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Judith Swan  
Past Governor General of the General Society of Mayflower Descendants 

 

Judith Marie Swan, a beloved wife, mother, grandmother, and friend, passed away on February 11, 
2025, in Huntington Beach, California, at the age of 76. She was born on February 27, 1948, in 

Vineyard Haven, Massachusetts, to Marvin and Ruth Haddock. She was 
preceded in death by her parents and her sister, Kathy North. Judyõs early 
years were marked by a commitment to leadership and excellence. She at-
tended Miami High School in Arizona, where she served as student body 
president, and went on to earn both her Bachelorõs and Masterõs degrees in 
Business from California State University, Long Beach. Throughout her 25-
year career as a university administrator, Judy was known for her dedication, 
intelligence, and tireless work ethic. She always put the needs of others be-
fore her own, consistently striving to make a positive impact in the lives of 
her colleagues, students, and the larger community. 
 

In 1978, Judy married the love of her life, Philip Swan. Together, they built 
a life rich in love and shared passions. Judy was a devoted mother to her 
two children, Marvin and Michelle, and a cherished grandmother to Mi-
chael, Brandon, Marley, Melanie, and Mikayla. Her greatest joy came from 

spending time with her family and friends, and she found immense satisfaction in tracing her an-
cestry and learning about her genealogy. Judy belonged to many heritage associations and her con-
tributions and leadership abilities led her straight to the post of Governor General of the Society of 
Mayflower Descendants.   She held many positions in The Mayflower society including the gover-
nor of the Orange County colony.  At the state level she was chair of the investment committee for 
several years.  We in California were so very proud of her accomplishments, especially at the gen-
eral society level. 
 

She helped many of us who were searching for Mayflower ancestors when she traveled to Plym-
outh and to Salt Lake City.  Along the way she gathered cousins she didnõt know she had.  She 
made many friends and associates as she traveled the country for Mayflower and other organiza-

tions. Judy was also a founding member of the Irvine Ranch Chapter, 

DAR.  She was very proud of her New England roots. 
 

On a personal level, she was my mentor as I began my own Mayflower 
journey in the Society and helped me find my second Richard WARREN 
Mayflower ancestor opening up a new line of eligibility for many others. In 
addition, we were in many other heritage societies as well including the 
Daughters of Founders and Patriots of America. And Daughters of Union 
Veterans.   
 

Judy will be dearly missed, but her legacy of kindness, thoughtfulness, and 
generosity will live on in the hearts of all who knew her. In lieu of flowers, 
the family requested that donations be made in her name to our Mayflower 
Society, an organization she held dear. 
 

Marcia Huntley Maloney 
Past California Governor and Past 

Deputy Governor General 

Marcia Malowney 
Past CA Governor  

Former Governor  
General Judy Swan  



CALIFORNIA MAYFLOWER                  3                           VOLUME XLIX,  No. 2 

 

Judith Swan  
Former Governor General  Lea Filson  

 

Hello, I am Lea Sinclair Filson. Judy was first a dear friend but also a force of nature who  
mentored me on my journey serving the General Society of Mayflower Descendants or GSMD. 
Judy was the third female GSMD Governor General since 1897. 
Two terms later, I was the fourth. She did everything in her pow-
er to see me elected. 
 

Judith Haddock Swan leaves this earth a better place. She is the 
model of a life well lived. A devoted wife to Phil, loving Mother 
to Marvin and Michelle and one who truly understands the signif-
icance of oneõs immediate and extended family. Judy also had 
another family ð her Mayflower family. To me, she was an in-
credible, warm, giving, and wise friend and I am one of many 
friends whose lives she changed.  
 

Judy was a mentor to me and was one of the first people who 
welcomed me at the first General Society Mayflower Descend-
ants meeting I attended. She was Treasurer General then and I 
remember watching her conduct herself in a way that made me 
think I would really love to be her friend.  
 

I knew no one there and was quite intimidated until she welcomed me warmly and made me feel 
comfortable, explaining the quirks and inside stories within the society. That is when I first heard 
her laugh. We had so many laughs through the years. 
 

When she became Governor General, she was an inspiration to everyone. During her term, she 
was the person who created our GSMD scholarship program, she expertly ran the Silver Books 
project before, during, and after her term as Governor General. It was Judy who carefully crafted a 

beautiful scrap book of every society across the U.S. she 
visited with the names and photos of every member she 
met. 
 

I was Insignia Chair during her term as Governor General 
and when she learned about a member who had several 
proven ancestors but could not afford to purchase the med-
al and bars to proudly wear, she quietly bought it for him 
and asked me to never tell a soul. I think she would be okay 
with me telling you today.  
 

We used to joke about meeting at GSMD meetings when we 
were older, standing in the back of the room with our walk-
ers, and laughing, knowing we no longer had to worry about 
whatever was being discussed. She was a brilliant leader in 
her career and carried those talents to the California Society 
as well as the General Society. She was a member and leader 

of many lineal societies. When she called and told me to join this society or that  society, I did it 
without question because if she felt it was important, it was important to me.   
 

 

Former Governor General 
Lea Filson & Judy Swan  
2011 Louisiana Cotillion  

Former Governor General  
Judy  Swan & Phil Swan at  LA  

Compact Day Luncheon 2016  
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I will remember most the twinkle in her eye 
when we looked across the room during long 
and boring meetings. I will remember her 
thoughtful and encouraging smile when some-
thing was said that brought success for the per-
son talking about it. I will remember her laugh 
on long phone calls while we solved the prob-
lems of the world.  
 

Judy always set the example of someone who 
followed their better angel, encouraging com-
passion and understanding, even when faced 
with conflict. 
 

Phil, Michelle, and Marvin, I am so sorry for 
your loss. Judith Haddock Swan ð dear friend ð 
you will be missed ð but never forgotten. 
 
 

Judith Swan Memorial Service  
February 20, 2025, Westminster Memorial Park 

Westminster, CA 

Judyõs body was laid to rest in the Garden of Angels  

Former Governor General Judy Swan  
Mayflower Garden Walkway Dedication 2011 
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Governorõs Message  
 

As my time as Governor comes to an end, I want to take a moment to express my gratitude to 
each of you. Leading this organization has been an incredible honor, and I am immensely proud 
of what we have accomplished together.  
 

Each officer of the Executive Committee has been a pleasure to 
work with. Their commitment to doing the best volunteer work 
for the State Society has been impressive. Saying thank you to 
Robert, Diane, Mandy, Steve, Harvey, Erica, Ben, and Lorraine 
barely scratches the surface to recognize their efforts. 
 

Colony Governors deserve my deepest gratitude for you are the 
oil that keeps the State Society engine purring. Entertaining 
meetings, member communications and community outreach 
leads to retention of members. I extend thanks for your support 
in dues collection which is now easier through use of Quick-
books. 
 

Throughout my term, we have achieved the goals I announced at 
the beginning. There were three outlined in June 2023. All three 
have been achieved: fiscal responsibility, member involvement in member retention, and technol-
ogy to manage membership data. We will celebrate these achievements at the June 2025 member-
ship meeting with Governor General Lisa Pennington. 
 

I leave with confidence in the bright future ahead for the State Society. The foundation built will 
secure financial stability and insure that volunteers will be able to manage the Society. 
Thank you for your support, hard work, and commitment. I look forward to seeing you at the 
2025 Biennial Member Meeting on June 21, 2025. 

Kathy Watson 
Governor  

ATTENTION LIFE MEMBERS!  

 
 

Ways for you to stay in touch with the Society of Mayflower Descendants in California: 
Attend Colony meetings/events 
Attend Biennial Member meeting 
Respond to emails/letters 
Make a donation 
 
Submit contact information changes to membershipsecretary@camayflower.org 
Be aware of the Life member Standing Rule: If a Life Member has had no contact with the Society for two (2) 
years even when the Society has attempted to establish contact, it will be presumed that he or she is no longer 
living. He or she will be dropped from our membership rolls by 31 December of the second years in which 
there was last contact from the member. A member who has been dropped from the rolls for this reason may 
notify the Society of his or her continuing existence and will be reinstated immediately. 

