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Pilgrim Houses in the 1600s
Excerpted by Gail Raser from “Plimouth-Patuxet 1620-2020” Building a Home

The colonists knew there were no English towns where they were going. They were
prepared to build their own houses, but they hadn’t expected to have to build those
houses in the middle of winter. The
colonists did not plan to arrive in
Plymouth so late in the year.
When the colonists arrived in Plymouth, they started to build their town
right away. They had brought tools
with them, and nails and iron hardware. The land provided everything
else they needed. The men went to the
woods and cut down trees. They used
axes to chop and trim the trees from
round to square. Then they fit these
pieces together so that they became a
frame. This gave shape and strength to
the house.
The colonists had thatched roofs on
their houses to keep out the sun, wind
and rain. To make the roofs, they cut
grasses and reeds from the marshes, and bundled them. Then they fastened them in layers to the roof. For the outside of the house, the colonists cut down trees and split the
wood to make thin boards called clapboards. The clapboards were then nailed together
over the frame of the house.
To make the walls of the house,
the colonists built a framework of
small sticks called wattle within
the house frame. They took clay,
earth and grasses and mixed them
together with water to make a
mortar called daub. They pushed
the daub into the wattle until it
filled the wall and made a smooth
surface on the inside. This
smooth surface resembles the
plaster on the walls in some modern homes.
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Governor’s Message
Welcome to the 400th anniversary of the “First Spring” of the arrival of our Mayflower
ancestors in the New World. Spring was a new beginning with the building of shelter, location of food and planting of seeds for food and future growth. Also, the building of the
interactions with their new neighbors.
It is with sincere gratitude that I would like to thank the
2019-2021 California Mayflower team of officers, committees, assistants and colony governors for their many
efforts in updating our California State and Colony bylaws, policies and procedures and operations.
Thank you, Deputy Governor South Scott Miller and
Deputy Governor North Catherine Graham, Secretary
Marlene Mandeville, Treasurer Susan Oldfield, Historian Erica Hahn, Membership Secretary Sally Johnson,
Elder Jan Landt, Counselor Kathleen Norris, Parliamentarian David Grinnell Captain Miles Standish, Surgeon Matthew S. Bowdish MD, Librarian Diane Sweeny,
Interim Library Manager Pat Friesen, Jr. Membership
Ray Raser
Amy Conboy, Public Relations Jane Ordway Carman
and Marcia H. Maloney, Investment Judy Swan, Education/Scholarship Larry Beston, Website Kathleen Watson and Scott Miller, Fortine Award
June Lazich, Audit Chairperson Lorraine Kocen, the editors of the CA Mayflower Quarterly, Gail and Ray. Also, our DGG Marcia Huntley Maloney and all of our former State
Governors and all our colony governors for your leadership.
The many planned events to celebrate the 400th anniversary of our ancestors coming to
the New World did not occur, but we will all remember January 1, 2020 and watching the
Mayflower float sail down Colorado Blvd. in Pasadena. A special thank you to Carole
Curran for her leadership and all the volunteers in making this happen. With the outbreak
of the pandemic, we have had to adopt for the first time to not meeting in person and
having our California State Mayflower office closed by edict. A special thank-you to Scott
Miller for arranging our virtual meetings and Gail Raser for assuming the administrative
duties of our interim state office located at our home in San Diego County. For the first
time, our CA State Mayflower phone has been answered twenty-four seven by Gail on her
cell phone. That has given us a unique insight into the communication and administrative
needs of the State Society.
We are looking forward to the future when we can meet in person and together, we can
build a better future.
Ray Raser
CA Mayflower Governor
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Deputy Governor North
When I was Elected to Office of Deputy Governor North at Oakland June 2019 Membership Meeting I did not expect my task to be get six colonies to revise their by laws to
comply with June 2019 State By Laws as voted on that day. That was not to be the only
task. As 2020 arrived and it became clear virtual meetings for colonies were the only way
to meet and it wasn’t every colony that embraced hosting a virtual meeting online. Though
by laws now needed to be revised online not in person, meetings presented a problem for
many. Knowing the Mayflower passengers did not give up during a pandemic we knew
there was business to take care of that must continue to process applications, welcome
new members and keep our state connected for those willing to meet.
Next, the entire 2020 Celebration event plans for the 400th Anniversary had to cancel due
to Covid 19 risk and spread. GSMD had so much to do to make plans and now plans had
to be cancelled and monies were refunded. Most importantly the General Society elections
had to take place and the General Society By Laws had to be revised to deal with current
circumstances for the betterment and bound commitment for our Society well being. History again was taking place and we were part of it virtually. All was accomplished as if in
person, carried out now online. Again our colony governors and members had to continue
to revise or write new by laws as many were not acceptable, they had to comply now not
only to California State By Laws but General Society By Laws and in addition hold colony
elections if term limits was due for them to elect new officers.
The challenges were difficult, through collaborated effort accomplished, and are now
completed. Much gratitude to all those who stepped up and showed up when and how you
were needed!

Deputy Governor South

Catherine Graham
Deputy Governor North

Hello, my fellow Pilgrims. 2021 is well underway! We have had a busy few months in
the State Society. We successfully updated our State Bylaws in February at a Special Membership meeting on the 27th. About 80 people attended our Zoom meeting, which was a
great turnout. Now, they are fully in line with the newly revised GSMD Bylaws and those
of the Colonies, that many of you have been asked to approve Colony by Colony. A couple of the important changes were the addition of the Counselor position on the Executive
Board, that before was just an appointed position. Also, we retired the Life Memberships
and Junior Life Memberships from the State. Unfortunately, they became unsustainable
financially and would have been far too expensive for folks to pay for had we actually put
them at a level they would need to be able to keep them. All new memberships into the
State from now on will be Annual Memberships. All current Life Members will remain,
but we will not offer them any longer going forward.
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I have been able to attend a few of the Colony meetings over the last year in my capacity
of Deputy Governor South. I did my presentation about the Bradford Journal, that we
know of today as “Of Plimoth Plantation,” at the Inland Empire and Foothill Colonies.
I enjoyed meeting the members of the Colonies, if only from a distance on Zoom. I’m
a very relational person, so having to only attend Zoom meetings has not been very fun.
Though they are a good substitute, I’m really looking forward to getting out and seeing
people again and having fun. We are anticipating June will be the first in-person meetings for the State at our Executive Board, BOA and Membership Meetings on June 18th
and 19th. We hope you can attend, as we will be conducting the State Elections to elect a
new Executive Board. Plus, we’ll be able to actually see people! Real people! If you can
come, please plan on attending. You will find more about the elections and the June
meetings later in this Quarterly.
Scott A. Miller,
Deputy Governor South

CALIFORNIA MAYFLOWER

6

VOLUME XLV, No. 2

The Society of Mayflower Descendants in the
State of California Bi-Annual Membership
Meeting
In person in Orange County or on-line virtually
Friday and Saturday June 18, 19, 2021
Sonesta Hotel, Irvine, Orange County Airport
17941 Von Karman Ave., Irvine
(949) 863-1999

Schedule
Friday, June 18: 2:00 pm
Executive Board meeting, nominated board invited to attend
Friday. June 18: 6:00 pm
No Host Dinner with Gov. General Jane Hurt
Location TBD

Saturday, June 19, 2021 8:30 am
Board of Assistants business meeting
Saturday, June 19, 2021 10:00 am
Membership meeting, business, voting for Executive Board
Special Guest, Governor General Jane Hurt
In person or virtually will speak and install new
Executive Board officers.
12:30 Luncheon served
1:30 meeting of new plus retiring officers regarding
transferring of materials
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Meals and Reservations
EVERYONE COMING TO THE MEETING IN ORANGE COUNTY
MUST REGISTER NO LATER THAN JUNE 1, 2019

8:30 am BOA meeting and lunch: $75.00
10:00 Membership meeting with lunch: $60.00
Meal choices:
1. Yankee Pot Roast with grilled vegetables and roasted red potatoes. Garden
mixed greens salad (carrots, cucumber, mushrooms, sliced tomatoes)
2. Grilled Chicken Sonora (artichokes, tomatoes, cilantro, chipotle cream) grilled
fresh vegetables and rice pilaf, organic baby field greens (candied walnuts,
served w/house fresh vinaigrette dressing)
3. Grilled filet of salmon with Beurre Blanc, with grilled fresh vegetables and
roasted red potatoes, classic Caesar salad (shredded parmesan cheese and croutons)
All meals include artisan bread, iced tea or lemonade and dessert
payments are mailed to Treasurer
Susan Oldfield
P. O. Box 457, Woodlake, CA 93286-0457
There will be no walk-ins to the meeting without paying the price for the lunch.
Hotel Rooms: Please inform Deputy Governor South Scott Miller if you will need a
hotel room either Friday or Saturday night. He will give you a confirmation number
you can use when you check in with your credit card.

The cost of the rooms for the Mayflower Society is $129.00 per night.
Reservations, meal choice and room, if needed, should be emailed to Scott Miller.
PLEASE INFORM SCOTT IF YOU WILL BE ATTENDING THE
MEETING VIRTUALLY SO THE LINK CAN BE SENT TO YOU.
Contact Deputy Governor South Scott Miller at:
scottamillercalmayflowersoc@gmail.com
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Slate of Proposed Elected Positions
The nominating committee has presented a proposed slate of officers for the
years June 2021 through June 2023. All members who attend the state membership meeting either in person or virtually will be able to vote for the officers as
presented by the nominating committee or from the floor on June 19,
2021. Please read about these members who are willing to serve on the board
in these elected positions.

Scott A. Miller
Governor

Scott A. Miller, is an 11th Generation Descendant of Governor William Bradford. He and his
wife, Marina, have been married 31 years and live in Westminster, CA. He is currently a Training Development Manager at his company, ExtraMile
Convenience Stores LLC, the 3rd largest convenience store
chain on the West Coast – a franchise network exclusively
at Chevron and Texaco Fuel Stations. Scott joined the
Mayflower Society in 2011. He has served in several positions within the Orange County Colony and is currently
serving in his second term as Governor of the Colony.
He is also serving two roles for the State as Deputy Governor South and Website Administrator. He served as
Fundraising Chair for “The Voyage of Hope – 1620” Float
and he rode on the float that sailed in the Tournament of
Roses® Parade in Pasadena in 2020. He has a Bachelor
of Arts Degree from Vanguard University, Costa Mesa, a
Marina & Scott Miller
Master of Arts Degree from UC-Irvine in Marketing Communications and International Business and an MBA in Marketing Strategy from the UCLA
Anderson School of Management.
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Dr. Robert Lincoln
Deputy Governor South
Dr. Robert Lincoln first started researching his genealogy twenty-five years ago to determine his
relationship to President Abraham Lincoln (answer is none). But he did
trace his descent from over 150 early New England immigrants to Massachusetts, Connecticut, and Rhode Island including the Mayflower passenger, Thomas Rogers. He has been a member of the California Society of
Mayflower Descendants for twenty years and is currently serving in his
second term as the Los Angeles Colony Governor.
He has held various officer positions for the California Societies of the
Order of Founders and Patriots in America (OPFA) and the Society of
Colony Wars (SCW). Dr. Lincoln completed a Bachelor of Science majoring in Mathematics and Computer Science and a Master of Science
and Ph.D. in Electrical Engineering, all from UCLA. He has worked on
Dr. Robert Lincoln
airborne radar system software development and system integration for
nearly forty years. Dr. Lincoln retired in 2017 as a Senior Fellow from the defense contractor Raytheon. He continues as a consultant a couple of days a week for his former programs. Dr. Lincoln and his wife, Marguerite, have been married 39 years and live in Glendale, CA.

