look ahead to the rest of the year, we do so with 
gratitude, pride, and excitement for what lies ahead. 

Jeanette DeHart  
Foothill Colony, Governor 

 
 

Back row: Harvey Soldan (Past state treasurer ); Tom Adams (New State Treasurer;  

Front row:  Erica Hahn, Carole Curran Jeanette DeHart (Foothill Colony Governor) 

holding the trophy. Marcia Maloney, Gene Fortine Award Chair and Honorary State 
Governor and Kathy Watson was voted Honorary State Governor, or DGG (Deputy 

Governor General) 



CALIFORNIA MAYFLOWER                  25                           VOLUME XLIX,  No. 3 

 

Santa Barbara  
 

The Santa Barbara Colony had its Spring meeting on 19Apr2025. Deputy Governor South, Robert 
Lincoln, attended the meeting virtually and discussed the Vietnam Era Service Pins.  
He also presided over oath and installation taken by the new colony officers: Governor:  

Jay Williams, Assistant Governor: Leslie Lechner, Secretary: Ruth 
Jackson, Treasurer: Susan Clack, Elder: Marj Friestad, and Mem-
bership: Tami Wilkening. We were joined by two new members: 
Steven Hopkins and Georgie Thurber. The presentation was a 
video produced by Governor Gen-
eral, Lisa Pennington, entitled: 
òWhat Was Left Behindó ð artifacts 
and personal belongings of the 
Plymouth Colony. 
 

Here is the picture of Kristen Ingles, 
Lorie Hannah and Marj Friestad 
accepting the Mayflower index at 
Sayhun Genealogical Society. It was 
happily accepted and they look for-
ward to it being of much assistance 
to researchers. 

 
Tami Wilkening and 
Leslie Lechner went 
to the Honor Flight 
return at the Santa 
Maria airport to "Welcome Home" a flight of 80 
Veterans from their trip to Washington DC. 

 
 
 
 

Jay Williams  
Santa Barbara Colony, Governor  

 

Elder Marjorie Friestad and  
Governor Jay Williams  

Assistant Governor Leslie Lechner , Secretary Ruth 
Jackson, Treasurer Susan Clack and Membership Chair   

Tami Wilkening  

Tami Wilkening and Leslie 
Lechner welcoming  veterans at 

the Honor Flight  

Kristen Ingles, Lorie Hannah, and Marj Friestad 
accepting the Mayflower Index at  

Sayhun Genealogical Society  