Kathy Watson  
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Deputy Governor North  
 

This past quarter, I had the pleasure of attending two northern colonies meetings, the joint Se-
quoia Colony - San Francisco Colony meeting and the March Mother Lode Colony meeting.  Both 
meetings provided attendees with Mayflower Society and State Society update, as well as Colony 
happenings.   It is always a pleasure to meet and reconnect with Mayflower cousins and share our 
passion for genealogy, history, and our shared Mayflower heritage. 

 

If you are able to attend your colonyõs meeting in person, I urge 
you to do so.   The agendas and programs are informative, and 
the people are very welcoming and kind. We held our spring 
Board of Assistants (BOA) meeting on March 22nd in San Jose.  
Those who attended in person seemed to like the venue (The 
SpringHill Suites San Jose Airport), the ease of access, the safety 
of San Jose, and the socializing ð we are a fun group!  We had a 
no-host Friday night dinner at a local Italian restaurant for all 
those who were staying overnight in the area.   The food is  
consistently good and the company and camaraderie is great. 
 

Many BOA members attended Saturdayõs meeting online via 
Teams and the Executive Board appreciates your continued  
flexibility in using Teams which comes free with our Societyõs 

Microsoft Office subscription.  We do not meet again in person up in the north until March 2026.  
I hope to see many of you there in person next year. 
 

The Decision 2025 Committee has completed the deaccession of the libraryõs book holdings and 
Dianne Sweeny, our Librarian and Decision 2025 Committee member, has created the list of 
books which we are offering to the Sutro Library in San Francisco and other public libraries.  
Thank you, Dianne! 
 

Currently, the Sutro Library is reviewing the list to select any books in which they may be interest-
ed.  After this, the list will be updated and distributed to the Colony Governors to pass on to any 
of their areaõs local public libraries for review.  Any remaining books not taken by those public 
libraries will be offered to the membership for a very nominal donation.  Please note that any 
member who donated a book to the library may reclaim the book by reaching out to me at: 
deputygovernornorth@camayflower.org 
 

Next up for the Decision 2025 Committee is estimating the space requirements and location for a 
small office and the small collection of books.  We are also interested in hearing from the colonies 
regarding potential locations.  Please feel free to contact me at: 
 deputygovernornorth@camayflower.org or smdnded@gmail.com with any thoughtful  
suggestions.  

Diane Douglass 
Deputy Governor North 

Diane Douglass 
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Deputy Governor South  
 

The California Society of Mayflower Descendants will hold a combined Board of Assistants and 
Membership meeting on Saturday June 21, 2025.  Gov. General Lisa Pennington will be the spe-
cial speaker for the meeting.  I attended an Orange County Colony meeting in February at which 
she was the speaker.  She is an enthusiastic advocate for the Mayflower Society and an interesting 

speaker.  I encourage all members to take this opportunity to meet 
Gov. General Pennington.   
 

The meeting will start at 10:00 a.m. at the Courtyard by Marriot Ho-
tel located at 2100 W. Empire Ave. in Burbank.  All members of the 
California Society are invited to attend.  The Courtyard by Marriot 
Hotel has plenty of daytime free parking for those driving to the 
meeting.  It is about one mile from the Burbank Airport for those 
flying to Burbank.  While there is not a hotel shuttle, it is an easy 
UBER or Taxi ride from the airport to the hotel.  The lunch and 
meeting will conclude in early afternoon.  The Executive Board 
meeting will be held the day prior on Friday, June 20, starting at 3:00 
p.m. and will also be at the Courtyard. 
 

The cost for the luncheon during the membership meeting will be 
$55 for a Mexican Buffet.  It is very easy to RSVP and pay for the 
meeting and lunch.  On the main page of the CSMD website 
(camayflower.org) is a link to RSVP and pay online or a mailing ad-
dress for the Treasurer if you would prefer to pay by physical check. 

 

One item for the agenda of the meeting is the election of the new 
CSMD Board of Assistants.  At the recent BOA meeting in March, I was announced by the Nomi-
nating Committee as the nominee for Governor.  I look forward to continuing to work with the 
many outstanding CSMD members who help our Society function both as CSMD officers or oth-
er appointed positions.  Gail and Ray Raser have served as co-editors of the California Mayflower 
Quarterly for thirteen years and have decided to step down.  As I have told them, I donõt think 
that we will find anyone to do the job as well as they have as our Quarterly is truly exceptional.  
 If you are interested in serving as Quarterly editor, please email me at drrlincoln@yahoo.com or 
email Gail or Ray at camayflowereditor@gmail.com for more information.  The Society can hire 
professional help with formatting and prepping the Quarterly for the printers if you want that 
help. 

Dr. Robert Lincoln, Ph. D. 
Deputy Governor South 

 
 

Dr. Robert Lincoln 
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March 2025 BOA Meeting San Jose, CA  
 

It's good that BOA members are able to attend quarterly BOA meetings virtually, but it's always 
special to meet together in person. Here are some photos of the people who were able to be  
together in San Jose for our BOA meeting this March. 
 
 
 
 
 

Front row: Mandy Dunkle, Robert Lincoln, Kathy Watson, Diane Douglass, Sylvia Dilgard,  
Marston Watson 

 

Back row: Erica Hahn, Ray Garrett, Lorraine Kocen, Miles Standish, Stephen Douglass, Ray Raser, 
Gail Raser, Shelly Ware, Dianne Sweeny 

Gov. Kathy Watson who has led 
our state society these past two 

years. 

Elder Lorraine Kocen leads us 
in prayers for guidance  

We celebrated Ray Garrett's 
birthday on this day thanks 

to Diane and Stephen 
Douglass. 
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Lecture Series from The Mayflower Society  
 

In 2021, the Mayflower Society launched a very popular Lecture Series covering a variety of  
Mayflower Pilgrim-related topics including their odyssey, their life and times, their maritime  
experience and of course, genealogy! 
 

Please plan to join us for a fun learning experience about the Mayflower Pilgrims and genealogy 
topics, right from the comfort of your own home. 
 

*Monthly webinar lectures are free and open to the public. 
 

*No pre-registration required. 
 

*Live event links are posted. 
 

*Webinars are recorded and available on demand. 
 

ALL TIMES LISTED ARE IN EASTERN STANDARD TIME!!!! 
 

The next three lectures are listed below.  You just log in by going to the General Society website 
and you can be part of these lectures and you can also watch and listen to the past virtual pro-
grams of interest to you.  www.themayflowersociety.org 
 

Monday, May 19th at 7 pm EST ð òA PERFECT FRENZYó ð with Andrew Lawler 
 

Tuesday, June 17th at 3 pm EST ð òTHE BLAZING WORLD: REVOLUTIONARY ENG-
LAND, 1603-1689ó ð with Jonathan Healey 
 

Tuesday, June 24th at 7 pm EST ð òTHE PHOTO ANGELó ð with Kate Kelley 
 

The above is just a small sampling of materials that are available through the general society web-
site.  There are all kinds of learning materials made possible by many people who love our society 
and enjoy sharing the wealth of information available for us all. 

Leave a Lasting Legacy  
 

As you plan for your future and your estate, please remember  to include the  
California Society of Mayflower Descendants as a commitment to the future of 

the Mayflower Society in California.  
 

Join  the òOne Small Candleó legacy membership. 
 

All information and forms can be found on our state website. 
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State News  
 

Nominations for Voted Positions for California Mayflower Society 
The nomination committee submitted a full slate of officers to the board in March. These are the 
positions that according to the by-laws are voted on by the members. The rest of the board  
positions are appointed by the California Governor after he/she is elected, along with the colony 
governors as voted on by the colonies. Please enjoy the bioõs of the members who have been  
willing to serve us for the next two years. We appreciate their commitment of time and energy to 
serve our state society. Voting will be in person at the membership meeting this June or virtually 
for all California members in good standing. You must pre-register for the virtual meeting link.    