Billie Mitchell
Secretary
I’ve been married to my supportive husband, Johnnie Mitchell since 1966. We have three beautiful
daughters and 9 wonderful grandchildren. I am a 4th generation Californian primarily living in the
southern part of our state. Art and Education lead me to a degree in Art Education. As an Elementary classroom teacher for 39 years, I taught K-6, served as an Art Mentor and taught art for
our Gifted and Talented Program. I have served on several school district
committees and leadership roles during my career. I continued teaching as a
substitute until recruited as the Art Instructor for a local Elementary
School. I became a member of the California Mayflower Society January
2017, prompted by my 97 year old Aunt. I now wonder what took me so
long.
I am a descendant of Richard Warren, William Mullins, Priscilla Mullins
and John Alden. Since my introduction into the Orange County Colony I
now serve as the Chairman of the Education Committee working with the
Orange County Schools to present classroom lessons on the Mayflower
passengers and their impact on our United States History. I come with
armloads of authentic dress, drawings and photos of Mayflower passengers
Billie Mitchell
and dwellings, pots and cooking utensils, and opportunities for students to
experience dyeing cloth with plant materials and children games played in the seventeenth century.
It gives me great pleasure to share my heritage with the children. The Mayflower 2020 celebration
motivated me to create two paintings to commemorate this great event. One the Mayflower ship
docked in Plymouth and one depicting two young children looking out to sea as the spirit images
of Pilgrim ancestors watch. Working on our Rose Parade float, “The Voyage of Hope," was a joy,
especially meeting Mayflower cousins from other colonies and states.
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In addition to serving as the Education chairman, I’ve had the opportunity to serve as our Orange
County Colony delegate attending the California State Society BOA meetings. The last two years I
was honored to be a committee member to read and evaluate the State Scholarship Essays. Our
college bound students are among the finest. We can be proud of our scholarship recipients.

Harvey Soldan
Treasurer

Born in NYC, NY in 1955 to Harvey Soldan & Florence Stahle. I grew up in New York, New
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Maryland & Massachusetts. I graduated from The John Hopkins University
with a BA in Biology/Biochemistry and attended the Université Catholique de Louvain in Brussels, Belgium. I started at the Jet Propulsion Laboratory in 1987, starting as a technical writer to
now the Technical Group Supervisor of the Deep Space Network
Systems Engineering Group. The Deep Space Network tracks almost all of the US and international spacecraft that voyage beyond
the moon.
My father, Harvey Soldan, provides my Mayflower connection. His
grandmother, Abigail Morton Murdock grew up on the ancestral
farm in Middleborough, MA. I grew up ‘knowing’ that I was a Mayflower descendent. My grandfather, Henry Morton Soldan, did the
original research in 1950s and was a member of the New York Mayflower Society. Twenty years ago, to honor his father, my father
wanted to prove out the lines and file with the GSMD. I verified the
Alden/Mullins, Brewster, Howland/Tilley, Standish, & Warren lines.
And found lines to Chilton, Rogers, and Sampson, and two more to
Howland. Multiple lines is not unusual for families with ancestors
that ‘stuck around’ the Plymouth area, we have 18 Passengers from
the Mayflower. Ten men – all compact signers, four women, and four children. Of those 18, 7
died the first winter. The Howland/Tilley’s ‘win’ with 3 lines, the Alden/Mullin’s have 2, and the
rest one line.

This project for my father started me off on researching the non-Mayflower sides of my family.
So, genealogy became another hobby/fixation! I found out that my mother was related though
multiple lines to many of the first families of Quebec in 1617. And, from both my parents we
have Amerindian roots as well as certified descent from Charlemagne. I was fortunate in growing
up in NY & New England, and visited the MA Mayflower sites as a child. On both family and
school field trips.
I look forward to serving the Society of Mayflower Descendants in the State of California as we
transition back to in person meetings and getting to know my myriad cousins.
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Dianne Sweeny
Membership Secretary
4th

Dianne Sweeny is a
generation San Franciscan on her maternal side and has deep mid-western
roots on her paternal side. She is employed as a case clerk at a San Francisco law firm. Dianne’s
mother, grandmother, uncle and granduncle all joined the California
Mayflower Society in 1968 as descendants of Francis Cooke. Dianne
joined the California Mayflower Society in 2009. In 2017 she discovered
that her father was descended from John Alden and Priscilla Mullins.
Dianne is currently researching several other Mayflower lines on both her
maternal and paternal sides. She is a member of the San Francisco / Peninsula Colony and has served as the Colony historian, delegate and Colony Membership Chair. She has also volunteered as the Librarian at the
Oakland Headquarters of the California Mayflower Society since 2017.
Dianne is a member of the Presidio Chapter, National Society Daughters
of the American Revolution and belongs to several other genealogical
societies.
Dianne Sweeny

Mandy Dunkle
State Historian
As a California native, I am the fourth generation in my family born in Orange County, California. I have a deep-rooted love of genealogy and of my family history ever since I discovered my
great-grandmother’s research as a child. My husband and I have been married for 13 years and
have one daughter; Amelia who is 8 years old. We reside in Mission Viejo along with our two
beloved kitties. I am descended from John,
Elinor, and Francis Billington – who’s lineage I provided to join the Mayflower Society in 2018. In 2019, I was appointed as the first Colony Membership Chair (CMC) to the Orange County Colony and in December of that
year, became an Assistant State Historian for our State Society. I am also
descended from Richard Warren, Francis Cooke, Edward Fuller, and,
Thomas Rogers…along with their spouses and children that also sailed on
the Mayflower.
I’m also a member of the Daughters of the American Revolution (DAR),
where I serve as their State’s VIS Vice Chair in Virtual Services, a member of
Mandy Dunkle the U.S. Daughters of 1812, and the current Senior Society President of the Lt.
George Nixon, Sr. Society Chapter, Children of the American Revolution. I am truly looking
forward to the role as the next State Historian for our Mayflower Society and hope to help it
grow and flourish.
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Erica Hahn
Counselor
Erica Lis Hahn was admitted to the California State Bar in Dec 1993, bar no#57201, current status inactive.. For most of my career I was an Administrative Law Judge
with the California Unemployment Insurance Appeals Board. I have been a
member of the California Mayflower Society since 1995. I have also held
many positions in the California Mayflower Society, including Orange
County colony governor co historian/assistant historian from Dec 2018 to
Jan 2020 State Historian Jan 2020 to present time.

Erica Hahn

Tawny Little Welch
Elder

Los Angeles veteran news anchor Tawny Little enjoyed a high profile in news broadcasting for
over two decades. Little established a unique connection with her audience
by not only understanding, but addressing their information needs.
She began her broadcast career after capturing the title of Miss America
1976, a recognition that afforded a number of opportunities for on-air positions, ultimately leading Little to join KABC-TV in 1977 as a general assignment reporter. She quickly rose to lead anchor for both their afternoon
and evening newscasts, a position which she enjoyed for 15 years. While at
KABC, Little co-hosted a series of popular shows including “AM Los Angeles,” “Eye On LA,” “Hollywood CloseUp” and “The Love Report” as
well as a stint as guest-host of ABC-Network’s “Good Morning America.”.
Tawny Little Welch In 1992 Little jumped ship to reunite with her long time co-anchor Jerry
Dunphy on PrimeNine News at 10 at KCAL‑TV, serving as evening anchor from 1992‑1995. Lastly moving to “UPN News 13 at 10” as anchor, Little remained with the
station for four years until her departure in 1999 to devote full time to her growing family.
Recognized and respected throughout the industry as a leading newscaster, Little is the recipient of
a host of awards including five prestigious Golden Mike Awards, six Emmys and the title of “Best
Anchor, 1993” in California and Nevada by The Associated Press. She is also the recipient of the
L.A. Commission on Assault Against Women’s “Best Documentary” award for the series she
wrote and produced entitled “We the Victims.”
Little attended Skidmore College in New York and the University of Southern California where
she majored in linguistics. She has sat on many civic and philanthropic boards and is active in numerous lineage societies. Married to attorney Richard J. Welch until his passing in 2014, Little is
the mother of three: JJ, an executive at Universal Music Group; Christian, a Los Angeles County
firefighter/paramedic and Cole, a sophomore at USC. Among her passions…travel, cooking,
genealogy and the arts.
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Hester Mahieu Cooke
Wife and Mother of Mayflower Passengers Francis and John Cooke
By Jan Quigley
Imagine being separated from your husband and eldest son for three years! That is exactly what
happened to Hester Mahieu who married Francis Cooke in 1603. On 22 July 1620 Francis and
John Cooke left Delfshaven, a neighborhood of Rotterdam, on the
Speedwell for voyage unto Southampton, England. Hester Mahieu
Cooke stayed with her eldest daughter Jane, and younger children Elizabeth, Jacob and Hester, with plans to reunite in the New World once the
Colony was established. Not only did Francis Cooke decide to leave family members behind to join the Colony later, but so did William Brewster,
Richard Warren, Edward Fuller, Thomas Rogers and Degory Priest.
Hester Mahieu Cooke was of hardy stock. She was born circa 1584, a
Walloon, (French Protestant), from supposedly a small hamlet in the
northern French Flanders area, now France. Although Hester’s exact
birthplace is unknown, supposition is her family fled Lille when Hester
was just a baby, settling in Canterbury, England. Her father is presumed
to be the Huguenot, Jacques le Mahieu, and her mother is just known as
Jenne/Jeanne le Mahieu. Hester’s 1603 marriage banns say she was from
Canterbury, England. Her sister Jenne’s 1602 marriage banns give Armentieres as her birthplace. Sister Anthonette’s 1605 wedding banns
give Houpelyne, Armentieres, France as her birthplace while sister FranJan Quigley portraying
12th Great- Grandmother,
coise’s 1611 marriage banns show Francoise born in Bondu, a tiny hamHester Mahieu Cooke.
let near Lille and Armentieres. We can only make the assumption that
Hester was also from one of the aforementioned regions.
Perhaps it was love at first sight for Francis Cooke and Hester Mahieu! Even though there was a
large Walloon Church built in Canterbury, England, Hester’s family removed to Leiden, Holland
circa 1590. Francis was born after August 1582, birthplace unknown, but probably in England.
He was listed as a Leiden resident in April 1603, where he was a wool comber. He made residency in Leiden supposedly eight or nine years before Rev. Robinson and the other Pilgrims
settled there.
Francis did not become a member of the Walloon Church, but is listed as having witnessed a
betrothal and a baptism in the church. Hester and Francis married 20 June 1603. It is speculated they had a whirlwind romance since Francis was only to have arrived in Leiden a short time
before his betrothal. Their union is listed in the church betrothal book as having been witnessed
by Francis’s acquaintances Phillippe de Veau and Raphael Roelandt and Hester’s mother and
sister both named Jenne/Jeanne Mahieu.
Hester bore seven children: Jane, John, a baby buried 20 May 1608, Elizabeth, Jacob, the first
five born in Leiden, Hester and Mary. It is not known if daughter Hester was born in Leiden or
nine months after Hester and children arrived in Plymouth Colony. Daughter Mary, was born in
Plymouth Colony. Both Francis and Hester lived long lives. Francis died 7 April 1663, “above
80”. Hester’s exact death date is unknown but it was after 8 June 1666 and before 18 December
1675. Being eighty-two in 1666, supposition is she died closer to 1666. Many of their descendants are scattered all throughout the country.
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New Members Approved
Since Dec 7, 2020
Alameda Colony
Brooks Andrew Laudin
GS# 98907 CA#9812.
11th from Edward Doty
Jeffrey Arnold Atkins
GS# 99245 CA#9848
12th from Samuel Fuller( son of Edward)
Meghan Louise Stenger Foster
GS# 99342 CA#9855
13th from Warren
Elizabeth Ann Stenger
GS# 99343 CA#9856
13th from Warren
Patricia Lynn Kiplinger Stenger
GS# 99344 CA#9857
12th from Warren
Brian Lee Bonner
GS#99482 CA#9885
12th from Brewster
Robert Murdock
GS#99681
CA#9915
13th from John Alden