 

Dr. Robert Lincoln  
Governor  

Dr. Robert Lincoln first started researching his genealogy over twenty-five years ago to determine 
his relationship to President Abraham Lincoln (answer is none).  But he has traced his descent 
from over 175 early New England immigrants to Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island 
including the Mayflower passenger, Thomas Rogers.  Thomas Rogers is his only Mayflower pas-
senger but he usually can find a common ancestor with anyone who also has 
an extensive New England genealogy tree.  Dr. Lincoln has been a member 
of the California Society of Mayflower Descendants since March of 2000.  
He is currently finishing his third and last term as the Los Angeles Colony 
Governor and his second term as California State Society Deputy Governor 
South.  He has held various officer positions for the Order of Founders and 
Patriots in America (OPFA) in California and the Society of Colony Wars 
(SCW) in California.  Dr. Lincoln completed a Bachelor of Science degree 
majoring in Mathematics and Computer Science and a Master of Science 
degree and Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering, all from UCLA.  He has worked 
on airborne defense radar system software development and system integra-
tion for over forty years.  Dr. Lincoln retired in 2017 as a Senior Fellow from 
the defense contractor Raytheon.  He returned as a consultant two or three 
days a week for his former programs in 2019 which he continues to do.  Dr. 
Lincoln and his wife, Marguerite, have been married 43 years and live in 
Glendale, CA.  They have two children, Bobby, who got married to his wife 
Jessie in June 2024, and Danielle, who became engaged to her fiancée, Ramzi, in December 2024. 

 

Lorraine Ayral Kocen  
Elder 

 Lorraine was born in New York, spent five winters in Minnesota, and was happy to move to  
California. She retired from Verizon Communications in 2015 as Director, Regulatory, working 
with the Public Utilities Commissions of California, Arizona and Nevada. In a nod to her May-
flower ancestors, she started her career in Engineering at Sperry Systems Management, working on 
the development of the navigation system of the Trident Submarine and was among the first 
women civilian engineers who traveled on Navy ships. In retirement, she volunteers at the Reagan 
Library and has been involved with just a few lineage societies. 

Dr. Robert Lincoln 
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She has been a member of SMD for over 20 years and is serving as 
State Elder.  She also has served as Governor of the Rancho Conejo 
Colony and recently served as Colony Elder.  She also served as  
Chaplain of the Conejo Valley Chapter of National Society, Daughters 
of the American Revolution. She is currently the President of the  
Aquila Chase Chapter for Colonial Dames XVII Century as well as 
State Treasurer.  She is a member of the Pilgrim John Howland  
Society, Crown of Charlemagne and Descendants of Early Colonial 
Governors. 

 
Diane Douglass  
Deputy Governor North  

 

Born and raised in Plymouth County Massachusetts, Diane has been in Northern California for 
over 40 years.   She has a BSEE in Electrical Engineering from Brown University and moved to 
Silicon Valley immediately after graduation to begin her career at Intel in microprocessor design.   
Diane met her husband, Steve, at Intel and they have been married for 37 years.  Diane òretiredó 
from Intel in the mid 1990õs to raise her 3 (now grown) children. While 
raising her children, Diane has held a variety of leadership positions at the 
local schools and in her community.  She has been Treasurer for the 
school PTA, Membership Chairperson for the Friends of the Saratoga 
Libraries, Vice President of her neighborhood clubõs Governing Board, 
President of her neighborhoodõs Tennis Club, and Director of Events for 
a local, non-profit animal rescue.    
 

Diane joined the Mayflower Society in 2016 and has since held the posi-
tions of Colony Membership Chairperson and Board of Assistants (BOA) 
Delegate for the Sequoia Colony, her primary colony.   She was appointed 
a California Mayflower Society Assistant Historian in 2020, a position she 
truly enjoys.  She loves assisting applicants with researching and preparing 
their GSMD applications as well as welcoming new members to the California Mayflower Society 
and to the Sequoia Colony.   
 

Most recently, Diane has had the pleasure of serving the Society as Deputy Governor North.  She 
has enjoyed visiting the Northern Colonies and meeting Mayflower cousins, bringing colony news 
and any concerns back to the State Officers, and keeping the colonies up to date with respect to 
GSMD and State Society happenings. 
 

She is also serving as the Decision 2025 Committee Chairperson, tasked with evaluating the status 
of the library, making a recommendation regarding the renewal of the libraryõs lease, and defining 
a new incarnation of our library/research center to better serve our members. 
Dianeõs interest in genealogy was sparked by her motherõs desire to join the Mayflower Society.   
She has since found and proven descent from 10 Mayflower passengers on her motherõs side.  In 
researching her husbandõs ancestorsõ journey to California in the 1800s, Diane discovered and has 
proven that her husband descends from 5 Mayflower passengers ð 4 of whom they share!  Dianeõs 
paternal side immigrated to the US from Poland in the early 1900s and she hopes to begin the 
challenging task of researching her Polish roots soon. Diane looks forward to the opportunity to 
continue Mayflower service as Deputy Governor North.  
 

Diane Douglass 

Lorraine Kocen  
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Steve Douglass  
Membership Secretary  

Steve was born and raised in the San Francisco Bay Area and is a 3rd generation Northern  
Californian.  He holds a BSEE from Santa Clara University and an 
MSEE from Stanford University, and has had a very fulfilling career in 
the semiconductor industry.  Steveõs first job was a design engineer at 
Intel Corporation, where he met his wife, Diane.  They have been 
married for 37 years and they have three grown children who still live 
in the SF Bay Area. 
 

After Intel, Steve held various engineering leadership and executive 
positions throughout his career, including Business Unit Director of 
Programmable Logic at Cypress Semiconductor, Corporate VP of 
R&D and Technical Sales at Xilinx, and SVP of R&D and CTO at 
Lattice Semiconductor.  He holds 25 US patents, mostly in  
programmable logic architecture and design.  After 40 exciting years of 
technical innovation and leadership, Steve retired from full-time employment and is now an indus-
try consultant. 
 

Steve joined the California Society of Mayflower Descendants in 2020, thanks to the genealogical 
sleuthing of his wife, Diane.  Steve had no idea he had had any ancestral ties to any Mayflower 
Passengers until Diane began exploring the not-so-well documented paternal side of his family 
tree.  She discovered that Steve was related to not one, but five Mayflower Passengers, all through 
his fatherõs side of the family!  Both Steve and his 90-year-old father were very excited by the news 
and joined the CSMD together. Steve is a member of the Sequoia Colony and served as their dele-
gate from June 2023 to October 2024, when he was appointed CSMD Membership Secretary by 
Governor Kathleen Watson.  He helped integrate CSMD membership data into QuickBoooks and 
is now focused on strengthening our membership management processes and our member out-
reach programs.  
 
 
 
 

Tom Adams  

  

Treasurer 
 

Tom is a California native. He is married to the beautiful Sally Bixby Adams and has two grown 
children. 
 

He has lived most of his life in Monrovia where over 30 years, he was first on the planning com-
mission, then on the city council, then two terms as the Mayor of Monrovia.  As mayor, he was 
very involved in the issues of the finances of the city, which were  in shambles when he took of-
fice. 
 

He has his own business, a real estate firm in Monrovia called Adams and Barnes. He has been a 
Rotarian for more than 30 years and been his club's president twice. He found his Mayflower roots 
through a cousin and immediately joined the Society. He is now the sergeant at arm for the  
Foothill colony, and is on the state investment committee. 

Steve Douglass 



CALIFORNIA MAYFLOWER                  13                           VOLUME XLIX,  No. 2 

 

Mandy Dunkle  
Historian  

 

Iõve enjoyed being your California State Historian these past four years and look forward to  
continuing into the next administration! As a California native, I am the fourth generation in my 

family born in Orange County, California. I have a deep-rooted love of 
genealogy and of my family history ever since I discovered my  
great-grandmotherõs research as a child. My husband, Joe, and I have 
been married for 17 years and have one daughter, Amelia, who is 12 
years old. 
 

I became a member of The Mayflower Society in 2018 through my  
descent from John, Elinor , and Francis Billington those black sheep 
Billingtons! I have also proven my descendancy from Richard Warren, 
Francis Cooke, his son John, and Thomas Rogers and his son, 
Joseph. In 2019, I was appointed as the first Colony Membership Chair 
(CMC) to the Orange County Colony and in December of that year, 
became an Assistant State Historian for our State Society. In addition to 
helping those with their Mayflower lineage, I spend my time home-

schooling my daughter, traveling, singing, gardening, bird watching, and volunteering as a Girl 
Scouts troop leader.  
 