Foothill Colony

John Edmund Orswell
GS#99246 CA#9849
11th from Soule
Jennifer Ellen King Tousey
GS# 99547 CA#9901
12th from I Allerton

Inland Empire Colony
Gail Diane Shirley
GS#98935 CA#9813
12th from W White
Jherdi Ann Morris.
GS#98987. CA#9817
10th From W. Bradford
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Robert Charles Richmond
GS# 99459 CA#9883
11th from Rogers
Robert B. Christopher
GS#99721
CA#9918
12th from Stephen Hopkins
David Dahl
GS#99679
CA#9913
12th from William White
Brian P Foley
GS#99651
CA#9909
12th from Francis Cooke

Los Angeles Colony
Kathryn Dean Checchi
GS# 99310 CA#9852
11th from S Hopkins
Bernadette Susan Peters
GS#99431 CA#9876
12th from F Cooke
Kathleen Graham
GS#99696
CA#9917
12th from John Alden
Liz Lesan
GS#99623
CA#9906
12th from James Chilton

Monterey Bay Colony
Helen Kathryn Verwold.
GS#98936 CA#9815
11th from I Allerton
Cheryl Mariane Morris Brothers
GS#99027 CA#9821
12th from S. Hopkins
Romaine Lee Throckmorton Veronda
GS#99081. CA#9827
11th from Wm Bradford
Michael Douglas Whitaker.
GS#99201. CA#9833
11th from G. Soule
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Kenneth Lafferty Hess
GS#99205 CA#9838
13th from R. Warren

Sue Ellen Williams Gilson
GS#99483 CA#9886
12th from J Tilley

Leona Louise Huntley Ware
GS#9212 CA#9845
12th from S. Hopkins

Sylvia Baldwin Dilgard
GS# 99544 CA#9898
11th from S Hopkins

Shelley Louise Ware
GS#99213 CA#9846.
12th from S. Hopkins

Orange County Colony

Laurie Jean McAlpine Hunt
GS#99455 CA#9879
12th from White

Robert Andreas Spurgin
GS#98936 CA#9814
11th from J. Howland

Mother Lode Colony

Frederic Cornelius Stoughton
GS#98990 CA#9820
10th from J. Alden

Abbie J Philips Peters
GS#99147
CA#9831
11th from J Alden

Marcia Ann Bursley Smith
GS#99080 CA#9826
11th from J. Howland

Kathy Blount Young Ruiz
GS#99360 CA#9867
13th from S Hopkins

Raymond William Ludwig
GS#99146 CA#9830
12th from R. Warren

Christopher David Swineford
GS#99361
CA#9868
14th from W Brewster

Richard Alan Crandall Brennan
GS# 99352 CA#9859
14th from Warren

Conner William Swineford
GS# 99362
CA#9869
14th from W Brewster

Hayley Anne Truitt Harper
GS#99355
CA#9862
13th from Warren

David William Swineford
GS# 99363
CA#9870
13th from W Brewster

Heather Arline Truitt Henson
GS# 99356 CA#9863
13th from Warren

Karleen Rae Swain Ashby
GS#99400
CA# 9873
12th from Warren

Devon Sol Cutchins
GS# 99509 CA#9891
12th from I Allerton

Jeremy Giles Berry-Cahn
GS#99453 CA#9877
13th from Howland

Janet Christine Wood Hryniewicki
GS#99511 CA#9893
11th from Howland

Carl Jerald Olson
GS#99457 CA#9881
12th from Alden

David Chester Konkolewski
GS# 99512 CA#9894
10th from Alden

Nancy Ann Barney Reid
GS#99458 CA#9882
12th from F Billington
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Everett Nolan Konkolewski
GS# 99513 CA#9895
10th from Alden

George William LaPlante Jr.
GS#99145 CA#9829
12th from R. Warren

Matt Joseph Stiefel
GS# 99514 CA#9896
12th from Bradford

Patricia Ann Howe
GS#99357
CA#9864
12th from F. Cooke

Julie Ann Gable Engquist
GS#99545 CA#9899
11th from F Cooke

Gordon Edward Pitter
GS#99401 CA#9874
11th from Soule

Mark Roger
GS# 99682 CA# 9916
11th from Thomas Rogers

Donna Louise Farmer
GS#99722
CA#9919
12th from Richard Warren

Jeffrey A Moller
GS#99680
CA#9914
11th from Richard More

Mary Black-Smith
GS# 99619
CA#9902
11th from John Howland

Erin McKeever
GS#99652 CA#9910
13th from Stephen Hopkins

San Diego Colony

Gary Clarke
GS#99650 CA#9908
13th from William Brewster
Vanessa Howard
GS# 99622 CA# 9905
12th from Francis Cooke
Kellen Howard
GS#99621 CA#9904
12th from Francis Cooke

Jane Marie Ott Rowland
GS#99148 CA#9832
12th from W Bradford
Joann Faye Peters Rezzo
GS#99211 CA#9844
11th from F. Cooke
Jennifer Newland Stoughton O’Rourke
GS#98988
CA#9818
10th from J Alden

Rancho Conejo Colony

Iva Naomi Lemen Bailey
GS#99276 CA#9850
12th from Howland

Carol Ann Stingel Dalrymple
GS#99353 CA#9860
9th from Mary Allerton

Lisa Gail Troy Malec
GS# 99277 CA#9851
11th from Alden

Lolita Smith
GS# 99624 CA#9907
11th from Myles Standish

Ethan Alden Larsen Thompson
GS#99485 CA#9888
12th from Alden

Redwood Empire Colony

Richard Maurice Thompson
GS# 99486 CA#9889
11th from Alden

Marjorie Helen Nattrass McNay
GS#99045
CA#9824
11th from R Warren
Susanna Wolcott Rice
GS#99046 CA#9825
11th from J Howland

Robert Earnest Drowns
GS# 99510 CA#9892
12th from W Brewster
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John Kenneth Rogers
GS#99748 CA#9924
13th from Thomas Rogers

Diane Elizabeth Kirk Nitta
GS# 99546 CA#9900
11th from E Fuller

Donald Paul Rogers
GS#99747 CA#9923
13th from Thomas Rogers

Santa Barbara Colony

Daniel Allen Rogers
GS#99746
CA#9922
13th from Thomas Rogers
Joan Dainer
GS#99620
CA#9903
11th from John Alden

Robert William Luppi
GS#98961 CA#9816
12th from Francis Cooke

Maramine Roberta Swanson Pines
GS#98989 CA#9819
12th from R Warren

San Francisco Colony

Sharon Kay Bird Bacon
GS# 99351 CA#9858
12th from Howland

Raymond William Ludwig
GS#99146 CA#9830
12th from R Warren

Richard Arthur Loomis
GS#99430 CA#9875
11th from Howland

Sumner Browning Paine
GS# 99311 CA#9853
12th from S Hopkins

Tracy Ann Menegat Beamer
GS#99508
CA#9890
12th from S Hopkins

Mary Therese Landers
GS# 99358 CA#9865
12th from Alden

Sequoia Colony

Kathryn Spencer Bevan Farthing
GS#99454 CA#9878
12th from F Cooke
San Joaquin Valley
Fred Edward Lusk III
GS#99044 CA#9823
13th from Thomas Rogers

Tempe Johnson Javitz
GS#98906 CA#9811
11th from W Bradford
Lauren Anne Cline
GS#99202 CA#9835
13th from J Billington
Matthew William Cline
GS#99203 CA#9836
13th from J Billington

Eileen Renee Todd Jackson
GS#99144
CA#9828
13th from R Warren

Kristine Anne Cline Collier
GS#99204 CA#9837
13th from J Billington

Mark Gerald Storch
GS#99312 CA#9854
11th from I Allerton

Barbara Elizabeth Cline Jones
GS#99206 CA#9839
12th from J Billington

Richard Dean Loomis
GS#99456 CA#9880
11th from Standish

Jeffrey Thomas Jones
GS#99207
CA#9840
13th from J Billington

Carolyn Sue Creswell Benson
GS# 99543 CA#9897
12th from C Hopkins

Jennifer Lee Jones-Aleman
GS#99208
CA#9841
13th from J Billington
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Mark Henry LeTourneau
GS#99209 CA#9842
13th from J Billington
Laurie Jeanne LeTourneau Nickerson
GS#99210 CA#9843
13th from J Billington
Margaret Louise Cline Williams
GS#99214 CA#9847
13th from J Billington
Christopher George Greene
GS#99354 CA#9861
12th from S Hopkins
Lynn Patricia Tronson Relyea
GS# 99359 CA#9866
13th from Howland

Nancy Helen Raybould Tronson
GS# 99364 CA#9871
12th from Howland
Zoe Noelle Tronson
GS# 99365 CA#9872
14th from Howland
Rena Joy Dixon Russ
GS#99460 CA#9884
11th from Cooke
Richard E Brown
GS#99678
CA#9912
12th from Francis Cooke

Susanne Brokaw
GS#99677
CA#9911
13th from Stephen Hopkins

Member At Large
Nanna Jean Rose
GS#99484
CA#9887
11th from Bradford

Transfers
Foothill Colony
Leo William Goates
GS27291, UT132, CA9822
11th from F Cooke
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Cynthia Riggs Deem
GS 90015 CA9834
12th from J Howland

Supplementals
ALAMEDA
Deborah Sweeney
GS#90622 CA#9105
13th from John Alden
14th from William Mullins
13th from Patricia Mullins
14th from Joan Hurst
14th from John Tilley
13th from Elizabeth Tilley

Sup 2411
Sup 2412
Sup 2413
Sup 2414
Sup 2415
Sup 2416

Nancy M Lucchese
GS#94705 CA#9423
13th from Joan Hurst
Sup 2417
13th from John Tilley
Sup 2418
12th from Elizabeth Tilley Sup 2419
Darla Howze
GS#95503 CA#9483
14th from John Howland Sup 2254
INLAND EMPIRE
Jherdi Morris
GS#98987
CA#9817
13th from W Brewster
12th from Cooke
11th from S Hopkins

Sup 2423
Sup 2424
Sup 2425

Susan Padilla
GS#96120
CA#9534
12th from White

Sup 2440

LOS ANGELES
James C McHargue
GS#64540 CA#6477
12th from John Howland Sup 2438
MONTEREY BAY
Gloria Gibbel
GS#79264 CA#8153
10th from Resolved White Sup 2404

CALIFORNIA MAYFLOWER
MOTHER LODE
Valerie Sim
GS#95741 CA#9509
10th from F Cooke

Sup 2289

Sharon Francis
GS#89134 CA#9000
13th from Rogers

Sup 2439

Roberta Mattle
GS#89584
CA#9022
11th from Myles Standish Sup 2230
11th from Myles Standish Sup 2231
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11th from Mary Chilton
11th from Francis Cooke
11th from S Hopkins
12th from John Howland
11th from Henry Samson
13th from John Tilley

Sup 2448
Sup 2449
Sup 2450
Sup 2451
Sup 2452
Sup 2453

SANTA BARBARA
Marci Norkin-Schoepel
GS#94278 CA#9374
13th from Howland
Sup 2406
13th from E Tilley
Sup 2407
Jeannine M Visbal
GS#97058 CA#9597
14th from Francis Cooke

ORANGE COUNTY
Victor Christensen
GS#97367 CA#9640
13th from Allerton

Sup 2403

Barbara Taylor
GS#90451
CA#9083
11th from Mary Allerton

Sup 2426

Sup 2442

SAN DIEGO
Larry Hart
GS# 97294 CA#9630
13th from Brewster Sup 2427

Patricia Wetzel Nelson
GS#95390
CA#9478
!3th from W Brewster
Sup 2430
!3th from W Brewster
Sup 2431

Diane Hall
GS# 97931 CA#9715
12th from S Hopkins Sup 2428
12th from Cooke
Sup 2429

Susan Astarita
GS#83072
CA#8490
13th from Brewster
Sup 2437

Jennifer Bancroft
GS#78068
CA#8059
12th from Isaac Atherton Sup 2230

Eric Olsen
GS#93166
CA#9268
14th from Joan Hurst Tillley Sup 2446
12th from Wm Bradford
Sup 2443
12th from Wm Brewster Sup2444

SEQUOIA
Kathryn Douglass
GS#90039 CA#9043
12th from Soule Sup 2401

RANCHO CONEJO
Tawny Welch
GS#95887
CA# 9518
12th from Stephen Hopkins Sup 2295
11th from John Howland Sup 2297
REDWOOD EMPIRE
Amy Palmer
GS#97474
CA#9656
12th from Chilton
Sup 2409
12th from Cooke
Sup 2410
Roger Whiting
GS#93953
CA#9340
12th from J Billington Sup 2447

Alexander Douglass
GS#90450 CA# 9082
12th from Soule Sup 2402
Christine Morris
GS#97128
CA#9607
11th from John Tilley Sup 2405
Kristin Wood
GS# 96729
CA#9572
14th from Tilley Sup 2408
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Jeremy Freeman
GS#98029
CA#9723
12th. From Alden
Sup 2420
13th from Mullins
Sup 2421
12th from P Mullins
Sup 2422
12th from J Billington Sup 2434
12th from E Billington Sup 2435
11th from F Billington Sup 2436
Stephen Douglass
GS#98393 CA#9748
13th from Warren
Sup 2432
Lester Douglass
GS#98834 CA#9804
12th from Warren
Sup 2433
Julianne M O'Brien
GS#97057 CA#9596
14th from Francis Cooke Sup 2441
SAN JOAQUIN
Larry Beston
GS#83672
CA#8541
10th from Edward Doty
10th from George Soule

Sup 2286
Sup 2287
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Alameda Colony
Elizabeth Lee Ulrich
August 4, 2016
Edith Harris Liggett
December 27, 2018
Los Angeles Colony
Donald Clark Oliveau
July 23, 2017

Mother Lode Colony
Lester Eldon Doty
January 17, 2017
Jane Rae Dittus Owens
November 16, 2018
Evelyn Birdine King Briggs
September 27, 2019
Bonnie Jean Shanklin Huser
December 12, 2019

San Diego Colony
Jack Fairchild Butler
May 10, 2016
Ruth Marie Durfee Hiseler
February 8, 2018
Carla Lorraine Steepy
April 25, 2018
Littleton Waller Tazewell Waller II
Nov 22, 2019
Marjorie Hall LaGrone – March 5, 2021

Santa Barbara Colony
Mary Alice Logan Orcutt Henderson
December 20, 2020

Sequoia Colony
Mary Gail Seffens
July 9, 2020
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“The Last Pilgrim”
Book Review, By Susan Rae Oldfield

This is a review of a new book that is out in hardback and Kindle. It is by Noelle
Granger, called The Last Pilgrim. I really enjoyed reading about the Pilgrims through the
life of Mary Allerton Cushman. She was only 4 when she came across on the Mayflower.
It is told in the first person by her father, Isaac Allerton, and then by Mary. I especially
enjoyed the woman’s perspective dealing with home life,
cooking, gathering, growing, washing… I appreciated her
description of life before electricity and plumbing as I, as a
hippie in the early 1970’s, lived in a country commune in a
tiny shack. I lugged my water, cut my fire wood and
cooked on a wood burning stove. It was cold and damp in
the Santa Cruz Mountains.
Noelle has fleshed out the parts that women played in
creating our past. As much as I have read of William
Bradford’s journal, she has carefully interwoven his observations with some writer’s license as she explains at the
end of the book. Noelle grew up in Plymouth, participated
in all things Plymouth and worked at the Plymouth Plantation. One forgets how limited women were in the
“Olden Days.” The book interweaves many of the other
Pilgrims into the story. Well worth reading.
“We gather together”
Submitted by Erica Hahn

Did you know that our Thanksgiving hymn “We gather together" is a very old hymn,
written in 1597 of Dutch origin? Its original name was Wilt heden nu treden, written by
Adrianus Valerius, in celebration of the fact that the Dutch had just defeated the Spanish
overlords to maintain their independence. I am sure that our ancestors in Leiden knew
the hymn well. In fact, the continuing struggle of the Dutch people, who were Protestant
and believed in freedom of religion against control by Catholic Spain, ended up being a
factor in the Pilgrims' decision to sail to the New World.
Although they had had freedom of religion in the Leiden, they feared that the Spanish
might succeed in their conquest to regain control, which would have been a death sentence for the Pilgrims.
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Elected Officers & Board of Assistants
Governor
Dep. Governor N.
Dep. Governor S.
Secretary
Treasurer
Historian
Membership Sec.
Elder
Captain
Surgeon
Counselor

Raymond C. Raser
Catherine Ann Graham
Scott Miller
Marlene Mandeville
Susan Rae Oldfield
Erica Hahn
Sally K. Johnson
Jan Landt
Miles Standish
Matthew S. Bowdish, MD
Kathleen Norris

rayrasergov@gmail.com
Cathey.graham@gmail.com
scottamillercalmayflowersoc@gmail.com
mhmandev@gmail.com
MayflowerMaiden75@outlook.com
ericalishahn@yahoo.com
sallycamayflowermemsec@gmail.com
jelandt102ct@gmail.com
CalRanger@aol.com
matthewsbowdish@gmail.com
knorrislaw@aol.com

Appointed Positions & Committee Chairs
Librarian
Interim Library Manager
Jr. Membership
Public Relations

Newsletter Editors
Gene Fortine Trophy
Parliamentarian/Bylaws
Audit Chair
Policies & Procedures

Dianne Sweeny
Pat Friesen
Amy Conboy
Jane Ordway Carman
Marcia Huntley Maloney
Larry Youngman
Judith Haddock Swan
Larry Beston
Kathleen Watson
Scott Miller
Ray & Gail Raser
June Lazich
David Grinnell
Lorraine Kocen
Cathey Graham

2017-2019
2015-2017
2011-2015
2009-2011
2007-2009
2003-2007
2000-2003

Marcia Huntley Maloney
Patricia M. Friesen
Kenneth Whittemore
J. Michael Phelps, Esq.
June Brainard Lazich
Donald Dickenson
Donna Bennet Cole

Alameda
Foothill
Inland Empire
Los Ángeles
Monterey Bay
Mother Lode
Orange County
Rancho Conejo
Redwood Empire
San Diego
San Francisco
San Joaquin Valley
Santa Barbara
Sequoia

Bob Trapp
Carole Curran
Susan Christopher
Dr. Robert Lincoln
Gloria Gibbel
M. Elizabeth Ware
Scott Miller
Ms. Lorraine Kocen
Wayne Skala
Kathleen Loftman
Kathleen Watson
Susan Rae Oldfield
Ray Garrett
Sharon W. Erickson

Data Processing
Investment
Edu./Scholarship
Website Co-Chair

SFColonyCMC@gmail.com
xjester@aol.com
camayflowerjuniors@gmail.com
janeordwaycarman@gmail.com
torriecat@cox.net
lyoungman@volcano.net
onepilgrim1620@gmail.com
larrybeston@sbcglobal.net
sfmayflower@gmail.com
scottamillercalmayflowersoc@gmail.com
camayflowereditor@gmail.com
juniemin9@gmail.com
calmaypb@gmail.com
Lorraine@vcnet.com
Cathey.graham@gmail.com

Former State Governors
torriecat@cox.net
xjester@aol.com
kenwhittemore@gmail.com
phelps@alumni.princeton.edu
juniemin9@aol.com
ddickenson@aol.com
donnacole03@aol.com

Colony Governors
r1946at@aol.com
foothillmayflower@gmail.com
schristopher48@yahoo.com
drrlincoln@yahoo.com
glogibbel@gmail.com
eware2757@att.net
scottamillercalmayflwersoc@gmail.com
Lorraine@vcnet.com
skalawayne67za@hotmail.com
sdcolonygov2020kl@gmail.com
sfmayflower@gmail.com
lilystarr@aol.com
dunes.13@hotmail.com
Sharon.winslow.erickson@gmail.com
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Are You Moving?
Be sure to notify our State Membership Secretary, Sally Johnson at:
sallycamayflowermemsec@gmail.com
She will notify your governor and everyone else who needs to know. This will enable you to
receive your California Mayflower, Mayflower Quarterly and other mailings in a timely fashion.
************************************************************************

California Mayflower
Next deadline: July 01, 2021 . Send all text and photo submissions to Ray and Gail at:
camayflowereditor@gmail.com
Submissions to the California Mayflower Quarterly must be in digital format, either in the body
of an email or as a Microsoft Word document attachment. Queries relevant to
Mayflower families will be published pending space availability. PLEASE limit them to 75 words.
Include your membership number and contact information.
NOTE the deadlines: They will remain the same year after year. Submissions prior to the
deadlines are always appreciated.
Summer issue
Fall issue
Winter issue
Spring issue

July 1st, 2021
October 1st 2021
January 2nd 2022
April 1st 2022

************************************************************************

Visit the California Society of Mayflower Descendants on the web at:
www.camayflower.org
Visit the General Society of Mayflower Descendants at:
www.themayflowersociety.org
************************************************************************

CA Mayflower Board of Assistants 2021 Meeting Schedule
June 19, 2021 - BOA and Membership Meeting Election
Orange County & Zoom Meeting
October 16, 2021 January 22, 2022 March 19, 2022June 18, 2022 ***********************************************************************
2021 California Mayflower Society. All rights reserved. Society members may
reprint if credit is given.
All others must contact an editor for permission. Authors retain rights to their work.