Sharon Gardner  
Recording Secretary  

During college, I worked part time for a local supermarket and moved to their corporate office 
after graduation. Shop Rite was a regional supermarket chain and among the first to pioneer new 
check-out technology. I evaluated the performance and coordinated the installation of new  
computerized systems. This led to an opportunity with Sperry Univac, marketing and installing 

their scanning cash register systems nationwide. When that division 
moved, I stayed in Chicago and transitioned to real estate. In 1983, 
my husband accepted a position in California, and we were happy 
to relocate. I shifted to a retail career with Neiman Marcus, where I 
gained management experience and took advantage of the oppor-
tunity to polish my administrative and secretarial skills. 
 

Since retirement in 2015, volunteering and travel have kept me 
busy. My focus has been animal rescue and community involve-
ment. I also discovered a passion for genealogy. Ever since my 
grandmother told me we had a relative on the Mayflower and  
soldiers in the American Revolution, I have been researching my 
family tree. I am currently indexing and certifying applications for 
the GSMD Easy App Generator. and transcribing pioneer marriage 

certificates from Old Town San Diego for the DAR Lineage Committee. I was warmly welcomed 
at the General Congress in Plymouth in 2023 and decided then that I wanted to serve the GSMD.  
 

About Sharon: BA  1972 State University of New York, New Paltz. Member, General Society of 
Mayflower Descendants; Current Recording Secretary San Diego Colony; Member, Elder William 
Brewster Society; Member, Daughters of the American Revolution; Member, San Diego  
Genealogical Society. 

Mandy Dunkle  

Sharon Gardner  
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Jay Williams  
Deputy Governor South  

 

My name is Jay Williams (retired Aerospace Engineer) and I have been a member of the General 
Society of Mayflower Descendants since 2010. I have been officially recognized through several 
lines of descendancy: John Tilley, Joan Hurst Tilley, Elizabeth Tilley and John Howland. I have 

been affiliated with the Redwood Colony and am currently a 
member of the Santa Barbara Colony. I have served in the  
following offices: Colony Governor (current), Colony Treasurer 
(several terms), Colony Delegate to the State BOA, California 
Delegate to the General Society GBOA & Congress, and  
Mayflower Guard.  
 

I participated in the Tournament of Roses Float decorating as 
well as the Greeting On The Green public outreach. I have also 
participated in several local educational community outreaches. 
I have attended several GBOA and Congress meetings in Plym-
outh Massachusetts. In 2024 I took the Mayflower European 
Heritage Tour in The Netherlands and England ð giving me a 
broader understanding of òThe Other Half Of The Storyó (what 
led our ancestors to make the journeys with much personal  
sacrifice). I am currently running for the state office of Deputy 
Governor South. 

 

Donna Riegel  
Counselor 

 

Education  
 

BA - California State University, Los Angeles 
JD -  Loyola Law School, Los Angeles 
 

California State Bar Association 
 

Member #137202 
1988 - Nov. 2020 ð Active Member 
Dec. 2020 - Present ð Inactive (retired) 
 

Volunteer Experience  
Board of Directors, Rosemary Childrenõs Services Pasadena, 1995-2005 
Volunteer Temporary Judge, Los Angeles County Superior Court, 1999-2005 
California State Bar Association. Client Security Fund Commission, 2005-2009 
 

Lineage Societies  
The Mayflower Society, Foothill Colony (Elder) 
 

Jamestowne Society 
 

Colonial Dames XVII Century, Plymouth Chapter (Treasurer) 
 

Daughters of the American Revolution, Martin Severance Chapter (Treasurer) 

Jay Williams  
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Proposed Revisions to the bylaws  
 

For the June 2025 membership meeting 
 
Revision of ARTICLE V, FEES AND DUES,  Section 5: Life Membership, paragraph a.  
 a. As of June 17, 2023, Life Membership is not available in this Society. after 
these revisions to the Bylaws are adopted.  
 
Rationale: housekeeping. The revisions were approved on June 17, 2023. 
 
 
Revision  of  ARTICLE III, Section 3:Government, paragraph b. 
 

 b. Board of Assistants: When the State Membership is not in session, the Board 
of Assistants shall consist of the Officers of the State Society (the Governor; 
Deputy Governor North; Deputy Governor South; Recording Secretary; Treas-
urer; Membership Secretary; Historian; Counselor; and Elder); Captain; Surgeon; 
Colony Governors or Colony Delegates; Honorary Governors; all of whom shall 
be members in good standing  of the State Society, including being current on 
their dues. 

 
Rationale: To clarify  whether being òin good standingó included being current on dues.  
 
 
Strike ARTICLE V, FEES AND DUES,  Section 5: Life Membership, paragraph c. 
A current member who is unable to pay the annual dues, may make application to the 

Board of Assistants to become exempt from paying annual dues, provided that mem-
ber is at least 85 years old and has been a dues paying member for at least 20 years.   

 
Rationale: This provision was obviously the product of good intentions, but in reality, did 
not work at all. Firstly it created via a backdoor a category of Life Membership, which we 
wanted to abolish, because the financial burden of life memberships on our Society has 
become a serious threat to our actual survival. 
 
Secondly it turned out to be unworkable.  How were we going to judge inability to pay?  
It required a level of intrusiveness into the finances of our members for which we have 
no real ability to judge. 
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Juniors Membership Report  
 

2024 was another great year for our California Mayflower Society Juniors.  Our state society wel-
comed thirty-one new Juniors with an age range from newborn to seventeen years old.    There 
were twenty-two sponsors from ten different colonies in California.  The sponsors included par-
ents, grandparents and great-grandparents.  Congratulations to the San Diego Colony for having 
the most Junior sponsorships.   
 

Is your Junior receiving the November Greeting in the mail and the semi-annual Juniors newsletter 
by email?  If not, please update your Junior's contact information 
at: juniormemberships@camayflower.org. 

Amy Conboy 
Juniors Membership Chair 

California Mayflower Society 
Juniors Committee, GSMD 

 

Looking for Editor(s)!! 
 

After 13 years of taking over the position of CA Mayflower Quarterly, it is time to turn over the 
position to a new person or team.  We have completely enjoyed having this responsibility and put-
ting our touch on the four annual publications.  We want to thank 
all of you for your submissions and cooperation during these years. 
 

The job of the editors entails taking the material submitted by the 
colonies, and the state officers and other members who contribute 
articles of interest regarding our Mayflower ancestry, and placing 
them in a logical format with pictures to help maintain the interest 
of our readers.   
 

The quarterly is the one publication that all members of the  
California Society receives in a hard copy format which is important 
to some of our members who do not have electronic mail/
communication.  A knowledge of formatting is required by at least 
one member of the team.  Yes, it is a team effort!!! 
 

Our incoming to be elected governor is in charge of making this 
appointment, but please feel free to reach out to us, or any member 
of the current executive board if you have any interest or questions 
about this position. Again, we thank you for your cooperation over the years, and please help us 
move forward in this pursuit of our replacement. 
 

For future California Mayflower Quarterly submissions, please send to: 
newseditor@camayflower.org  

Ray and Gail Raser 
Co-Editors 

 

Gail & Ray Raser  
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State Historianõs Report 
 

Colony annual meetings are ramping up as we get ready to end the 2024-2025 season. Weõve had a 
lot of changes to colony boards, so if you have a new CMC, please let me know. There have been 
some staffing changes in Plymouth at the Research Library and while they work through the transi-
tion, it has caused a slight delay in application approvals. Weõre currently at around a 3-4 monthsõ 
timeframe for approvals. If you have any members or perspectives that are inquiring, please let 
them know. Note: Silver Supplementals are being approved in an expedient manner. Applications 
pending for California are from late December/early January to current. 
 

The Silver Book Committee in Plymouth is gearing up for new volumes/parts to be released this 
year. The passenger books that will be released for 2025 are: George Soule, Francis Eaton, Desire 
Howland, and another part for Thomas Rogers. The next installment of books that are planned to 
be released are another part for John Alden, Richard More, Fuller (Samuel?), William White, James 
Chilton, Stephen Hopkins, William Bradford, and Isaac, Hope & Ruth Howland. 
 