Formatted by Blanca Prisila Soto
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State News
Treasurer’s Report
I have enjoyed my two years as Treasurer. I have enjoyed getting to know so many people on the
Board of Assistants and the Executive Committee. I wish we could have met more often this last
year, but the zoom worked out quite well. I would like to thank Sally Johnson, Membership Secretary, for her ability to dive in and get the membership rolls up to date. Neither of us had worked
with Google Sheets before, but even with its flaws it greatly improved the interaction between collection of dues and reconciliations of Life membership, and active or inactive members. Prior to
that, the treasurer records and membership records were not compatible, so lists and phone calls had to be made between the two.
Don’t laugh, several years before Judy Weaver put membership on
Access, the membership secretary was working off file cards. So, let’s
just give a big Hurrah!! for the improvements.
I hope I have enlightened people as to the issues we need to work
on. There is now a reserve account to back up the reserve applications—in other words, the money doesn’t stay in checking, it goes to
a reserve account until a person actually becomes a member, then,
the money can be used. Reductions in insurance expense and discontinuing Life membership will both help the Bottom Line. Collecting
money for applications at the time they get sent to Plymouth for
approval, rather than when the applicant first submits their paperwork, streamlines the process and greatly reduces the bookwork involved. Great improvements in documentation from the Historian have helped in reconciling the
fees Plymouth charges for new applications. Thank you, Erica and Mandy. A big Thank you should
go to David Grinnell, previous Treasurer, for his help in overcoming stumbling blocks I ran into
working with Quick Books.
Thank you for the opportunity to support this wonderful organization.
Susan Rae Oldfield
Treasurer

Notice:
Please be advised, due to the mandated closures due to the COVID-19 pandemic, the
CA Mayflower Library is closed until further notice. Please do not send hard copy communication to the
office address. If you need to communicate about an issue, contact a state officer that might be able to
assist you using their email address. Thank you and stay healthy.
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Junior Membership Chair
Thank you to many of our California Mayflower Society members for sponsoring Junior Members. Our state society continues to accept applications for Junior Membership for children age
birth to seventeen years old who have a Mayflower passenger ancestor. This is an honorary
membership with a one time fee of $50. The sponsor needs to be a state member in good
standing. Applications are available on the Junior Membership page of the state's website.
New Junior members will receive a welcome packet. This includes their Junior Membership
certificate, a Mayflower book and information about their ancestor. Every November each Junior receives a Compact Day greeting. A quarterly newsletter will launch later in 2021. Updated
contact information is needed to insure that every Junior receives their greeting and newsletter. Please send current email and address information to camayflowerjuniors@gmail.com.
Amy Conboy
Junior Membership Chair

Membership Secretary Report
We have 111 new members approved by Plymouth since January 1, 2021. The February 27 Special Membership Meeting made changes in the Bylaws that affect membership requirements and
reporting
Dues Payment
The new bylaws require that dues for the current year be paid by December 1. Members not
current in their dues on that date will be dropped from membership in the society.
I have sent information via email or letter to all members whose membership status is affected
immediately by that change. There are 300 additional members who have not yet paid their 2021
dues--$22,500 that the society still needs to receive this year. If you are not certain of your dues
status, please contact me or Treasurer Susan Oldfield.
Approval of New Members
The Board of Assistants is no longer voting to approve new members of the society after they
are approved by Plymouth; member approval dates will now be recorded as the date of approval
by Plymouth. I want to develop a more efficient and effective schedule and format for providing
this information to colonies and to individual members that eliminates as much duplication as
possible. I welcome any suggestions about how to best achieve this result.
At the end of February, I sent roster updates to the Governor of each colony. My goal in the
two months before I complete my term as Membership Secretary is to make certain that the
Master Spreadsheet is as accurate and current as possible. If you have added or made changes to
your contact information—mailing name, mailing address, email address or phone number—
please send those changes to me and to your colony governor immediately. Thank you in advance for helping me to accomplish this goal.
Sally Johnson
Membership Secretary

CALIFORNIA MAYFLOWER

26

VOLUME XLV, No. 2

Society of Mayflower Descendants In the State of California Investment
Chairman Report
From our Financial Advisor:
The year started out strong, a continuation of last year. One thing that has changed is there is currently a rotation from some of the NASDAQ (tech heavy) into the older economy stocks. The
market had been divided into two main categories of stocks. On one side were the beneficiaries of
the pandemic like Amazon and Zoom and the other end were the companies that would obviously
suffer. The airlines, oil and hospitality stocks for example. It was a bifurcated market where the
perceived (and actual) winners got propelled higher while the rest of the market lagged. This appears to be changing as the vaccines get distributed and the economy opens up. The Nasdaq so far
this year after setting a new high is down about 7%. The Dow Jones and S&P 500 are still close to
their all-time highs. The Mayflower account is up 3.78% year to date and this shift into the older
type stocks should serve us well as we have been traditionally focused on these types of investments. We have decent weighing in industrial, consumer staples, utilities, health care and financials
which will hopefully serve us well. These stocks tend to pay higher dividends which has been our
focus over the years. The current portfolio has a dividend yield of 2.3% which is higher than the
S&P yield of 1.45%.
I am watching interest rates closely as this is what the market is currently concerned about. Every
time we have had a pullback, it is because rates have shot up. We are currently at 1.7% on the 10year treasury bond. Anything close to or above 2% could trigger a sell off. As the economy heats
up, inflation will rise and rates will go up. The Federal reserve has "promised" lower rates for the
foreseeable future but ultimately the market dictates what rates will be.
Although we know certain segments of society have suffered, there are other areas that are absolutely thriving. One number that I keep hearing about is the household savings rate. Historically it
has been about 6%. During the pandemic it has been between 20-30%. The stock market is anticipating massive demand (spending) as the economy opens up. A recent research piece form UCLA
predicted a euphoric roaring 20' s type phase going forward. I believe this is very possible. With
that said, there are always unknowns lurking around the comer. But, for now, I believe the portfolio is well positioned.
Judith H. Swan
Investment Chairman

State Historian
The most important development of course is the change in our operation as a result of the approval of the bylaws revision at the all members meeting on February 27, 2021.
First: New members become members of the California Society as soon as they are approved by
Plymouth rather than by election of the BOA. At the time of the all members meeting there were
58 Plymouth approvals going back as far as the beginning of January who had not been elected. As
a result of the bylaws change they were now members of the California Society. Each has now
been sent a welcome letter and certificates will be going out to them shortly.
I personally am very pleased. To be able to welcome someone as new member, days rather than
months after the Plymouth approval was nice. The membership certificates are being very ably
prepared by Sharon Willson of Redwood Empire.
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How to announce the new members is still being worked out. There is about a 10 day lag period
from Plymouth’s approval to when they assign the General Society number. We ourselves assign the State number, actually before Plymouth assigns the GS number. For this first round I
sent a chronological list of the approvals to the colony governors, colony membership chairs,
treasurer, membership chair, state secretary, Sharon Willson who prepares the membership certificates, and of course Ray and Gail. I would expect to do that more or less on a monthly basis.
Second: The bylaws now give the State Historian the authority to close applications. This only
applies to the old prepaid applications, which used to have to go through BOA approval. I
have decided to put together, as needed, a list of applications to close on a monthly basis. There
are not that many still out there. In March I prepared a list for the treasurer of three applications
to close, two for inactivity and one because the application was for a life membership which we
no longer accept. I followed the suggestion not to authorize a refund to the applicant if we did
not have a current address. In Mother Lode we have a new cmc, Mary Basso.
AND BREAKING NEWS: The General Society has just decided to launch a trial project of
having supporting documents submitted digitally. I have no details.
Erica Hahn
State Historian

2021 Scholarship Results
The 2021 California Mayflower Scholarship program is now completed with the judging process
finalized. All applicants were judged on the following criteria: two essays, HS transcript, HS
activities & awards, community service &employment, and 2 reference letters. It is our pleasure
to congratulate the 3 winners publicly in this Spring edition of the Quarterly. I had the privilege
to personally congratulate each winner all of whom excelled. Here they are:
1st Place: Mr. Clay Preusch, St Louis, MO,
relative: James Preusch, paternal grandfather
relative: member of Los Angeles Colony.
2nd Place: Ms Eliana Meza-Ehlert, San Diego, CA,
Relative: Stephen Ehlert, grandfather
Relative: member of San Diego Colony
3rd place: Ms Ashley Mason, Orcutt, CA
Relative: : Caryn Mason, Mother
Relative: member of Santa Barbara Colony
The Summer edition of this Quarterly will publish the essays of our three winners. Something to
look forward to.
Larry Beston
Scholarship Chair
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Minor Bylaws Modifications
Article V: Fees and Dues
Section 2: Dues deadline
The fiscal year shall be the calendar year. Annual dues shall be payable in advance, due on the
first day of January in each year and will be considered delinquent if not paid by 31 March.
Section 4: Delinquent Dues
When a member has not paid the annual dues by the end December 1 of the calendar year in
which the payment was due, he/she shall be dropped from the rolls of this Member Society and
from the General Society of Mayflower Descendants.
ADDITION TO THE BYLAWS/STANDING RULES
TO BE APPROVED BY THE BOA AT THEIR JUNE MEETING
Payment of Dues
Dues Notice. On October 1 of each year, the Treasurer shall mail a notice of dues to every
member of the Society.
Members current in their dues are asked to pay their annual dues for the following year.
Members not current in their dues are asked to pay their annual dues for the following year plus
annual dues owed for the current year. Dues owed for the current year must be paid by December 1 of the current year or the member will be dropped from membership for nonpayment of dues.
Life Members of the Society will be mailed a request for a donation to support the operation of
the society and its colonies.

2020 Donations
The Society of Mayflower Descendants In the State of California gives thanks to those who donated the amount of $200.00 or more:
Anonymous Giving Tree
Gregory Barbour
Lois Condon
Robert Dempster
Erica Hahn
Peggy D. Mattson
Judith H. Swan
Santa Barbara Colony
San Joaquin Valley Colony
Society of Mayflower Descendants
In the State of Kentucky
We thank each one of you for your monetary donations along with those of you who gave of your
time and energy in assisting the state and your colony in all the personal work in keeping the state
society running smoothly through this past year.
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Colony News
San Francisco Peninsula
Eleven SF Peninsula Colony members met jointly with the Sequoia Colony on March 6, 2021
virtually. We learned a great deal about "Preserving Family Photos, Documents and Stories" from
presenter Carolyn Williams who is a family genealogist. The Colony has submitted their financial
information to the State Society for inclusion in their IRS filing. The executive board of the Colony
met in mid-February to discuss open board positions and calendar of events. The next meeting of
the Colony will be our Annual Meeting in June/July which will likely be held virtually. This will
change, of course, based on reduced restrictions at our regular meeting location in San Francisco.
Kathy Watson
San Francisco Peninsula Colony, Governor

Sequoia Colony
Due to the pandemic, the Sequoia and San Francisco Colony’s annual joint meeting was held via
Zoom on March 6th – not nearly as nice as meeting at the Menlo Circus Club in person, but it
works for now. With 30 attendees, our joint ancestral roll call totaled 80 proven
descendants from 21 Mayflower passengers. We were grateful to have Carolyn
Williams, a local family genealogist, give a presentation on “Preserving Family
Photos, Documents and Stories”. Like many of us, Carolyn inherited an old
trunkful of family photos and documents. With her encouragement, we learned
archival organizational tips and procedures for preserving photos and documents
for the next generation. Now we just need to get started and actually do it!
Sharon Winslow Erickson
Sequoia Colony, Governor