We had a nice BOA in San Jose in March and it was good to see friendly and new faces. I hope that 
more of you will be at our BOA in June where we will be installing a new board with the help of 
our Governor General Lisa Pennington! Itõs a great way to learn about the process of our State 
Society, connect with your California Mayflower Cousins and enjoy being together! My family and I 
will be there and look forward to seeing you soon in Burbank. 
 

If you would like to do a supplemental, please contact me directly. Applications are handled at a 
state level with the State Historian and do not require that you contact the General Society for an 
application. As always, if you have any questions or need help with anything, please let me know. 
 

Application Updates: 
Year to Date (2025), weõve had 22 new members and 32 supplementals approved.  
Applications submitted between January 1st and March 31st: 28 new member and 40 supplementals.  

Mandy Dunkle  
California State Historian 
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California Mayflower Society Members Contributions to the General Society 
 

Often we stay focused on what Mayflower is doing in our state for our society, but many of our 
members are making contributions not only to our state society, but also to the Mayflower General 
Society.  We know there are many ways to contribute, but as was noted in a recent edition of  
The Mayflower Quarterly Magazine, we want to thank our CA members who have also been  
recognized for their contributions to the General Society. 
 

Erica Hahn: Through her research discovered a new Allerton and Brewster line in Virginia. 
 

Diane Douglass: received a 2024 Governor Generalõs Commendation Award for her work on the 
Historianõs SWAT Team 
 

Mayflower Indexers helped to make the Easy App Generator a reality. Those from the California 
Society are:  Carolyn Calzia, Deborah Coon, Miranda Dunkle, Sharon Gardner, Sandra Graham, 
Tonia Haney, Michael Harvey, Susan Hasselkuss, Barbara Matulich, Claudette Perry, David Ste-
phenson, Barbara Taylor, Noel Van Slyke, Kenneth Whittemore, Louis Windhurst, Rachelle Yost. 
 

From The Mayflower Quarterly Magazine: Vol. 90, No.4, Winter 2024 
 

ATTENTION LIFE MEMBERS!  
 
 

Ways for you to stay in touch with the Society of Mayflower Descendants in  
California: 

Attend Colony meetings/events 
Attend Biennial Member meeting 

Respond to emails/letters 
Make a donation 

 
Submit contact information changes to membershipsecretary@camayflower.org 

Be aware of the Life member Standing Rule: If a Life Member has had no contact 
with the Society for two (2) years even when the Society has attempted to establish 

contact, it will be presumed that he or she is no longer living. He or she will be 
dropped from our membership rolls by 31 December of the second years in which 
there was last contact from the member. A member who has been dropped from 
the rolls for this reason may notify the Society of his or her continuing existence 

and will be reinstated immediately. 
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Elected Officers & Board of Assistants  
 

Governor    Kathleen Watson  governor@camayflower.org 
Dep. Governor N.   Diane Douglass   deputygovernornorth@camayflower.org 
Dep. Governor S.   Dr. Robert A. Lincoln  deputygovrnorsouth@camayflower.org 
Secretary    Ben Hobbins  recordingsecretary@camayflower.org 
Treasurer    Harvey Soldan  treasurer@camayflower.org 
Historian    Miranda òMandyó Dunkle historian@camayflower.org 
Membership Sec.   Stephen Douglass  membershipsecretary@camayflower.org 
Elder    Lorraine Kocen  elder@camayflower.org 
Counselor   Erica Lis Hahn  counselor@camayflower.org 

Appointed Positions & Committee Chairs  
Captain    Miles Standish   captain@camayflower.org 
Surgeon    Matthew S. Bowdish, MD surgeon@camayflower.org 
Librarian   Dianne Sweeny  librarian@camayflower.org 
Office/Library Manager  Kathleen Watson    officemanager@camayflower.org 
Jr. Membership   Amy Conboy   juniormemberships@camayflower.org 
250th Celebration   Ben Hobbins  coachbenhobbins@gmail.com 
Public Relations   Carole Curran   prchair@camayflower.org  
Technology  Richard Grogan  tech@camayflower.org 
Investment   John McNeill   investments@camayflower.org 
Edu./Scholarship   Billie Mitchell    edu@camayflower.org 
Website    Scott A. Miller   siteadmin@camayflower.org 
   Kathleen Watson   siteadminco@camayflower.org 
CA Quarterly Editors  Ray & Gail Raser   newseditor@camayflower.org 
Gene Fortine Award  Marcia H. Maloney   trophychair@camayflower.org 
Audit Chair   Maggie McDonald    audit@camayflower.org 
Parliamentarian  Marston Watson   parliamentarian@camayflower.org 
Bylaws   Vacant 
Manual    Erica Hahn   ericalishahn@yahoo.com 
Advisor   Marcia H. Maloney   advisor@gmail.com  
Bequest Chair   Kathleen Watson   sfmayflower@gmail.com 
A 

 

Former State Governors  
 

2021-2023   Scott  A. Miller   scottamillercalmayflowersoc@gmail.com  
2019-2021   Raymond C. Raser   rayrasergov@gmail.com  
2017-2019    Marcia Huntley Maloney  torriecat15@gmail.com 
2015-2017    Patricia M. Friesen   xjester@aol.com  
2011-2015    Kenneth Whittemore   kenwhittemore@gmail.com  
2009-2011    J. Michael Phelps, Esq.  phelps@alumni.princeton.edu  
2007-2009    June Brainard Lazich   juniemin9@aol.com  
2003-2007    Donald Dickenson   ddickenson@aol.com  
2000-2003    Donna Bennett Cole   donnacole03@aol.com  

 

 

Colony Governors  
 

Alameda    Christie Trapp    christietrapp@aol.com  
Foothill    Jeanette DeHart  dehart.family@yahoo.com  
Inland Empire   Pamela Mikkelsen   pammis@gmail.com   
Los Ángeles   Dr. Robert Lincoln   drrlincoln@yahoo.com  
Monterey Bay   Shelly Ware   shelley4721@att.net  
Mother Lode   Sylvia Dilgard  sdilgard@att.net  
Orange County   Lisa Cole Shaw   lshaw10@cox.net  
Rancho Conejo   Tawny Welch   teg76@aol.com  
Redwood Empire   John McNeill      rovingjohn@sonic.net  
San Diego   William òBuddó Leef  sdmayflowergov2024@gmail.com  
San Francisco Peninsula Dianne Sweeny   sfcolonygov@gmail.com  
San Joaquin Valley   Dianna Saario    dlsmayflower@gmail.com  
Santa Barbara   Jay Williams   jay-williams@att.net  
Sequoia    Sharon W. Erickson   Sharon.winslow.erickson@gmail.com  
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Are You Moving? 
 

Be sure to notify our State Membership Secretary, Stephen Douglass: 
membershipsecretary@camayflower.org 

He will notify your governor and everyone else who needs to know.  This will enable you to  
receive your California Mayflower, Mayflower Quarterly and other mailings in a timely fashion. 

 

************************************************************************  

California Mayflower 
 

Next deadline: July 01,  2025. Send all text and photo submissions to: 
newseditor@camayflower.org 

 

Submissions to the California Mayflower  Quarterly must be in digital format, either in the body 
of an email or as a Microsoft Word document attachment. Queries relevant to 

 Mayflower families will be published pending space availability.  PLEASE limit them to 75 words.  
Include your membership number and contact information. 

 

NOTE the  deadlines:  They will remain the same year after year.  Submissions prior to the  
deadlines are always appreciated. 

     

   Summer issue       July 1st, 2025 
   Fall issue   October 1st, 2025 
   Winter issue   January 02, 2026  
   Spring issue  April 1st, 2026 
    

************************************************************************  

Visit the California Society of Mayflower Descendants on the web at: 
www.camayflower.org or www.camayflower.com 

 

Visit the General Society of Mayflower Descendants at: 
www.themayflowersociety.org 

************************************************************************  
 

CA Mayflower Board of Assistants 2025  Meeting Schedule 
 

 
 

Mark your calendar to save these dates for future meetings: 
 

 

Summer 2025-June 20, Executive Board/ June 21 10:00 am. Membership  
Meeting/Election of State Officers - Burbank 

Gov. General Lisa Pennington speaking in person 
See Registration on page 15 

 

Fall 2025 - October 17 &18 North: Location to be determined 
 

Winter 2026 - January 16 & 17 - Virtual Meeting 
 

Spring 2026 - March 20 & 21 - South: Location to be determined 
 
 

 
 

***********************************************************************  
 

2025 California Mayflower Society.  All rights reserved.  Society members may  
reprint if credit is given.  All others must contact an editor for permission.  Authors retain rights to their 

work. 
 