Alameda Colony

On Saturday, February 13, 2021, the Business meeting of the Alameda Colony of the Society of
Mayflower Descendants in the State of California was called to order at 10:05 a.m. by Colony Governor Bob Trapp. Christie read the opening prayer. Bob Trapp lead the Pledge of Allegiance. The
reading of the Mayflower Compact was done by Governor Trapp. The November 21, 2020,
minutes were approved by the members in attendance. Roll Call of Ancestors was done by those in
attendance entering the information in chat or sending an email. John Alden had the largest number of descendants. There were 15 members and guests that attended the meeting.
Under Old Business, Governor Trapp announced that the Colony’s By-laws had passed in December 2020. Under New Business, Governor Trapp introduced the Nominating Committee chaired
by Myrt Savage. Deputy Governor Roger Howland introduced today’s speaker, Christopher Sanders, a shipwright (boatbuilder) from Mystic Seaport Museum who shared his experience helping to
restore the Mayflower II. Rebecca Shea from the Museum also contributed to the program. The
program was enjoyed by all. Governor Trapp reminded members that the next Alameda Colony
meeting will be held virtually on Saturday, April 10, 2021, with the program yet to be determined.
The closing prayer was given by Christie Trapp. The meeting adjourned at 11:42 a.m. by Governor
Trapp
Bob Trapp
Alameda Colony, Governor
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Inland Empire Colony
Our Colony had its February meeting via Zoom on February 13, 2021. It began with welcoming
members and guests. Guests included Jane Line, DJ Miles, and Peggy Shaffer from Colonial
Dames VXII Century. Wayne Staples led the Pledge of Allegiance; Sarah Schiller led us in the
Mayflower Pledge. Membership Chair, Kim Pike, announced that the directories had been updated and all members with e-mail addresses could download in notebook or booklet format.
Karen Schwartz presented the Mayflower Moment. Her
topic was the Miles Standish Home. Captain Miles
Standish settled in Duxbury about 1631 and the following
year built a house on the peninsula which is known to this
day as Captain’s Hill. It was occupied by him until his
death in 1656. His son, Alexander, succeeded to the estate. The dwelling was destroyed by fire in about 1665.
Attorney and Author Jonathan Mack presented an informative power point presentation of his new book A
Stranger Among Saints. It is a biography of Stephen Hopkins and his impact on the Plymouth
Colony. Hopkins was not a Separatist when he boarded the Mayflower in 1620, but he was well
regarded for his experience in dealing with the indigenous Americans. In 1609 Hopkins had traveled on the Sea Venture in route to Jamestown as a minister’s clerk. Shipwrecked in Bermuda, he
was accused of attempted mutiny and sentenced to death. Luckily, his sentence was commuted
before it was carried out. He continued to Jamestown where he spent an arduous 7 years. It is believed that Shakespeare’s Tempest 1610 – 1611 was based on Hopkins’ experience in Bermuda.
The events in Bermuda may have inspired the need for the Mayflower Compact.
The business meeting resumed by the Recording Secretary reading the minutes from November 7,
2021; they were approved as read. Treasurer Wayne Staples presented the Treasurer’s report and
informed us of our financial position as of Jan. 31, 2021. Membership Chair David Grinnell reported that we should soon have 5 new members with 18 applications in Plymouth. It is taking
approximately 6 months for application approval.
Governor Christopher presented the revised Colony bylaws. Wayne Staples made a motion that
they be accepted; Rick Clark seconded it. The revised bylaws were unanimously approved by the
membership present at the meeting. There was a unanimous vote to accept the new slate of officers for the 2021-2023 term that the nominating committee presented. They are: Susan Christopher, Governor; Karen Schwartz, Assistant Governor; Kim Pike, Membership Secretary; Cheryl
Ralston Staples, Recording Secretary; Wayne Staples, Treasurer, and Carol Marderosian, Elder.

Former Colony Governor
Merrill Darlington

Our Colony is deeply saddened by the loss of our valuable member
and former Colony Governor, Merrill Darlington. He succumbed to
cancer on February 01, 2021. Remembrances of Merrill were given by
David Grinnell, Rick Clark, and Merrill’s wife Peggy via letter. We all
appreciate all that Merrill had done for our Colony. He was a kind and
caring man. He will be missed by all who had the pleasure to know
him. Our next meeting will be April 10, 2021, and the program speaker
will be former State Governor, Marsha Maloney.
Susan Christopher
Inland Empire Colony, Governor
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Foothill Colony
Please note that there was a misprint in the Winter Quarterly for the date of our next meeting. It
will be held on Sunday, April 18 (not April 27 as printed) at 2 p.m. via ZOOM. A link will be
provided and by the time you receive this publication in the mail, the meeting may have already
happened. In keeping with our continuing program theme “Getting to Know Your Passengers”
we are thrilled to have Deputy Governor South Scott Miller deliver his presentation “An Accidental Find Leads to a Monumental Discovery…God’s Providence in the Return of the
Bradford Journal” at that meeting. We hope you will join us!
Our Silver Books project was a huge success. We exceeded our financial goal and have funds
left in reserve for even more Silver Book donations. In March, eight Silver Books were presented to the Southern California Genealogical Society Library in Burbank to augment their collection. They included a missing volume and several
newly published ones: Volume 16, Part 4, 5, 6
(Alden); Volume 19, Part 2 (Rogers); Volume 23,
Part 3 (Howland); Volume 24, Part 2 and 3
(Brewster); and Volume 25 Gen 1-8 (Winslow).
Foothill Colony Delegate Mark Cross was very instrumental in this project, working with our colony
and the SCGS Library volunteers, even though the
library has been closed during the pandemic. SCGS
President Alice Fairhurst was thrilled to have the
donation.
Southern California Genealogical Society
Foothill Colony is extremely proud of our Deputy
President Alice Fairhurst (left) gratefully
accepts eight Silver Books from the Foothill Governor Harvey Soldan who was nominated as
State Treasurer for the term 2021-2023. Harvey is
Colony Governor Carole Curran
not only qualified for this tremendous task, but he is
passionate about Mayflower Passengers, their lives
and is related to many of them. He will be a great asset to the State Society and bring breadth of
knowledge, as well as a fresh perspective. But wait, there’s more! Erica Hahn has been nominated as Counselor. Erica is a Life member of the California Society and has served in several capacities. Currently she serves as State Historian and is also Past Governor of Orange County
Colony. Elections will be held at the June 19, 2021 membership meeting. Let’s support these
wonderful candidates!
Since our organizing in October 2019, the Foothill Colony has blossomed and prospered. Our
membership has doubled, even with the lack of in-person meetings. We have had great participation in our Zoom meetings and accomplished our first Silver Books project. Members have
provided educational programs to community-based organizations, lineage societies, and
libraries. We are looking forward to getting together for Compact Day in November and are
considering providing a dual online and in-person experience for our future meetings. Other
projects under consideration are workshops on period-correct Pilgrim attire. Foothill Colony
has a new email address. Please contact us if you have any questions at FoothillMayflower@gmail.com.

Carole Curran
Foothill Colony Governor
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San Diego Colony
Our February meeting took place on Saturday, February 20, 2021. About 70 descendants and
friends gathered via Zoom to participate in the meeting. In addition to the rituals, the Pilgrim
Roll Call, voting on our revised bylaws, reports, and announcements, we had two presentations.
Jan Quigley portrayed her ancestor, Hester Mahieu, in a short one-woman play. In the firstperson representing Hester, she told how her family fled France to Canterbury, England then fled
England to Leiden, Holland. Her husband,
Frances, and oldest son, John, travelled on the
Mayflower in 1620. Hester and their other children
arrived in the “New World” on the ship Anne in
1623. We learned about their lifestyle, what they
ate, and her thoughts about the adventure and
settling in Plymouth.
Kathy Loftman gave an interactive presentation
entitled “Those Left Behind and the Harsh First
Winter.” She talked about the family members of
Mayflower passengers who did not make the journey in 1620, and she described the fate of the passengers who made the journey and their first winter in the “New World.” She asked questions via
Zoom polling on these two topics, and then she
provided the answers to the questions in the presentation.
Our next general meeting will be held at 10:00 a.m. on Saturday, May 22 nd 2021. The program
will be presented by British author Richard Holledge. His topic is, “Let’s Hear It for the Mayflower Mothers,” which is inspired by his book, Voices of the Mayflower.
Richard Holledge is a journalist who worked for many
United Kingdom newspapers: former assistant editor of
The Sunday Mirror, editor of Wales on Sunday, assistant
editor of The Independent and executive editor of the
Times of London. He has freelanced for several newspapers including The Wall Street Journal, New York Times,
Financial Times, Daily Mail, The New European and Gulf
News. His other books include The Scattered, an account
of the ethnic cleansing of French-speaking people from
Nova Scotia by the British; Reverse Ferret, a satire on the
British press (under the witty pseudonym W.H. Boot);
Richard Holledge
and Life and Chimes, a collection of football columns. He
will be presenting from London, England. In addition,
there will be a short video on the Native People whom the Mayflower passengers first met:
Samoset, Tisquantum (Squanto), and Massasoit. All Mayflower members are welcome to join
our meeting.
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Our 28-page winter edition of the San Diego Colony Pilgrim News
was published in early February. It was full of interesting timelines
and facts about what happened to our ancestors 400 years ago in
the winter of 1621. It also honored those who had passed away in
our colony over the past two years. Kudos to Bill Peters, our editor!
Our new San Diego Colony Directory will be published in early
spring 2021. We want to again thank Sally Johnson and Susan Oldfield for their outstanding assistance in helping us with our colony
roster. Their efforts were tireless and invaluable!
In 2021, we plan to publish our San Diego Colony Mayflower 16202020 Cookbook. Our cookbook will include recipes of our ancestors that were used 400 years ago as well as favorite Thanksgiving
family recipes of our colony members and friends.
Kathleen Loftman
San Diego Colony, Governor

San Joaquin Valley Colony
Spring has sprung here in the San Joaquin Valley and the combination of blossoms and the
snow-capped Sierra mountains is awesome. This time of the year has us working towards our
May colony luncheon meeting for our members and invited guests. While we await the future
guidelines for having the activities in a restaurant’s private room we have a backup planned and
that is for a repeat at Governor Susan’s home in the country with all activities held outside. One
way or the other our May meeting will take place.
We are so very pleased to welcome seven new members as Mayflower descendants and members of the San Joaquin Valley Colony.
Congratulations to:
Carolyn Benson
Modesto, CA
Diane Nita
Sanger, CA
Eileen Jackson
Oakhurst, CA
Susan Stone
Modesto, CA
Richard Loomis
Tulare, CA
Mark Storch
Ridgecrest, CA
Fred Lusk
Fresno, CA
Larry Beston
San Joaquin Valley Colony, Governor
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Redwood Empire Colony
Our Colony opened our first meeting of the year on Sat. Feb. 6 via Zoom. What a year 2020
has been, not only nationally and internationally but more pointedly, in our own vast Colony in
Northern Ca. Remember how we started last year? It started with flood warnings, next, vast
out of control wild fires, multiple, ongoing evacuations and saddest of all, lives, homes and
family treasures were lost. All that, coupled with this ongoing Covid pandemic, is a testament
to what we can and will overcome. The fact that we gathered our Colony again for this meeting, is a testament to our historic determination as Mayflower descendants. Take heart fellow
descendants, as we have proven once again, each of us carry within us that very same spirit, the
strong will and determination that not only led to the success of Plymouth Colony, but were
the very essence that helped create this great nation. Thus after the above statement, we all
proudly recited the Pledge of Allegiance to the United States of America followed by Sally
Johnson’s poignant invocation “Thankful for This Day.” Our Colony Governor nominee John
McNeill next read the profound words of ‘Our Mayflower Compact”.
Sharon Willson next named and welcomed our newest members; Richard Jordan, Marjorie
McNae, Emmet Rice, George LaPlante, George Picter and Patricia Howe. As of February 25,
we have a total of 149 members in our colony. Once again we coupled our self- introductions
with our roll call of ancestors. There were 26 of the 51 family members aboard ‘ship’ represented at our meeting. Toni Kuhry gave the Treasurer’s report; Jane Cochran read the minutes
of our last meeting and Sally Johnson updated us on the state membership.
This year’s Colony Nominating Committee was headed up by Pat Friesen with the help of Don
Dickinson and Ray Glanton. We will be holding our election during our next colony meeting
on Sat, May 15. The nominees are: Governor- John McNeill, Deputy Governor- Roger Rochlen (incumbent), Elder- Sally Johnson, Secretary- Jane Cochran, Treasure-Toni Kuhry
(incumbent), and Membership Chair-Sharon Willson (incumbent). The following positions are
open: Delegate, Historian, and Captain. In accordance with our newest Colony Bylaws, these
positions are appointed by the Colony Governor. Anyone interested please contact John
McNeill or Wayne Skala.
Our guest Speaker Steve Beck was introduced by Deputy Governor Roger Rochlen. Steve gave
us a most interesting talk on “Indians, to Sutter, to Gold.” We highly recommend Steve for
other Colonies to consider. His vast knowledge of other historic information has been enjoyed
by many via TV, radio, articles and lectures far and wide. Contact Roger Rochlen if you would
like more info on Steve.
Our next Redwood Empire meeting will be held via Zoom on Sat. May 15 at 10 A. M. After
our election, our speaker will be Marston Watson, publisher of The Silver Book on Edward
Winslow. He is currently working on a book about Wm. White.
On a personal note, I would like to thank our Redwood Empire Colony members for the honor of being elected and serving as your Governor. Thanks to our officers and so many of you
for stepping up and helping me over the years. Together we have held strong and true to the
values and determination of our Mayflower Compact. May our future endeavors continue to
perpetuate the ideals our families so dearly fought for. The fact that our families are still going
strong is a testament to each of us and to our ancestors that we are what they fought, lived and
died for. We are their dreams that did come true.
Wayne Skala
Redwood Empire Colony, Governor
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Rancho Conejo Colony
Starting out right: we auctioned this Mayflower Onesie donated by member Fred Land.
On February 6, 2021, Governor Lorraine Kocen welcomed 25 members and guests to our
fourth Zoom meeting.
Our Meeting opens: The invocation of
Chaplain Shari Worrell included thanks for
staying safe during the pandemic. The
Pledge of Allegiance was led by Captain
Anne Fisher.
Patriotic Song: In honor of Superbowl LV
the next day, we sang the National Anthem
along with the U.S. Armed Forces Academy
choruses from Superbowl 2005. Standing
on the sidelines in the video was President
George H.W. Bush, a Mayflower descendant, continuing our Howland trend.
ZOOM Challenges: Continuing our new
tradition of ZOOM mishaps, Governor
Lorraine Kocen was not able to turn off the
patriotic song and we went to commercial.
Grammarly, anyone?
A summary of the minutes of our last meeting were read. Darilyn Rice gave a spirited reading of
Mayflower Compact.
Roll Call: Descendants of Alden, Allerton, Billington, Bradford (winner!), Brewster, Browne,
Chilton, Cooke, Fuller, Hopkins, Howland (so much for our trend!), More, Rogers, Samson,
Standish, Tilley and Warren were in attendance.
Introduction of New Members: we are excited to welcome our first junior members, Ryan, Daniel and Oliver Worrell, grandsons of proud grandmother Shari Worrell!

Auction of Mayflower Onesie: donated by Fred Land. Darilyn Rice was the lucky winner.
Colony BYLAW Review: is complete and the updated bylaws will be included in the 2021 Yearbook, to be issued this summer.
Program: Robert Dempster introduced Guy Walker from Boston, England.
“The English Reformation leading to the Mayflower Sailing in 1620”
Guy gave us extensive background on pre-pre-Pilgrim England, especially the religious upheaval
during the reign of Henry VIII, which lead to the separatist movement in the 1600s.
Benediction: Chaplain Shari Worrell closed the meeting with thanks for our continuing health.
Next Meeting: We invite you to our next meeting on May 1, 2020 via Zoom. Dr. Michaela
Reaves will give a presentation about the Salem Witch Trials. Please contact Governor Lorraine
Kocen at lorraine @vcnet.com for the Zoom link.

Lorraine Kocen,
Rancho Conejo Colony, Governor
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Los Angeles Colony
Los Angeles Colony members joined together in a ZOOM meeting the morning of March 27,
2021 to remember our Mayflower passengers and the voyage they undertook. Colony Captain
Cynthia Carver Svezia gave the invocation and led the Pledge of Allegiance. There were five
new members to the colony in attendance: Sue De Lucia, Brandon Villardi, Lee Anne Hall,
Vernon Hall, and Kimberlee Bradford. New and old members each gave a brief introduction of
themselves. The Mayflower Compact was read by Colony Treasurer Susan Daniels. During the
Roll Call of Passengers, fourteen family groups were represented at the meeting with William
Brewster and Thomas Rogers having the most descendants in attendance. Governor Robert
Lincoln gave a brief update to the members on the state Board of Assistants meetings since our
last colony meeting. Colony Treasurer Susan Daniels gave a report on the colony finances.
There was a brief discussion of using some funds to purchase books for libraries once the libraries reopen. A colony bylaws committee comprised of Dr. Robert Lincoln, Franklin Smith, Donna Cole, Susan Daniels, Jan Dougall, Cynthia Carver Svezia, and June Lazich had met for two
long ZOOM meetings for a thorough review of the colony bylaws. The colony members voted
unanimously to approve each of the proposals from the committee. The nominating committee
of Jan Dougall (chairperson), Cal Cahoon, Cynthia Carver Svezia, and Donna Cole reported the
slate of nominations for colony officers. The slate was approved unanimously by the colony
members. The officers for a term of 2021-2023 are Governor Dr. Robert Lincoln, Assistant
Governor Franklin Smith, Secretary Jan Dougall, Treasurer Susan Daniels, Elder Cynthia Carver
Svezia, Captain Kimberlee Bradford, Colony Membership Chair Jan Dougall, and Surgeon Dr.
James Boyce. Past Governor Cal Cahoon installed the officers. After some discussion it was
decided that the colony would tentatively schedule an in-person meeting on July 24th at the home
of Past Governor Cal Cahoon utilizing his backyard. Governor Calhoon lives in the South Bay
where it is hoped the weather will be nice. The Benediction was given by newly installed Elder
Cynthia Carver Svezia.
Dr. Robert Lincoln, Ph.D.
Los Angeles Colony, Governor

Santa Barbara Colony
It has been an Honor to serve as Governor of Santa Barbara Colony the last four years. My election coincided with the 50th Anniversary Celebration of our Colony! What a ride it has been! I
met a Doty cousin Irene Shumard Travato on
Ancestry and invited her to the Celebration! She
honored me with a beautiful quilt containing
authentic colors! Of course participating in decorating the Rose Parade Float and watching it sail
down Colorado Blvd on New Years Day with
Ruth Jackson on 1/1/2020 became a cherished
moment as it was the only 400th Anniversary
live event.
I watched the world stop and my plans to visit
with our out of State Colony Member, Charlotte
Squarcy in our authentic attire, at Pilgrims Progress in Boston before the convention disappeared.

CALIFORNIA MAYFLOWER

37

VOLUME XLV, No. 2

Shortly after my election my wife passed away after a long illness. My volunteer work with
Mayflower and The San Luis Obispo County Genealogical Society was therapeutic! I was so
excited to see our friend Susan Marvos at the library using the Silverbooks to prove her Cooke line. Welcoming Susie and all the new members has been a privilege.
In the middle of all that I was reelected. The future of the Santa
Barbara Colony is bright as the
nominating committee has been
busy as we prepare for our second
zoom meeting!
Ray Garrett
Santa Barbara Colony, Governor

Monterey Bay Colony
Membership was the goal of 2020 for the Monterey Bay Colony. Out of 15 applications and 2
supplemental applications submitted, 9 applications and 2 supplementals have been approved.
Laurie Hunt was the 9th new member.
At the February 20 MBC meeting the
speaker was Jim Kosinski, “Spices and
Discovery, From Ancients to the Mayflower”. The presentation was excellent
with colorful slides and arresting information.
MBC had four members that participated
in the State Mayflower membership
meeting that approved the revisions to
the State bylaws. Thanks to those who
participated! There were also members
that attended the 40th Annual Ancestor Roundup January 23 sponsored by the Commodore
Sloat DAR Chapter, Monterey. Accolades were reported on the different sessions attended.
Recent correspondence with the Monterey Bay Family History Center Director JoAnn Robinson regarding the public opening of MBFHC reported “they are working on a plan expecting to
have partial opening by appointment by May…. Each family history center will be on a case by
case basis. Each county and state has different guidelines and requirements. I think it is all
based on how many new COVID cases each area is still experiencing.” She will notify us regarding the opening so that members can be informed. The next Monterey Bay Colony meeting will be held virtually on Saturday, May 22. Speaker: State Surgeon, Matt Bowdish.
Gloria Gibbel,
Monterey Bay Colony, Governor
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Mother Lode Colony
The Mother Lode Colony held its second virtual meeting on February 6, 2021. Tracy Zimmermann, Zoom Coordinator, hosted the meeting and facilitated participation of twenty-eight
members. Acting Governor Ware presided. The Nominating Committee presented the following slate of officers, which was unanimously elected to serve for the ensuing two-year term:
Governor - M. Elizabeth Ware
Assistant Governor - Josef Moorehead
Secretary - Helen MacLaren
Treasurer - June Epperly
Elder - Carol Olney
Colony Membership Chair - Mary Basso
To maximize the benefit of Zoom time, participants completed an Ancestor Roll Call form in
advance of the meeting and forwarded it to Sharon Hawley-Crum, Zoom Roll Call Coordinator.
Eighty-one ancestral connections were reported; John Alden (8) and Stephen Hopkins (7) had
the most descendants present.
Outgoing Colony Governor Kathy Gire was acknowledged with a framed certificate of appreciation and scholarship donation commemorating her ten years of service. New members were
welcomed and two members volunteered to serve on a new Membership Committee, to be
chaired by the Colony Membership Chair (CMC). Their duties will include welcoming new
members, working with the Email Coordinator and State Membership Secretary to maintain an
up-to-date email contact list, corresponding with members who do not have email access, and
assisting the CMC. Plans were made for the officer transition and training, including development of a Colony property inventory that will be circulated to all officers, noting where property is stored. It will be updated whenever there is an officer transition. Officer and committee
duty statements have been written and a binder with duties, bylaws, supporting information,
and predecessor suggestions will be created for each officer and passed to successors to facilitate transitional training. Following the business meeting, newly elected Assistant Governor
Moorehead moderated the program, which was a participatory discussion entitled “Embracing
Our Heritage.” Members shared their experiences learning about their Mayflower ancestry and
what it has meant to them.
The Executive Board met virtually on March 13, 2021. They set the final meeting of the current program year for April 24, 2021, and the following meeting dates were scheduled for the
2021-2022 program year:
September 18, 2021
November 13, 2021
February 12, 2022
April 30, 2022
Community conditions permitting, a summer picnic or similar event may be added to the schedule. We hope to resume luncheon meetings in the autumn, but will continue meeting virtually,
should pandemic circumstances make it necessary. Any Mother Lode Colony member who
has not received an email or telephone call from us, should contact Bonnie Brown,
email coordinator, at blbrown@gold-country.us or me at eware2757@att.net.
M. Elizabeth Ware
Mother Lode Colony Governor
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Orange County Colony
Hello, my fellow Pilgrims. I don’t know about you, but I feel that this year, so far, has been a
muddle. The on-again, off-again, on-again lock-downs and masks and shots and fear of an invisible virus just made 2020 up to now pretty tough. Days just seem to flow into one another.
We have had some good things happen in the Colony. Business is still going on. We updated
our Bylaws in July and November. We have learned how to conduct all of our meetings on
Zoom and have continued to “get together”. We even had a special Christmas gathering on Zoom, where about a
dozen of us got together with our hot
drink of choice and talked and had a
great time. We brought each person upto-date on the goings-on in our families
and sang a few Christmas songs. Our
Colony Elder, Rev. Ric Olsen, gave a
great Christmas message. “Santa” even
read “T’was the Night Before Christmas”.
We had such a good time that we may
try to make it a regular event.
We had our Colony Winter Meeting via
Zoom on February 13th at 10:00am.
Remembering the Rose Parade Float, because the parade re-aired
Roberta Sherbarth did a very interesting
on Jan. 1, 2021, due to the cancellation of the 2021 Parade.
presentation for us, called “The Children
Tony
Brewster and Scott Miller in the float barn preparing for an
on the Mayflower”. We have decided that
interview
with KTLA Channel 5 in our Pilgrim outfits, on Nov.
our Colony Annual Meeting in April will
25, 2019. Note the float was still substantially under construction.
be held on Zoom again. It will be on
April 24th at 10:00 am. We are hoping
that this will be the last one we have to do online, since it is so difficult for us to raise funds for
the Colony via Zoom. So, given this, we are going to plan our Compact Day in person the Saturday before Thanksgiving, of course with the county and hotel regulations in mind.