 

Formatted by Blanca Prisila Soto  



CALIFORNIA MAYFLOWER                  22                           VOLUME XLIX,  No. 2 

 

Colony News  
 

Sequoia Colony 
On March 1, 2025, the Sequoia Colony was pleased to host a joint meeting and luncheon with the 
San Francisco Colony at the Allied Arts Guild in Menlo Park. In my absence, Diane Douglass, our 
Sequoia Membership Chair and Deputy Governor North, ran the meeting. Kathleen Watson, our 
State Society Governor and SF Colony member, gave a short update regarding the new Quick-
books Online Advanced tool (QBOA) which our Society is now using to streamline and improve 
the dues process and membership information. 

 

After lunch, Maggie Coleman and Barry 
Kuhl from the Historic Union Cemetery 
Association joined us with a presentation 
about the history of Redwood City's  
historic cemetery. Founded in 1859, this 
local cemetery is rich in early southern 
San Mateo County history. Many of the 
early pioneering families are buried there 
and their stories are fascinating. 

 

The Sequoia Colony's next meeting will be on Saturday June 7, 2025 at the Allied Arts Guild in 
Menlo Park. For more information, please contact sharon.winslow.erickson@gmail.com 

 

Sharon Winslow 
Sequoia Colony, Governor 

 

 

San Joaquin Valley Colony 
 

The San Joaquin Valley Colony is elated to be hosting a popular ôout-of-towner.õ  The colony has 
invited Beth Lambright, former Governor of the Oregon Society of Mayflower Descendants, as our 
guest speaker for the June 7, 2025, meeting. Our event will be held in a private room at Marie 

Callenderõs Restaurant in Fresno at 1781 E. Shaw Avenue. Beth has a long list 
of accolades as a member and former Governor of The Mayflower Society of 
Oregon. She is currently a Member-at-Large for the General Society of May-
flower Descendants and the co-creator of Pilgrim 101©. Beth Lambright is de-
scended from 11 Mayflower passengers.  She spent childhood summers in Cape 
Cod visiting many historical sites. She is a catalyst with a unique ability to use 
her personal knowledge, insatiable curiosity, and teaching skills to create a spark 

of interest in children and adults, alike.  She has inspired others to become engaged in Mayflower 
history and family heritage. We recommend that you donõt miss this opportunity to meet her.  To 
make a reservation, Contact Mark Storch, SJVC Secretary at 760.793.3725 or email him at 
kh2jx@earthlink.net.  The cost is $35 per person which includes a meal, drink, and slice of pie.   

 
Diane Brueggemann 

San Joaquin Valley Colony,  Historian 
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Rancho Conejo Colony 
 

Rancho Conejo members and guests gathered to celebrate George Washingtonõs birthday on 
February 22!  35 of us were there to hear from the man himself! 
Well, one could almost imagine it was George!  Talented re-
enactor Peter Smalls embodied ôGeneral and President George 
Washingtonõ.  It is worthwhile to remember Washingtonõs ex-

traordinary life and to be remind-
ed of his endless commitment to 
freedom. He exemplified character 
and leadership. Huzzah! 
Of course, we are always mindful 
of our humbling Pilgrim heritage 
and honored it in our ritual as 
always.  And, we were joined by 
GSMD Governor General Lisa Pennington, virtually! Not as 
good as the real thing but almost!  We watched one of the many 
videos GSMD has creat-
ed for us!  They are avail-
able on the GSMD 
YouTube channel and are 
a marvelous resource. We 
spent 20 minutes with 
Governor Pennington 
Exploring Leyden Street 
as she imparted her seem-
ingly limitless knowledge 

and enthusiasm 
for the subject!   
 

Our next meet-
ing is Saturday, 
17 May, at Los 
Robles Greens 
in Thousand 
Oaks. I hope 
you are enjoy-
ing the renewal 
of Spring and 
filled with the 
joy and hope 
that it brings! 
 

 
 
 

Tawny Welch 
Rancho Conejo Colony, Governor 

George Washington , was brought to 
life by Peter Small  

Colony Membership Chair  
Cheri Kennaley welcomes new members 

Teri Pederson and Carleen Beste   

Former Colony Governor, State Elder 
Lorraine Kocen, RCC Deputy Governor 

Terri DeMey and her husband Patrick Stevens  

Exploring Leyden Street with  
Governor General Lisa Pennington  
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Alameda Colony  
 

The Alameda Colony had their first meeting in 2025 on February 22nd at the Round Table  
Pizza Club House in Concord, CA. We had 16 members at the meeting, the largest group of 
members for a very long time. The Governor, Christie Trapp brought in cupcakes for the mem-
bers to enjoy because it was celebrating Valentine's Day - Red Velvet with Cream Cheese frost-
ing. The frosting was colored pink and the cupcakes were dipped into white sprinkles. 
 

Our speaker was a long time member of Toastmasters, Gemma Rieser, who did a very thorough 
research on the assigned topic, which was: Valentine's Day: What is the deeper meaning -- sacri-
fice and devotion, love and honor in the face of overwhelming and dangerous odds facing our 
Mayflower Pilgrims?  Or how love overcame everything they were experiencing. 
 

She talked about St. Valentine who died in Rome, Italy on February 14, in the year 273, the his-
tory of his life, the pagan rituals of that period in history. She talked about a variety of issues 
that faced our Pilgrims in the 1600s, plus bringing it forward to the present time when we give 
flowers, cards and chocolates to our loved ones. Also included the Hallmark Card Company's 
intake from the money spent each year. Hallmark, however, did capitalize on the day when it 
began selling mass-produced greeting cards in 1913. In conclusion, while the record gift sales on 
this day might make it feel like a marketing ploy for Hallmark, the company did not invent the 
holiday but as part of the holiday card companies business greeting cards account for $1.4 bil-
lion of the total $27.5 billion spent on Valentine's Day! 
 

Our next meeting is April 19, 2025 at the Round Table Pizza Club House, Concord, CA. 
Christie Trapp 

Alameda Colony Governor 
 

Los Angeles Colony  
 

The next meeting of the Los Angeles Colony of Mayflower Descendants will be on Saturday, 
May 3, 2025, starting at 10:30 a.m. The meeting will be held at the Los Angeles FamilySearch 
Center (formerly Family History Library) located at 1591 E. Temple Way off Santa Monica 
Blvd.  There will be a catered buffet lunch from Stratos.  Our speaker for the meeting will be 
Dr. Judy Law-torok, who will give a presentation on òLife in Leiden: the Separtists Experience 
in Hollandó.  The talk will cover the socioeconomic situation that Robinsonõs congregation  
experienced in Holland, why they eventually left, and how that environment informed the type 
of governing they brought to the New World.  Dr. Law-torok is a current member of the Los  
Angeles Colony Board of Assistants and is the nominee to be the next Los Angeles Colony 
Governor. 
 

At this meeting we will elect a new Los Angeles Colony Board of Assistants.  The Nominees are 
Governor:  Dr. Judy Law-torok, Assistant Governor:  Kimberlee Bradford, Secretary: Sharon 
Brewster, Treasurer: Susan Daniels, Elder: Cynthia Carver-Svezia. Captain: Andrew Hopkins, 
CMC: Heather Porter.  Note that the colonyõs board will include a Bradford, a Brewster, and a 
Hopkins.  I have served as Los Angeles Colony Governor for three two-year terms and am very 
thankful for the help I have received from many of these officers. An email with further details 
and how to RSVP was previously sent.  If you would like to attend and need the RSVP infor-
mation again, reach out to me at drrlincoln@yahoo.com. 
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The California Society of Mayflower Descendants membership meeting is held every two years 
alternating between a location in the north and one in the south.  On June 21, 2025, this meeting 
will be held in Burbank in the Los Angeles Colony geographic area.  Gov. General Lisa Pennington 
will be the speaker at this meeting.  For all colony members, this will be a great opportunity to 
meet and hear her speak.  There are details on the meeting and how to RSVP in this Quarterly.   
I hope to see some colony members join me at this CSMD meeting. 
 

Dr. Robert Lincoln, Ph.D. 
Los Angeles Colony Governor 

 

Foothill Colony 
We are excited to announce the upcoming meeting of the Foothill Colony on April 12, 2025, at 
Villa Gardens in Pasadena, located at 842 E Villa St., Pasadena, CA 91101. The meeting will feature 
a special guest speaker, Bonnie Wade Mucia, the owner of Keeper of the Past Genealogy, LLC and 

a professional genealogist specializing in New England research, particu-
larly during the colonial era. 
 

 As the Director of the Mayflower Families Silver Books Project for the 
General Society of Mayflower Descendants, Bonnie dedicates her exper-
tise to tracing the descendants of Mayflower passengers. Her work has 
been featured in several prestigious genealogical publications, including 
The Mayflower Descendant, The Rhode Island Roots Journal, The Maine 
Genealogist, and The Nova Scotia Genealogist. Bonnie will be sharing 
her extensive knowledge on New England genealogy research and coloni-
al-era ancestry, offering valuable insights into uncovering your own family 
history.  We look forward to seeing all of our members on April 12th for 

a wonderful gathering filled with great conversation, delicious food, and the opportunity to learn 
from a genealogical expert 
 

Jeanette DeHart 
 Foothill Colony, Governor 

 

Santa Barbara Colony  
Santa Barbara Colony Secretary Ruth Jackson hosted the Santa Barbara Colony Vietnam Veteran 
Pin Committee on Monday March 17th. Susan Clack printed out rosters and the team divided up 
the list in preparation to contact each member. Tami Wilkening is Past-President of the Santa  

Maria American Legion Auxiliary and volunteered to reach to 
members at the local post. Her husband Mark is a Veteran and 
doubles as photographer for the Northern Santa Barbara  
Colony meetings. After the plan was completed, Ruth had a nice 
spread of cold cuts and special breads hot tea and delicious 
homemade cookies. She had each guest sign her Menus book. 
 

Our Colony has an exciting program Deputy Governor Leslie 
Lechner saw on The Mayflower Society website using Family 

search App to identify cousins in the room. 
 

Since its inception at the Compact meeting last fall, the officer 
nominating committee has worked to come up with a slate of officers for the next term ð including 
a new board member.  

Bonnie Wade Mucia 

Breaking Bread with Friends 
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 The Santa Barbara Colony also gained 

a new member who recently trans-
ferred from Oregon to the San Luis 
Obispo area ð Georgie Thurber.    
 

In response to the Stateõs (CAMAY) 
request to recognize Vietnam era  
veterans, the Santa Barbara colony 
organized an effort through Ruth  
Jackson, Tami Wilkening, Susan Clack, 
and Ray Garrett. 
 
 

 
 

Monterey Bay Colony  
 

Whatõs fun, interactive and educational? The answer is Mayflower Jeopardy! This was the program 
for the Monterey Bay Colonyõs winter meeting which was held February 22, 2025 at the beautiful 
Corral de Tierra County Club. Once again, many thanks to Joan Glennon who sponsored us at 

this location. A small, but competitive, group of 20 members and 
guests attended. 
 

Clark Magruder led us in the Pledge of Allegiance and the  
Pilgrimõs Pledge was read by Elder Reverend Dr. Robert Hellam. 
Secretary John Reed took the roll call of ancestors with William 
Brewster being the most represented.  
 

After a wonderful Italian buffet 
lunch, we dove right into May-
flower Jeopardy. The group was 
split up into three teams.  
 

After all the questions had been 
selected, Team 2 comprised of 

Bob Hellam, Connie Hellam, Shirely Morgan, Marilyn Riehl, 
and Mark Washburn, emerged victorious! Prizes included  
custom tote bags and bookmarks. 

 
Shelley Ware 

Monterey Bay Colony, Governor    

Ruth Jackson and Tami Wilkening  Ray Garrett signing book, with 
Susan waiting turn  Ray Garrett 

Santa Barbara Colony, Governor 

Secretary John Reed takes the roll 

call of ancestors assisted by his 

granddaughter Aniyah Gutierrez 

Team 2 with their game faces on! 
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San Diego Colony 
 

San Diego Colony held our Winter (Presidentõs Weekend) meeting on Saturday, February 15th.  
The meeting was called to order at 9:30 am by Governor Leef.  The Invocation and Pledge of Alle-
giance were led by Deputy Governor, Martha Anderson.  Hospitality Chair, June Carter, then led 
us all in the ôPilgrim Pledgeõ.  For this meeting, we enjoyed a nice breakfast buffet offered by the 
Green Dragon Tavern and Museum in beautiful and colorful Carlsbad, CA.  We had a very good 

turnout for a February meeting this year with 52  
attendees.  Usually, following the hectic holidays we 
see a dip in attendance, but 
perhaps due to our interest-
ing guest speaker, as well as 
our hard-working Colony 
volunteers, we were over 
our own expectations.  
Thatõs always a very good 
thing. 
 

For this meeting our guest 
speaker was Ms. Valarie 
LaBore, a specialist in his-

torical costuming design and creation.  Accompanying her was model-
ing assistant, Shannon Bacon, also an enthusiast of historical clothing.  
Ms. LaBore is a member of the Los Angeles Guild West Costumers and 
has been making her own historical costumes since 2003.  She was the 
Dean of Costume College, a four-day costume seminar, and a past Pres-
ident of the San Diego Costume Guild.  Valarie has been teaching, writ-
ing, and directing historical fashion shows for the past 10 years. Vala-
rieõs presentation to us was entitled, òHistoryõs Revolutionary Fashion, 
1740-1910ó.  Though her specialty was later in time than our distant 
relativeõs more basic 17th Century ôworkingõ attire, she did provide several anecdotes about that as 
well.  With the aid of pictures and examples, both she and Shannon discussed, modeled and 
demonstrated their re-creations.  They brought many examples and described even the under  
clothing necessary for both the men and women of the day.  She told us that many of the womenõs 
and menõs fashions of the day were heavily influenced by the European scene, especially during the 
Victorian era.  Apparently, it wasnõt until the 20th Century when American designers gained much 
attention.  Following her talk, many questions were asked by the Colony Members and Friends 
(even by some brave guys).  It was a great presentation.  Governor Leef and Deputy Governor 
Anderson presented them both with San Diego Certificates of Appreciation and thanked them 
again for coming. 
 

Our next Colony Meeting is scheduled for May 17th.  The presentation for that meeting will be by 
Karon Jarrod who will discuss Life Story Writing for future generations.  Her program is entitled 
òEveryone Has a Storyó.  If youõre interested in attending, our meetings are open to all and all are 
welcome! 

Budd Leef 
San Diego Mayflower Colony, Governor 

 

Budd Leef, Shannon Bacon, Valarie LaBore, 
Martha Anderson  
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Redwood Empire Colony     
 

Up here in the Redwoods and ocean, winter began quietly with the usual cold and rain (thank 
goodness)  In February things became rather active on many fronts, and we were treated to a 
wonderful presentation at our usual mid-February Colony Meeting in San Rafael with a good 
number of members present to enjoy their first gathering since the holidays. 
Our speaker, Mary Ames Mitchell is an author and Mayflower descendant of some 29 direct 
lineages to Mayflower passengers, Hopkins and Brewster among them.  Mary spoke of how her 

great-great-grandfather Charles Gordon Ames (1828-1912) one of 
New Englandõs most respected Unitarian ministers and his second 
wife, Fanny Baker (1840-1931), established Americaõs first social ser-
vices organization to help the urban poor. 
Fanny became one of Americaõs first two 
police officers, assisted the womenõs rights 
movement, promoted child labor reform, 
and helped establish Philadelphiaõs first 
kindergartens. Together, they tackled labor 
reform, womenõs rights, and public educa-
tion in post-civil war California, Philadel-
phia, and Boston. Fanny helped women 
gain a voice in American politics even 
before they could vote.   
 