Finally, we have rescheduled 400th Anniversary Celebration at the Bower’s Museum to our new date of
Saturday, JUNE 4th, 2022. We decided to move it this last time, because of the continued fluidity around the pandemic this year. We are excited to continue to push forward on this signature
event. We will endeavor to keep you well informed about it as we get closer. More info to
come.
Scott Miller
Orange County Colony, Governor
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John Holmes, the “Messenger” of the Court of Plymouth
By Erica Hahn
As spring time brings us to thoughts of love, it is an appropriate time to consider the life and family of John Holmes, 1611-after 1651. Although not a passenger on the Mayflower he is one of the
most prolific ancestors of residents of Plymouth and as a result ends up in the family tree of many
of us Mayflower descendants.
John first turns up in Plymouth records in 1632 when
he acquires some property, but Eugene Stratton, the
well-known genealogist of Plymouth believes he
came a bit earlier. In the next few years he is cited
several times for drunkenness including an occasion
in 1633 when he had to spend some time in the
stocks. That said, he became a freeman, and in 1638
the “messenger” of the Court of Plymouth. This was
a rather interesting job, because it involved not just
delivering messages, but delivering court sentences. In 1642 he hanged a convict for the crime of
buggery with various animals. The complicit animals were also executed. Talk about blaming the
victims. He had a wife Sarah and two sons with him in America. It is believed the sons were born
in America, and that there was an older son Thomas who was left in England. One of the two in
America was John, who married twice, first Patience Faunce, then Patience Bonham. Both wives
were grandchildren of George Morton. His second son Nathaniel married Mercy Faunce, the sister of Patience Faunce.
I am descended 4 different ways from both of the American born sons and all three wives. My
grandmother was the last Holmes in my lineage, Helen Holmes, and by virtue of being a Holmes
she was a descendant of at least 12 passengers on the good ship Mayflower. I like to call her, the
hangman’s beautiful descendant. So where did John Holmes come from? A hint is that in 1637 he
acquired an indentured apprentice, one William Spooner of Colchester, Essex, England. As early
as 1925 there was speculation that John also came from Colchester, and indeed in recent years
evidence has turned up supporting the conclusion. Eugene Stratton in a 1986 article mentioned
the discussion that John might be the son of one Thomas Holmes, a maltster in Colchester, who
left a will mentioning a son John, as well as a daughter Susan Morton.
Another researcher, Denwood Holmes, has taken it further. In his article published in the New
England Historical Genealogical Register, he examined the will of the daughter Susan Morton
who names as nephews, Thomas, John, and Nathaniel. The will was witnessed by a number of
prominent local Puritans.
What is most interesting about Thomas Holmes, maltster, is that he had a second occupation. He
was gaoler of Colchester Castle. Thomas was given custody of the gaol and Castle in 1624 for 21
years, although there were complaints that he had let it get run down. Possibly his being dead was
an obstacle to keeping up the maintenance. Thus John in Plymouth was just going into the family
trade.
Sources:
Robert C. Anderson. The Pilgrim Migration. Boston: New England Historic Genealogical Society, 2004. Eugene A. Stratton. “Descendants of
Mr. John Holmes, Messenger of the Plymouth Court.” National Genealogical Society Quarterly 74 (1986): 85–110, 203–23.
Denwood Holmes “The Black Sheep of Some Good Family, the Essex Ancestry of John Holmes, Gentleman , Messenger of the Plymouth
Court, “New England Historical Genealogical Register, Vol 171:88.
Transactions of the Essex Archeological Society, Vol 3, p.144, googlebooks.
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Spring 1621
Compiled by Gail Raser

From the Plymouth Colony Timeline by Rebecca B. Brooks, we see the following listed events of
April 1621:
April 1: Plymouth colonists form an alliance with the Wampanoag and sign the
Pilgrim-Wampanoag treaty.
April 5: “Mayflower” departs Plymouth and returns to England.
Mid-April: Governor John Carver died and William Bradford was elected the new
Governor of Plymouth Colony.
The following are excerpts from a variety of sources which will be noted below.
Pilgrim-Wampanoag Treaty Established 1621, by Bill Potter from Landmark Events History.
The Peace agreement between Massasoit and the Pilgrims.
Thus on March 29, 1621, the Pilgrims and Wampanoags made the first well-kept peace treaty between the English and the “first peoples”, and it lasted for more than fifty years!
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.

The neither he nor any of his should injure or do hurt to any of our people.
And if any of his did hurt to any of ours, he should send the offender, that we might punish him
That is if any of our tools were taken away, when our people were at work, he should cause them to be
restored; and if ours did any harm to any of his, we would do the like to them.
If any did unjustly war against him, we would aid him; if any did war against us, he should aid us.
He should send to his neighbor confederates to certify them of this, that they might not wrong us, but
might be likewise comprised in the conditions of peace.
That when their men came to us, they should leave their bows and arrows behind them, as we should do
our pieces when we came to them.
Lastly, that doing this King James would esteem of him as his friend and ally.

Relations between the settlers and the natives were not perfect and disputes arose that were not
settled amicably. The treaty held the two people together, however, and a satisfactory arrangement
enabled them to live side by side in peace.

The Squanto/Pilgrim picture excerpted from
"The New Americans, Colonial Times-1620-1689, by Betsy Maestro and Giulio Maestro
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World History Encyclopedia-Pilgrim-Wampanoag Peace Treaty.
In conclusion, after the treaty, Massasoit had Squanto remain with the colonists, teaching them
how to plant crops, fish, hunt, and acting as their interpreter in establishing friendly relations and
trade with the natives throughout the region. Sometime afterwards, Massasoit also sent Hobbamock, with his family, to live among the settlers, presumably to monitor Squanto as well as the English. Massasoit’s distrust of Squanto proved to be justified in that Squanto would later try to play
the pilgrims against Massasoit in an attempted coup as Squanto tried to take Massasoit’s place.
The plot was revealed through the assistance of Hobbamock, and Massasoit, in keeping with the
terms of the treaty, demanded Squanto be
handed over for punishment. Bradford refused, since Squanto had become vital to the
colony’s trade relations with the natives, placing a strain on the treaty. Even so, the agreement was not broken, and the problem was
resolved when Squanto died in 1622 CE, possibly poisoned by agents of Massasoit to remove him without endangering the Wampanoag’s relationship with
Plymouth.
The treaty enabled the colony to survive and elevated Massasoit to his former standing, just as he
had hoped. In the course of their early years together, both sides would assist the other in various
matters.
Massasoit warned the colony of a possible attack
by other tribes, Winslow saved Massasoit’s life
when he became ill and seemed close to death,
and trade profited both. Carver died in April
1621 CE, but Bradford continued to honor the
treaty as governor throughout his life, and Winslow did the same when he became governor.

The peace established remained firm even during the Pequot War of 1636-1638 CE and was
only finally broken with the conflict known as
King Philip’s War (1675-1678 CE) by which time Bradford, Winslow, and Massasoit were dead.
It is the only treaty signed between English colonists and Native Americans to have been honored,
without modification, throughout the lives of its signatories and established the longest-lasting and
most equitable peace between natives and immigrants in the history of what would become the
United States of America.
April 5, 1621 Excerpted from New England Historical Society, Politics and Military
Before the Mayflower sailed for England she was at the disposal of the Pilgrims for 265 days. First
in crossing the ocean and then as a shelter and resting place during the earliest days in Plymouth.
She wasn’t especially comfortable, but was undoubtedly a comforting site, anchored in Plymouth
Harbor for 110 days as the settlers did their best to establish a toe-hold in New England.
Photos from “Three Young Pilgrims” by Cheryl Harness
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So April 5, 1621, was undoubtedly an emotional day as Capt. Christopher Jones and the remainder of the crew set sail. Roughly half the crew of 50 or so men had died during the trip. Several
days earlier, historians postulate Jones made an offer of passage for any of the colonists who wanted to return. None took him up on the offer despite the difficulties they faced.
As the departure date approached, the colonists
gave the crew letters and other keepsakes both personal and of a business nature to return to England.
The ship’s log, as imagined by Azel Ames in his
book, The Mayflower and Her Log, for its last two days
in America might have read as follows:
April 4: Still at anchor in Plymouth Harbor. Sails
loosened and all ready for departure accept the
governor’s letters. Last visits of shore people to the
ship. Sail with the morning tide, if the wind serves.
One Hundred and ten days in this harbor.
April 5: Got anchors, and with fair wind got under
way at full tide. Many to bid adieu. Set colors and
gave planters a parting salute with the ensign and
ordinance. Cleared the harbor without hindrance,
and laid general course E.S.E. for England with a
fine wind. Took departure from Cape Cod early in
The Mayflower sailing out of harbor picture excerpted the day, shook off the land and got ship to rights
from “Three Young Pilgrims” by Cheryl Harness before night. All sails set and the ship logging her
best.
Thirty-one days later the Mayflower arrived in England after an uneventful voyage.
The sail would be the last major trip for the vessel. Jones, part owner of the boat, would take it on
at least one more trip to France, but the voyage to New England had battered his health. In March
of 1622, he died, less than a year after returning to England.

From 1620-2020 Mayflower 400 comes the “Tragic story of the
colony’s first Governor”
He was the first signature on the historic Mayflower Compact,
the first governor of the Plymouth colony and the man who negotiated peace with the Native American Wamapanoag community. But John Carver would never live to see the new life he had
built for the passengers of the Mayflower in the New World.
Tragically, he died in the spring after the Mayflower landed in
America in November 1620 – despite surviving the harsh first
winter that wiped out nearly half of the pioneering Pilgrims.
There is no doubt of the influence of this key figure in the Mayflower story – as well as being the first signature on the Compact,
John Carver may well have been its author. He was also instrumental in organizing the Pilgrims’ historic crossing.

John Carver
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