It was encouraging and fascinating to hear of their progressive suc-
cesses in the 19th century, showing how that pilgrim spirit still had effect two hundred years 

after the landing at Plymouth and may still have effect 
even today. All this tale and more is in Maryõs Latest 
book, ôCharles & Fanny ð 19th Century Pioneers for 
Human Rightsõ.  The book is available at Amazon: 
https://www.amazon.com/dp/0999150510  
 

We also man-
aged to have 
our mid-term 

elections, 
welcoming 
Deputy  
Governor 
Ron Goss to 
the team, and 

enjoying the gathering of years of Society leadership. 
Members are now planning for our spring Settlement 
gatherings in far flung parts of the Colony, where we 
may simply get together for the pleasure of each oth-
erõs company and conversation. Some may have read 
the book by then and can give us a report. Wishing all a happy õ25. Together, we can make it so! 
 

John McNeill  
Redwood Empire Colony, Governor  

Dep. Gov. Ron Goss & Gloria  

Team Redwood Empire 2025 
John McNeill, Governor;  

Carol Friesen, Secretary; Toni Kuhry, Treasurer;  
Ron Goss, Dep. Governor;  

Sally Johnson, Elder 

Redwood Empireõs Heritage of Governors 
Don Dickenson and Pat Friesen, State Governors 
Mary Mitchell, Sally Johnson, Wayne Skala, John 

McNeill, Colony Governors 
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Mother Lode Colony 
 

The Mother Lode Colony held our winter meeting on February 22, 2025 at Sun City Lincoln 
Hills. Governor Catherine Graham welcomed forty-four members and guests, including Deputy 
Governor North, Diane Douglass, and Steve Douglass, Membership Secretary.  Elder Helen 

MacLaren gave the invocation.  Assistant Governor 
Carl Olson led us in the Pledge of Allegiance.  Diane 
Douglass shared the latest news from the California 
Mayflower Society, and encouraged us to attend the 
upcoming Board of Assistants meeting on March 22 
in San Jose.  Steve Douglass shared some statistics 
about membership.  Mary Basso, Membership Chair, 
read the Roll Call of Ancestors, with descendants of 
John Alden and Stephen Hopkins having the most 
representation of those members present.  Secretary 
Sharon Melberg-Scherr presented the minutes of our 
last meeting, and they were approved.  
 

 
Sylvia Dilgard gave her Treasurerõs report and pro-
posed the annual budget for 2025.  The budget was 
approved, with donations of $500 to the Mayflower 
Meetinghouse and $400 to the CA Mayflower 
Scholarships.  Congratulations to Chloe Yanez, last 
yearõs 1st place Scholarship winner, whose mother is 
a member of the Mother Lode Colony.  Next, we all 
enjoyed a delicious three-course lunch in the lovely 
Solarium overlooking the beautiful grounds. 
 

Tracy Zimmermann and the nominating committee presented a new slate of officers for the 
Executive Board for the 2025-2027 term.  All officers 
were elected and installed. 
Governor:  Sylvia Dilgard 
Assistant Governor:  Helen MacLaren 
Treasurer:  Tracy Zimmermann 
Secretary:  Linda Massoni 
Membership Chair:  Rachelle Yost 
Elder:  Patti Caraska 
 

After the meeting, newly elected Governor Sylvia Dilgard 
gave an informative program entitled òFollowing in the  
Footsteps of the Pilgrims.ó  She and her husband, Paul,  
participated in the Mayflower Heritage Tour last September.  This was a trip sponsored by the 
General Society of Mayflower Descendants, with visits to Amsterdam, Leiden, the Scrooby area, 
and three seaports along the English coast, including Plymouth.  Cousins were encouraged to 
make the trip back to England and Holland to visit the places where the Separatist movement 
began in the early 1600õs. 
 

 

New Executive Board  

Sylviaõs presentation  

Mother Lode Colony Charter  
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During the past year of our 60th anniversary, the Mother Lode Colony membership has grown to 
323 members.  The colony was named Mother Lode to honor our gold rush heritage of the com-
munities surrounding Sacramento.  Cousins have come from as far away as Escalon, Manteca, 
Chico, and Placerville to attend luncheons.  Our largest attendance was seventy people at last fallõs 
Compact Day when author Caleb Johnson was our special guest speaker. Our next couple of 
meetings will be held in Lincoln Hills on May 3 and November 15, 2025. Please mark your calen-
dars and plan to join us as we recognize the 250th anniversary of the beginning of the American 
Revolution. 

Sylvia Dilgard 
Mother Lode Colony, Governor 

 

Inland Empire Colony  
 

My Mayflower ancestor, Governor William Bradford stated òJust one small candle may light a 
thousand, so the light here kindled hath shone unto many ò.  This idea illuminated and united peo-
ple all over the world to embrace freedom and democracy.  The United States has many symbols 
which speak to our democracy such as the Statue of Liberty with her torch aflame is a symbol of 

freedom and a welcoming beacon for immigrants.  The 
national bird of the United States, the Bald Eagle, rep-
resents strength, freedom and independence.   Our 
Inland Empire Colony has the honor to have a new 
family of Bald Eagles nesting in Big Bear Lake area of 
the Inland Empire.  They are Jackie and Shadow the 
parents of their chicks who have been named Sunny 
(formerly Bigger Chick) and Gizmo (formerly Smaller 
Chick).  People from all over the world are watching 
our United States of America national bird, the Bald 
Eagle, grow and thrive. 
 

 Members, Judy Cunningham and Barbara Matulich, 
have been busy presenting the story of the Mayflower 
to our colony and community groups.  They were 
warmly welcomed, and we received several inquiries 
about membership.  Other members who are spread-
ing the word of the Mayflower Society are Ben and 
Ashley-Ann Hobbins.  They are working with other 
organizations to celebrate the ò250th Anniversary of the 
American Revolutionó.  Ben is also presenting lapel pins 
to Vietnam Era Veterans (1955-1975).   If you are  

Vietnam Era veteran and would like a lapel pin, please contact me at pammis@gmail.com . 
 

The new 2025-2027 Board was installed with the theme of òOne Small Candleó on April 12, 2025.  
The new officers are Pam Mikkelsen, Governor; Judy Cunningham, Assistant Governor;  
Carrie MacDonald, Secretary; Bill Fredrick, Treasurer; Barbara Matulich, Membership;  

Susan Christopher, Elder. 
 
 
  

Judy Cunningham, Pastor of Riverside United 
Methodist Church, Barbara Matulich 
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Mark your calendar for the State of California 
bi-annual Membership meeting on Saturday, 
June 12, 2025.  Lisa Pennington, Mayflower 
Societyõs General Governor for 2023-2026 
will be the program speaker.  Several of us 
attended the Orange County meeting where 
Lisa presented, òLighting the Candleó.  It was 
great and you will enjoy meeting her.  Further 
information will be emailed to you when it is 
received. Happy Spring to each of you and 
light the candle the spread the Mayflower 
story. 
 
 
 
 
 

Pam Mikkelsen 
Inland Empire Colony, Governor  

 

Orange County Colony  
 

We enjoyed Lisa Pennington who spoke at our February meeting on òLighting the Candle: Why We 
Must Tell the Pilgrim Storyó Lisa previously served as Counsellor General and Member-at-Large on 
GSMD's Executive Committee. She joined the Mayflower Society in 2000 and 
has held officer positions in both the Texas and Massachusetts member societies 
over the years. Lisa earned her B.A. and J.D. from the University of Texas at 
Austin. She practiced business litigation for thirty-four years and was elected 
Managing Partner of her firmõs Houston office for eighteen years until she retired 
in 2018. She and her husband, David Furlow, have three children and five grand-
children and enjoy travel and speaking and writing on historical topics We had 3 

current Colony Governors 
and 4 past Colony Gover-
nors at our meeting.  
We honored a new 
Junior Member. 
 

We welcomed 3 new 
members and gave 
them a new member 
packet. We honored 
two of our members 
for their outstanding 
education outreach, 
Billie Mitchell and  

Nancy Konkolewski. Looking forward to our next meeting on April 
26th. Be on lookout for a reservation form.  

Lisa Shaw, Lisa Pennington, Pam Mikkelsen, Marcia 
Maloney, Scott Miller 

Junior Member Hudson Rose  


